
 

Page 1 of 130 
Fairfield and Gonzales Neighbourhood Plans Phase 2 Imagine Appendices 1-4 (Complete Results) 

October 4, 2016  
 

Fairfield and Gonzales Neighbourhood Plans  

Engagement Summary:  Phase 2 – Imagine      

 

Appendices 1 – 4 (Complete Results)  
 

 

 

Table of Contents 
Introduction .................................................................................................................................................................. 2 

Appendix 1: Fairfield Gonzales Visioning Survey ..................................................................................................... 3 

1. What do you love about your neighbourhood? .................................................................................................. 6 

2. What should be improved in your neighbourhood? ......................................................................................... 28 

3. What do you want your community to look like in 25 years? ........................................................................... 61 

Appendix 2: Feedback from Community Workshop at Fairfield Gonzales Community Place ............................ 86 

Appendix 3: Feedback from Sounding Boards ....................................................................................................... 95 

1. Fairfield Branch Coffee Shop Sounding Board ............................................................................................... 95 

2. Red Barn Market, Oak Bay Avenue Sounding Board ..................................................................................... 96 

3. Gonzales Beach Park Sounding Board ........................................................................................................... 99 

4. Fairfield Five Ways Sound Board .................................................................................................................. 101 

5. Fairfield-Gonzales Community Centre Sounding Board ............................................................................... 105 

6. May and Moss Street Bus Stop Sounding Board .......................................................................................... 106 

7. Cook St and Fort St Bus Stop Sounding Board ............................................................................................ 108 

8. Fairfield Plaza Bus Stop Sounding Board ..................................................................................................... 109 

9. Cook St Playground at Beacon Hill Park Sounding Board ............................................................................ 110 

10. Cook St Village Sounding Board .............................................................................................................. 113 

11. Moka House Sounding Board ................................................................................................................... 118 

12. Moss Street Paint-In Sounding Board....................................................................................................... 121 

Appendix 4: Feedback from Citizen-Led Events ................................................................................................... 124 

1. Cornwall Street Neighbours Meeting............................................................................................................. 124 

2. Moss Street Neighbours Meeting .................................................................................................................. 126 

3. Feedback from Minto Street Block Party ....................................................................................................... 127 

4. Feedback from Fairfield Gonzales Community Association Board Meeting .................................................. 128 

 

 

  



 

Page 2 of 130 
Fairfield and Gonzales Neighbourhood Plans Phase 2 Imagine Appendices 1-4 (Complete Results) 

October 4, 2016  
 

Introduction 

The City of Victoria is working with the community to create new neighbourhood plans for 

Fairfield and Gonzales. The plans will help guide future growth, development and public 

investment in the two neighbourhoods.  

Between June 18 and August 31, 2016, residents from Fairfield & Gonzales were asked to 

provide input to help build the vision and goals for the future of their neighbourhoods. Feedback 

was received from: 

 Community meeting at Fairfield Gonzales Community Place: 100 participants 

 Online survey: 354 responses 

 11 sounding boards placed at 12 locations within the two neighbourhoods -1190 sticky 

notes 

 3 citizen-led meetings: 25 participants 

 1 block party 

 This report presents the complete results received through engagement activities.   
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Appendix 1: Fairfield Gonzales Visioning Survey1 

How old are you? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Under 18   0.6% 2 

18 - 24   1.9% 6 

25 - 39   12.9% 40 

40 - 59   39.2% 121 

Over 60   45.3% 140 

 Total Responses 309 

Which Neighbourhood do you live in? 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Fairfield   74.6% 226 

Gonzales   18.2% 55 

Other neighbourhood in Victoria   4.0% 12 

I live in a different municipality    3.3% 10 

 Total Responses 303 

 

Which Neighbourhood do you live in? (Other neighbourhood in Victoria) 

# Response 

1. Cook St. Village 

2. Fernwood 

3.  

4. fairfield gonzales 

5. Cordova Bay 

                                                      
1 This appendix presents the complete survey results. In their analysis, City staff also separated 

responses into Fairfield residents (74.6%) and Gonzales residents (18.2%) and residents of other 

neighbourhoods (7.3%) to look for neighbourhood-specific results. 
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6. Greater Victoria 

7. James Bay 

8. Fernwood 

9. Mayfair 

10. Rockland 

11. Meares Street. 

12. Harris Green 

Which Neighbourhood do you live in? (I live in a different municipality ) 

# Response 

1.  

2. Saanich (Gorge) 

3. Saanich- Strawberry Vale 

4. Esquimalt 

5. esquimalt 

6. Westshore 

7.  

8.  

9. View Royal 

10. Tappen 

I rent my home 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Yes   20.8% 56 

No   79.2% 213 

 Total Responses 269 

I own my home 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Yes   84.7% 243 
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No   15.3% 44 

 Total Responses 287 

I own or operate a business in 

Response Chart Percentage Count 

Fairfield   87.0% 40 

Gonzales   13.0% 6 

 Total Responses 46 
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1. What do you love about your neighbourhood? 

243 response(s) to this question. 

# Response 

1. the trees and greenspace, the eclectic architecture and character houses, mostly low rise 

building (max 4 ft.),  only residential below Oliphant 

2. The trees, the accessible services 

3. I love how people say hi to each other when passing on the street. I love the friendliness of my 

neighbours and how they stop to talk. I love how we look out for each other. I love how people 

care for their homes and their gardens. I love having such great amenities that are within 

walking/cycling distance from my home. I love the parks in my neighborhood. I love the 

boulevard trees. I love how safe our neighbourhood is. 

4. Walkability; proximity to water, parks and downtown 

5. I love that Gonzales is an established older neighbourhood with character homes, tree lined 

streets and green spaces. It's within walkable distance to the ocean and other beautiful walks. 

Most of the Gonzales neighbourhood is within walking distance to the shopping plaza where 

most amenities are available. The neighbours and community 

6. It is peaceful with a good mixture of families, seniors and young people. The Cook Street Village 

area is a real plus to the neighbourhood and we have easy access to the beautiful beach front 

and ocean with lots of walking areas. 

7. I love how safe and beautiful the neighbourhood is. I love how much the residents care about 

the community, and about spending time outside with one another. 

8. I love that it's close to everything and it's possible to walk/cycle everywhere. It's close to the 

beach, it's close to town, it's close to shopping. I love that it's a safe place for my kids.  

9. Close to Beacon Hill Park and Dallas Road/the ocean. Close to downtown and all the services 

and shops there. Close to Cook St. Village. I am able to cycle almost anywhere I want to go (and 

will choose different routes after Biketoria bike lanes are built). Lots of trees. Mostly 

residential. 

10. The Cook St village. the feeling of a small town where people say hello, gather and get to know 

each other. 

11. Great facilities and parks. Access to the ocean. No ridiculous development (medium density). 

Close to downtown. Neighbourhood has history. 

12. The setting.  The sense of community.  The diverse character. 

13. Attractive sidewalks 

Good access to parks 
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Beautiful old trees 

Interesting houses 

14. Everything Vancouver isn't.  Less concrete.  Scale is correct.  Increase and preserve green 

space. Don't densify like Vancouver.  Crappy, ugly apartments buildings that the units are too 

small.  You allow densification like Vancouver, you get rid of the affordable rental stock and 

allow developers to run rough shod over neighbourhoods.  And despite increasing the supply, 

you, if you follow Vancouver, have simply increase the cost of renting...stop renovations and 

air BNBs. 

Go slow.  Listen to the neighbourhoods and stop allowing developers to do anything they want 

(like Vancouver does).   

 

  

15. The unique community/vibrancy of cook st village. Young, old, rich, poor etc.  

16. The walkabilty of the neighbourhood is amazing. I love that there are kids playing, dogs being 

walked, people walking and bicycling throughout the neighbourhood. It feels very safe.  

17. Location to services, amenities, interesting areas/events 

Walkability & bikeable 

Relatively safe 

Unique character of different "sections" of neighbourhood 

 

 

18. Lots of green space. Playgrounds, beaches, excellent public elementary schools, retail hubs, 

markets, cycling distance to downtown. 

19. Cook Street Village is unique. It is a comfortable happy neighborhood to live and walk in. It 

should be a stand-alone community in Fairfield.  

20. The natural environment, proximity to downtown, the friendliness of residents. I like that there 

are commercial centres that encourage people to shop and access services right in their 

neighbourhood.  

21. 1. Green space (parks, older trees, etc.) 

2. Not too dense 

3. Quiet and calm 
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4. Sense of a community "identity" or "cohesion" through things such as the neighbourhood 

centres, moss st farmer's market, art walk, Margaret Jenkins and Sir J.D. community oriented 

activities, informal activities such as winter solstice lanterns on the beach. 

5. Mostly residential 

22. I love the look and feel of Fairfield.  It is not divided by heavy traffic road networks, it has 

beautiful homes and gorgeous tree lined streets.  It is steps to the waterfront (Dallas Rd.) which 

is so picturesque, and I value that almost above all else.  Cook St. Village is a gem, and there is 

potential for other neighbourhood villages to become more established.  There are parks, 

playgrounds and schools, all of which make it perfect for our family-oriented lifestyle. 

23. walking to downtown, local services, parks and Dallas Road as well as Langham court theatre 

and Art Gallery 

it is quiet  

close to facilities 

mix of people  

24. The natural environment - the waterfront, Beacon Hill Park, and tree-lined streets are great. I 

love being in walking and biking distance of all destinations that matter to me.  

25. Wonderful Traditional Character homes.   

Tree-lined streets.   

Abundance of children's play facilities.   

Convenient and walkable village centre. 

Waterfront pathways. 

26. I love that most things are "walkable" and "bike-able". Groceries, bank, masseuse, 

hairdresser... Downtown, Beacon Hill Park, Dallas Road... 

I love the diversity -- you see all age ranges in Cook Street Village. 

I love the dogs & how welcoming this area is to dogs. 

I love the trees. 

I love the well-kept lovely older homes. 

I love the beautiful yards. 

 

27. I love that it is walkable, and pleasant to walk, that there is a diversity of ages, a mix of renters 

and owners, and that people smile and say hello as they walk by. I love that I can walk to Cook 

St. Village and get a coffee or groceries, and can walk back by the ocean. I love that I feel safe 

at all hours in the neighborhood.  
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28. Proximity to Dallas Rd, Beacon Hill Park, walking distance to downtown. 

Interesting variety of styles and homes. 

Gardens and green spaces, trees. 

Restaurants in Cook St Village. 

General walkability. 

29. Local businesses, trees, Beacon Hill Park, Dallas Rd pathway along the water, to name a few.  

30. Easy walking distances to amenities, restaurants, parks and downtown.  Urban forest and 

green space. Mixed neighbourhoods with variety of housing styles and densities. Active 

Community centres and senior centre. 

31. Cook St Village (CSV) has walkability, friendliness, attractive buildings, tres and wide sidewalks, 

a sense of a meeting place that is stress-free, not downtown, but still has shops with 

everything one might wish to buy (except a bakery).  Surrounding streets have traditional 

housing and terrific gardens, showing how much folk value their community 

32. I love the walkability, bus service, the variety and scale and age of housing, a mix of ages of 

residents, street trees, MJS school ( but after school hours the playgrounds are not used 

much), Fairfield mall is just the right size for the neighbourhood, the small corner stores. 

33. THE ARTS N' CRAFTS HOMES 

34. The quietness. Friendly people. Cycling and walking distance to ocean, trails, services (stores 

and small commercial vendors), and downtown. Lots of bicycle usage. Good bus service. Lots of 

families. Birds and bees. Blossom trees and gardens. Being close to the ocean. Absence of 

tourists. Absence of big box stores and strip malls. Fun cultural events like Moss Street Paint In 

and the market. Relaxed about street parking (not militant like Fernwood). 

35. eclectic, friendly, supportive, interesting, many families with children, close to everything, can 

shop without a car 

36. Convenient location, walking distance to downtown amenities. Beacon Hill park. The off leash 

dog walk area off Dallas Road. Cook street Village. Friendly laid back vibe.  

37. Being able to walk to locally owned coffee shops, Thrifty's, Red Barn, pharmacies, Ross Bay 

Graveyard, Cook Street, and the ocean.   

I love the quiet residential streets, beautiful homes of all sizes, older character homes and of 

course the gardens at Government House. 

Friendly, open minded neighbours, lots of deer and birds. 

38. This is where my kids go to school, and go to summer camp. It's a beautiful family friendly 

neighborhood. 
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39. Walkability; access to beaches, parks; access to public transit; character of homes; many 

families with children; walk to grocery, coffee shops, etc.; mature trees; dog parks; quiet side 

streets 

40. Accessibility (beach/water, parks, downtown...) 

 

Variety of people and houses 

 

Safe, clean, but not pretentious  

 

41. Close to the sea and Beacon Hill Park. Beautiful and safe for bicycling and walking. People are 

by and large friendly. A mix of ages and types of housing. Food shopping is convenient and can 

be done on foot or bike. Good schools relatively close by. The village is small and has most of 

the amenities. It, has Pic A Flic ( video store in Victoria) .  Buildings are under 4 storeys and 

developers have not yet established a foothold. Moss Street market and Paintin, Art Gallery.  

42. Close to town, walking distance to restaurants and shops, quiet, lots of trees 

43. Love the close proximity to the ocean and stores, love the trees and the older homes. 

44. I enjoy the "sense of community" in my neighbourhood and the mix of residents ( families; 

seniors; singes etc) I love that the design integrity of the neighbourhood is intact and most of 

the homes reflect the original character from the 1940's +- when the subdivision was created. I 

love that there are parks and open space , including beach access, within close proximity to my 

home. 

45. ambience, proximity to downtown, Cook Street Village, Fort Street, Beacon Hill Park 

46. I love the neighbourhood feeling. I like the sidewalks.  People walk all over the neighbourhood.  

We know our neighbours and everyone is so friendly.  We are in walking distance of doctors, 

dentists, grocery, insurance, drug stores, pubs, restaurants, hardware, beaches, parks, and 

schools.  I like the tree lined streets and the heritage feeling of our neighbourhood.  It is safe 

place for my children to play. 

47. The trees, coffee shops, friendly neighbours, decent bus service, not too far to the beach 

I like the diversity - neighbourhood has seniors, families, children, UVic students, new people, 

people who have lived in Victoria all their lives. There is a good mix of residential types - 

houses old and new, rental apartments, condos. Almost everything I need is within walking 

distance or a short bus or bike ride. 

48. -Public access to ocean 

-Parks for kids and pets 
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-Clean 

-Beautifully maintained city property 

-Architecture and how it has evoked over time (ie not cookie cutter homes) 

Fairfield is close to everything but you don't feel like you are in the middle of traffic 

-friendly 

-activities encouraging community building and engagement (ie Moss street market, most 

street paint in, exercise equipment at cook street park, etc) 

49. Very family friendly and neighbourly; proximity to beaches and playgrounds; close to 

downtown; very walkable and bikeable; great schools; wonderful local businesses 

50. I love that I live in an Old Fashioned neighbourhood,where we help each other and get to know 

each other .We have large gardens and many age groups. 

51. Walking distance to downtown, beaches, library, school 

52. Mature trees, Clover Point Park, Cook St village  

53. Proximity to ocean, beacon hill park, downtown, amenities, parks.  It is a walking 

neighbourhood. 

54. It is treed neighbourhood,  close to the shore and away from densification.   I am disappointed 

however in new home construction which is mostly  unattractive.  They are usually two storey 

boxes with either flat roofs of shed roofs so that the maximum living space is achieved on a lot. 

 

 

55. Love that I can walk downtown. Love the Cook St Village ambiance. Love my friendly block. 

Love having Beacon Hill and Dallas Rd/Clover Point parks so close. 

56. I live in the Humboldt Valley and I love how quiet it is while still being a stone's throw away 

from neighbourhood hubs! I also love the amount of green space and our proximity to the 

ocean. The natural areas in Beacon Hill Park and along Dallas Road are a huge asset in our 

community.  

57. The proximity to downtown, the people in the neighbourhood, the number of parks and green 

spaces, the bike lanes, the small businesses. 

58. It is peaceful with lots of trees, and is close to walk downtown and walk to work. 

59. quiet. close to downtown yet self-contained. Cook Street Village. Hemma. Waterfront. 

neighbours. trees.  

60. I like the green space. The fact that buildings are set back from the sidewalks and have 

gardens, even the condos. There is a sense of community. This is encouraged by being able to 
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walk to neighbourhood shops. I particularly appreciate that the multi-level buildings have been 

kept to four levels. As a result the buildings are on a human level and one does not feel 

overwhelmed when walking through the neighbourhood.  

61. walkable to work , downtown and ocean 

density allows good services and convenient shopping 

62. Being just two blocks from the beach, having Cook St. Village just up the block, being able to 

walk downtown, the small-town village feel.  My dogs love the very pro-dog environment. 

63. Quiet, pretty, The Village, Moss Street Market, near the water, Fairfield Plaza, proximity to 

downtown 

64. the quiet, the views, the parks, nice neighbours 

65. the parks/nature spaces 

66. Nature. Birds. Grass. Clean Air. Trees. Walk to everything. Quietude. Friendly Neighbours. Safe. 

Beach. Park. Small locally-owned businesses. Owner-operated shops. Mom and Pop shops.  

67. Sense of community, parks, Dallas Rd., Cook St. Village 

68. I do not own a business but there was no other option for the question before this one.  

 

What I like about Fairfield is your community centre. They are always welcoming 

69. - close proximity to the Cook Street Village coffee shops, drug store, other shops. 

- close proximity to Dallas road, waterfront walking 

- close proximity to Fairfield plaza shops. I can walk or cycle there 

- easy to walk or cycle downtown from where I live. 

- good, quiet neighbourhood with mix of families and singles, variety of age groups 

- dog friendly 

- lots of trees for now (but see below) 

- happy to pay to have my boulevard mowed. 

- happy to have garbage and kitchen scraps pick up. 

- LOVE the Moss street Market!! 

- Love the Fairfield Art walk (but see below) 

70. Diversity.  Beauty.  Location.  Friendliness. 

71. Community feel 
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72. Proximity to ocean, green spaces (Moss Rock, Ross Bay Cemetery, Beacon Hill Park), downtown 

and Cook St. Village (and to a lesser extent Fairfield Plaza), TREES, plants, friendly atmosphere. 

 

Ability to walk relatively unimpeded for long distances along the waterfront. 

73. walkability   close to the village with shops and services. walkability to childrens parks, Beacon 

Hill Park and downtown close to Y, and Activity Centre 

Neighbours with similar values 

Old converted housing stock -  room for 4 generations and home based business a our duplex. 

Traditional Residential zoning respects various land use options  

well designed conversions that could maximize density              peacocks at sunrise 

74. Hasn’t changed significantly since I grew up here as a kid (50 Years ago). 

75. It's walking distance to downtown Victoria. People generally take pride in their property, which 

helps maintain the quality of life in the area.  And it's basically a friendly place to live. 

76. Variety of domestic architecture 

The Dallas Rd foreshore 

Beacon hill park  

Ross bay cemetery 

Great playgrounds 

Good-willed people 

Choice of Grocery store , pubs, second hand clothes stores 

Health clinics 

 

77. Mix of ages. Mix of housing stock. Good walkability. Not dense commercially. Appropriate 

small retail stores. Low height for houses and commercial space. Accessibility to Dallas Road. 

Not much through traffic on most streets. Beacon Hill Park.  

78. Well off, comfortable, safe, respectful genteel 

79. Convience of services available in Cook Street Village where I live in a strata on Sutlej Street 

80. Tranquility, easy access to the sea, shops is cook street village, the walk ability of the 

neighbourhood, the views of the Olympics, Beacon Hill Park, easy access to downtown. The 

Dallas Rd walkway, the heritage nature of south Fairfield. 
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81. Quiet. Small homes. Tree lined streets. Stability. Multi-family homes and apartments on street 

corners add to the mix, diversity. Cook st village is a nice hub. 

82. Good neighbours, walkability, proximity to shore and downtown 

83. I love it because it is close to downtown, Cook Street Village, Fairfield Plaza and the university 

so I can walk or bike to a lot of places to purchase food, household goods and personal items.  I 

love it because it is close to the ocean and has places like Moss Rock Park, Ross Bay Cemetery, 

Porter Park that I can enjoy.      

84. Ability to walk every where. 

85. I live next to the AGGV. The area is beautiful, many mature trees and attractive houses. The 

AGGV is a plus. Construction of new AGGV will be tough to live next to, the outcome probably 

good. Down the hill is the ocean, it's on a great bus route, easy to get to town by walking. 

Some problems 1) multiple recycling/garbage/green bin days and trucks/companies. Could we 

get this co-ordinated! It's noisy plus. Why do we have stinky, noisy used English diesel buses? 

Time to lose the British idea of Victoria and get green! It's also a mi9racle no one is injured as 

we all approach Fort St on Moss with drivers speed, multiple uses of the road and children on 

the way or returning from school. Slow down signs needed at least. Community gardens would 

be an asset - not everyone owns their own home Fairfielders! There are many apt. dwellers 

who would like to garden. And lets make sure that Victoria does not go the way of Vancouver 

with foreign ownership/tearing down historic houses/building monster ones/and the absent 

landowner status therein.  

86. Walkability -- Ocean, Beacon Hill Park, Cook Street Village and downtown. Small scale 

development rather than high rises. Gardens. People. 

87. I love the diversity of people and the variety of shopping opportunities ( high and low end). 

Proximity to amenities, bus transportation and history "built" in with the heritage houses. 

88. Some diversity 

Walkability 

Density 

Some green spaces 

 

89. Walkability..Beacon Hill park,  Dallas road walk downtown 

90. I live at the corner of Richardson and Linden; I consider it an attractive, quiet, and safe 

neighbourhood.  I can walk to the Y which I use 4 to 5 days a week.  Easy access to gym and 

pool is very important to me in terms of maintaining physical and mental health.  I can easily 

walk downtown to shop, use the library, visit city hall etc.  I can walk to CSV for my weekly 
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video take out.  I meet friends for coffee there or have a meal.  I have access to great walking 

/walks: up to Government House, down to Dallas Road, over to Beacon Hill Park.   

91. The variety of different housing styles, eras, etc.    Not an identical subdivision where all houses 

are the same.   The closeness of Beacon Hill Park and the Ocean.     The variety of folks living 

here. 

92. All amenities are within walking or biking distance. It is environmentally friendly and beautiful. 

All ages and ethnicities are welcome. It is a friendly and vibrant neighbourhood  

93. Access to water, the parks, and all the essential services plus restaurants, pubs, public transit, 

and walk ability to downtown. 

94. Varied age range of residence, income diversity, walk and bike friendly. 

 

Accessibility to Cook St Village, downtown, Moss st Market, the ocean, Moss st Paint-in, Fringe 

Festival venues, Langham Crt theatre.  

 

Tree lined streets, traffic controls. 

 

I love and treasure our deer population! 

95. Walkability and proximity to the downtown core, waterfront and Beacon Hill park. 

96. Friendly, vibrant and a nice mix of young to older residents.  

97. I love the interesting architecture of the homes in the neighbourhood.  They are all different, 

have beautifully kept gardens and big tall trees.  They are a wonderful mixture of old and new.  

I like the small parks dotted throughout.  Being close to town and close to the ocean.  Cook 

Street Village, the ambiance, the neighbourhood feel.  The trees and the small, low rise 

buildings mostly set back from the street.  I like that there are duplexes and four-plexes 

allowed in some areas as long as there is parking provided!  The Moss street market and 

special events. 

98. Location, friendly, community, walking, ocean, the community centre, mindset in general, the 

beauty, accessibility to all types of resources,  

99. Close to Oak Bay, lots of shopping, close to buss-routes 

100. Walk ability. Natural areas. Low scale development. Small local cafes and shops.   

101. Young families moving in renewing the neighbourhood, a feeling of community. Lots of kids 

playing outside! 

Very walkable, lots to do. 
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102. Moss street market, close to downtown and proximity to ocean, established neighbourhood, 

Hemma yoga studio, ocean walking pathway, sense of community 

103. Green space, walk ability, unique stores, interesting places to visit, proximity to downtown, 

quiet residential feel, peaceful and interesting.  I love the restrictions on development as 

currently envisioned under the community plan including the Cathedral Hill Precinct Plan.  I 

love the plan to maintain scenic view lines like the Quadra at Rupert Terrace Olympic Range 

view, the view of the Cathedral, and efforts to preserve these beautiful vistas for everyone.  

Limiting high rise construction to the amphitheater of the downtown core rising away from the 

harbour then dropping again is a beautiful concept.  All trees and gardens are great. 

104. mixed housing and mix of residents, heritage houses, walkable village, amenities locally 

available at primarily independent stores, closeness to BH Park and ocean, friendly people, 

sidewalk cafes, dog friendly, Pic-a-Flik 

105. Walkability.  Retail, commercial. pedestrian vibe. central to downtown amenity. proximity to 

the ocean and beacon hill park. 'neighbourhood'...really KNOW my neighbours...something 

missing in higher density locations.  Urban forest in boulevards, beacon hill. 

106. Good location to live in because of close to Cook Street and Fairfield Plaza where you as a 

senior can get your daily needs!!! Activity centers, parks, children's play areas, suitable walking 

paths. It is a fantastic area of town!!!!  

107. The trees, the ocean, engaged community 

108. That it is primarily a residential location with single family dwellings. 

109. Bikeable and walkable to most amenities. Lots of amenities nearby, in Cook St Village, Fairfield 

Plaza. Lots of trees, parks and green. Ocean nearby. Quiet. Beautiful 

110. trees, people, small shps, character, history proximity. 

111. Green space close to downtown; character buildings; shops close by- Moss Street Market; 

friendly community with a range of age groups . 

112. Proximity to city. 

113. Safe, big trees, friendly neighbours, diversity of houses but all maintaining similar house to yard 

ratio 

114. I love that there are a lot of trees; it is quiet;  residents love it here; neighbors are nice; good 

city services, the Village makes it possible to shop without driving; the ocean and park are 

close; I love my home and garden and they are part of my neighbourhood! The Moss Market, 

car free day on  Cook Street. 

115. Good neighbours, people who care about how their homes look, close to the ocean, the bus 

stop, stores and schools in walking distance.  
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116. Broad, leafy sidewalks. Safety. Quiet, but vibrant in the Cook Street Village. Proximity to 

everything: Beacon Hill Park, Dallas Road waterfront, downtown. Friendliness. Lots of dogs. 

People have pride and take care of their properties. Village is quaint, but full of great 

shops/restaurants. No high-rise buildings. Parking is very easy. 

117. Small, livable, services available and easily accessed. 

118. Beautiful waterfront, streets with lovely trees, friendly neighbours. Mix of housing of all 

different styles 1910-2016. Fair bit of rental accomodation which is good, otherwise it would 

be too rich and snobby. Good schools, good access to downtown. Mostly quiet streets are OK 

for biking.  Decent access to stores for essentials.  Lots of good events happen here and nearby. 

Moss street market. Beacon Hill Park,  Moss Rock, Clover Point Park. Flying kites. The 

playground that time forgot at Bushby and Eberts. Walking or biking in the cemetery. 

119. The location is ideal. We live next to Beacon Hill Park and about 150 metres from the Dalles 

walkway. Cook Street Village is a five minute walk. The variety of well maintained older homes 

is appealing. This area feels like a neighbourhood. Lots of people walking here, young, old and 

in between.  

120. Trees, not too much auto noise, esp at night 

121. greenspace, walkability, access to core services, proximity of schools, character of heritage 

houses 

122. My neighbors and the closeness we have with each other the atmosphere createted  by this. 

123. Great walking neighbourhood...local businesses available so We can easily support local and 

walk to almost everything we need 

 

124. The trees, the houses and the gardens people maintain, the fact that there are still bungalows 

and heritage homes amidst apartment buildings, the parks, Cook Street village and its 

amenities, the fact that dogs are allowed along Dallas Road, and that the height of buildings is 

limited. 

125. We love how easy it is to walk, and cycle in. We love the proximity to parks, water, city. We 

love the lack of noise. We love that we don't have bylaws that are too restrictive - we love that 

we can heat our home with a wood rather than with fossil fuels. 

126. I love the proximity to downtown  

127. People-  I love that it is a mixture of old people, young families, singles, couples, older families 

with teens or older couples that their kids have grown up, gay couples, renters and 

homeowners, pets or no pets, all different types of neighbours which make life interesting. 

Shops- you can walk or bike to the local shops because of proximity and that is so nice not to 

have to drive.  Cook Street village is our favorite!  So many cafés and neat little restaurants and 
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neat shops.  Fairfield plaza is very convenient as well only the parking lot is chaotic at most 

times.  Handy to have the hardware store there.  

Special landmarks or sites-  Close to Dallas road and the beach is the most incredible all along 

the Fairfield and Gonzales area.  Only so many blocks to walk or cycle to get there.  A favorite 

to walk or cycle along the coast!    Moss Rocks is another favorite gem in our community!  The 

parks are a treasured space for children of all ages and they are as precious as the children that 

play there! 

Favorite shops/Restaurants-  The Cottage bakery and Café, The Food Court on McKenzie street, 

The Greek restaurant behind Starbucks in Cook Street village, Pizzeria Primestrada (a gold 

mine, wonder where everyone parks because customers come from all over Victoria to this 

location...I think some park behind the Beagle pub? ), Pic-a Flic ( a favorite haunt ), Bubby 

Rose's, and many many more favorites! 

128. My neighbourhood is clean and quiet (other than summer housing projects and power tools). 

The people that live in the area are generally good-natured and comfortable with each other. 

The architecture and landscaping is wonderful. Development is on the rise, yet new structures 

tend to blend in with the existing landscape, adding to the charm.  

129. Parks, quiet, great school, closeness to the beach. 

130. Green spaces; moss rock, community garden, beaches, waterfront, parks. So many trees & 

gardens.Walkability to shops, schools etc. Safe, clean...possibly too safe & too clean!  

131. I love the high number of businesses and outdoor seating.  

132. mix of age and income households including children 

133. It is close to many amenites: the village; downtown; the park etc. People are friendly. Can go 

many days without using my car. 

134. Great neighbours, close to the ocean, good walking, not much traffic 

135. The architecture, the people and the VILLAGE ATMOSPHERE. 

136. I have lived in Fairfield for 30 years.  I love living one block from Dallas Rd where I walk daily. 

I was very involved as a PAC president of Sir James Douglas school which is where I met many 

friends and neighbors.  We has a strong sense of community.  Also involved in Beacon Hill Little 

League as well as community basketball. 

I love the diversity and casual atmosphere of Fairfield. 

137. That cook st village is becoming quite a vibrant little centre.  

138. I can walk and bicycle safely. I can walk or bike to local stores.  

139. Neighbours;  proximity to Victoria;  walkability.  
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Knowing neighbours.  

140. Mix of business and residential. Rental apartments are available. 

Great amenities - food stores, drug stores, restuarants, liqour stores, etc. all within walking 

distance. 

Friendly, lots of trees. 

141. easy access to Cook St Village, parks, oceanfront, elementary schools and community centre 

pre-school programs, shopping and groceries, Moss St Market, all within walking or short 

biking distance 

142. It is the best neighbourhood in Canada. I love the access to parks, to the water, to many 

amenities, and to the pub. The mature trees are  a big part of the neighbourhood too that I 

love.  

143. The village, though it is not developed enough for me. 

144. Great location.  

145. Quiet and streetscapes of Burdett Ave and Vancouver Street.  Vision for future development in 

this area as outlined in the Humbolt Valley Precinct Plan 

146. Quiet, lots of small businesses, friendly people, nice parks, close to the ocean, walking distance 

to a lot of services, nice trees 

147. Tree-lined streets with high walkability and proximity to varied commercial areas; Cook St. 

village, Fort Street and Dallas Road. 

 

Single-family and low rise multifamily mix that keeps a sense of character and value recognized 

by others. 

148. Nice people 

Walkability  

Access to schools 

Moss st market 

Thrifty foods/plaza- convenient 

149. Neighbourhood feel, shops and walking opportunities 

150. We have good neighbours and we all look out for each other. 

 

Convenience:  we are able to walk many places 
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151. It is friendly and pedestrian friendly. Beautifully situated close to all amenities, making it very 

easy to choose a carless lifestyle. 

152. Beacon hill park by day (not impressed with overnight camping, permanent shelters, late night 

open washrooms and a gutless city council... Dallas road waterfront... large tree lined 

boulavards... 

153. I love my neighbours.  I love how close to the water we live.  I love how close to the grocery 

store we live.  I love how we can walk downtown in 30 minutes. 

154. Being a natural enclave, it is a natural neighbourhood. 

155. Beautiful and safe. Walking and cycling distance to amazing outdoor spots (Beacon Hill Park, 

Dallas road, Government House) and to downtown.  

156. Neihbours of all ages and ethnicities. Beautiful gardens. Near Cook street Village community 

centre and all amenities, love the feeling of knowing neighbours and shopkeepers by name, the 

friendliness of people and th sense of safety and respect for one another in Cook St. Village. 

Love the scale of buildings, can see the sky as I walk- no rel Highrises. Character homes are 

pleasing to walk past especially the open gardens and flowers- the apple and cherry blossom 

trees which creat an astounding snow like beauty in the springtime.I love the shops because 

they are locally owned (or some are. Love the lawn bowling and the bandshell music in Beacon 

Hill Parl- the Postoffice, butcher, Bank, coffee shops ,hairdressers, lawyers, Medical Clinic, etc. 

etc. that are all walking ditance of Dallas rd. walk and the neighbourhood. 

157. The friendly neighbours, the nearness to Beacon Hill Park, Downtown, Cook Street Village, the 

Ocean. 

158. It's clean, green, friendly.  

159. green space. low traffic, medium/low density (neighborhood feel) 

160. Quiet tree lined streets and a small town feel. I feel safe too. 

161. The ability to walk for all my daily needs as well as social and recreation. 

162. Beautiful streets, well kept houses, wide roads, close to Oak Bay and downtown.  Good 

schools. 

Walkability. 

163. I love the community feel, the nature (I have tons of trees on my street), I love my location I'm 

in cook st. village and it is so convenient. I also am a young female living alone and i feel very 

safe! 

164. I love that I can walk to and along the Dallas Rd and get a 270 degrees ocean view. The parks 

(and green spaces such as Ross Bay cemetery) are very important. Also, the vibrant commercial 

areas such as Cook St Village with its community center, restaurants and small independent 



 

Page 21 of 130 
Fairfield and Gonzales Neighbourhood Plans Phase 2 Imagine Appendices 1-4 (Complete Results) 

October 4, 2016  
 

stores: food, liquor, medical clinics, clothing and DVD's!  Also, this area is excellent for more 

growth, and can sustain higher buildings that offer units for sale/rent and commercial outlets 

at street level. This is a hub where people can mingle at the many coffee shops and has a 

unique character. (A smaller version of Commercial Dr in Vancouver where we once lived).  

Compared to the Fairfield Plaza - which is popular with residents but is car centered and lacks 

the vibrancy of Cook St Village.  Overall, we are fortunate to have the two shopping areas (cook 

st & fairfield plazza) nearby. Also, the wonderful Moss St Market on Saturdays.  I always want 

to live in a neighbourhood that supports a mixture of people of all ages  -  who own or rent and 

who come from  different cities/countries.  To attract and keep a "creative class" (artists, 

musicians, students, writers, part-time art administers) we need to be able to offer a variety of 

accommodation options - short rentals, long term rentals, and the option to buy micro 

suites/condos/lofts/townhouses/multi-family/single family.  Also - family means different 

things to different people.  I love our neighbourhood because, for the most part, people really 

respect each other.  

165. Quiet. Birds. Nature. 

166. The neighbors and the access to the Fairfield plaza. 

167. Walkable to businesses, parks and cultural events 

Varied demographic live in this neighbourhood (age, economic) 

Friendly  

Good schools 

168. Old houses. Walkability. Few Condos. Gentrification. Wealth, not poverty. Greenspace, parks, 

playgrounds and beaches. Good schools.  

169. Community events, walkable, small businesses, lots of families. 

170. close to beach, short walk to local restaurants and shops 

171. It is walkable and bike able. A sense of community. 

172. Low key area, peace and quiet, increasing diversity of community, friendliness of residents, 

manageability of reasonable sized economic areas (Cook St village and Thrifty's plaza), single 

family dwelling orientation, minimal 'creep' of over-development by outside developers.  

173. The community centre and its commitment to youth programming 

174. Being so close to downtown but having its own unique identity. 

175. A very tight community where we know everyone on the block and kids roam free playing back 

yards.  Gardens.  

176. The greenery of Cook Street Village (which is my neighbourhooe)...all the beautiful trees that 

nourish our neighbourhood, and create a unique ambiance.  
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The character of Cook Street Village that allows people to connect with each other via walking, 

having a coffee in local outdoor spaces, and the feeling that this is a destination: a place to 'be' 

and appreciate one's surroundings, rather than a rush to get something where or always get 

something done 

177. Mix of young, old, families, singles, mature neighbourhood, quiet streets, trees, Beacon Hill 

Park, ocean and Cook Street Village. 

178. Family oriented, public access to beaches, parks. 

Quiet at night. 

179. I love living in Fairfield because people wish to control what happens to the neighbourhood. I 

like the friendly feeling when I walk around. I also like shopping in the cook street village with 

its coffee shops and stores. In the future planning I hope we can control the height of the 

buildings. The City plan dose not seem too reflect this concept for the future. Older property 

should be protected from developers over building. We should encourage more family homes. 

180. I live in the Cook Street Village.  I love that it is people friendly, many neighbours knowing each 

other.  It is a village atmosphere with streets lined with huge beautiful trees and no 

developments over 4 storeys in height.  The sidewalk culture is vibrant with good setbacks of 

the commercial buildings along Cook Street.  The village currently has a comfortable flow 

moving south to the children's park on the corner of Park and then on to Dallas road walkway. 

181. I love the fact I can walk to downtown or shops in my neighbourhood . But with these 

conveniences I have nature and the beach close by. I love the off leash areas available and 

hope this does not change.  

182. It is very walkable / bikeable. It is safe.  It is close to all amenities. There are lots of parks, 

playgrounds, and green spaces.  People tend to be friendly.  The deer are lovely. 

183. Low density, one or two story buildings 

Lots of trees, gardens 

Shared access to the ocean for everyone, with low story buildings on the ocean front, no high 

building permitted 

Proximity to Beacon Hill Park 

Walking along the bluffs with my dog along Dallas Rd 

Proximity to services and businesses in Cook St Village 

Safe, friendly neighborhood with mix of renters and owners  

Cloverpoint Park 

184. that everyone walks everywhere, so many people bike commute and good restaurant choices 

on Cook St. lots of parks, especially Beacon Hill Park and Dallas Rd. And as neighbours, 
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everyone knows each other. they take the time to introduce themselves to you when you're 

new. so welcoming and friendly! 

185. access to the ocean, Moss St. market 

186. A mix of single family homes with low-rise apartments.  People greet each other on the street.  

Our street has an annual street party.  Shopping is close by.  Beach access is easy.  Off-leash 

dog park.  Tree-lined streets. Parks have been improved.  Businesses are friendly. 

187. proximity to downtown, beacon hill park, waterfront and cook street village 

 

pedestrian friendly 

188. the comfortable ambiance - trees & open areas, multi-unit homes but not multi unit 

developments (the scale of the built environment), walkability, ability to see green skyline as 

opposed to buildings, close to everything 

189. Narrow streets, people on the sidewalk, houses close to streets, cycling, quiet and relatively 

car-free. 

190. Uniqueness/charm, friendly neighbourhood, Gary Oak trees, location/proximity to coastline 

and down town 

191. Beautiful parks and trees and plants. Walkability to stores. Dog leash free park on Dallas. 

Clean. Not too much traffic. New homes mostly in keeping with neighbourhood style ie no 

monster homes. Tables on the sidewalk so can eat outside. 

Low rise buildings - no high rises 

192. By the sea - eclectic community 

193. I love that it has a quiet casual feel. There isn't a lot of hustle bustle and I love that there is very 

little traffic. It feels like a place you can come to relax and not hear traffic and business noise 

that you get downtown or in other busier communities. You can open your windows and doors 

for fresh air without having a  lot noise. Its a respectful community that I enjoy very much. 

194. park; seeing trees all around my 3rd floor apt; hearing birdsong (and peacocks) in the early 

morning especially; golden light over the heritage houses and back gardens in the morning (my 

apt overlooks N and W, and a private lane, at the back of my building) and fantastic sunsets 

over the park in the evening; quiet (29db max) in my apt, sense of peace and pace of living, 

accessible shopping; neighbours and neighbourhood and walkability - I meet and greet my 

neighbours as we walk through CSV; cafes;  

195. Proximity to parks, amentities, where I need to be. Sense of community. 

196. Treed. Quiet. Low density. Lovely gardens. 
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197. Sense of community.  Friendly neighbors. Clover point.   

198. The sense of community and having so many different services in such a small area, without 

needing to use a car. 

199. Quiet, peaceful, good neighbours, walking distance to beaches, a library, and Oak Bay Village 

200. I love access to the ocean, cook st. village (walk in, food, grocery, alcohol), work (FGCA), parks, 

and proximity to downtown. Forested areas, grassed areas, and parks are really amazing, too. 

201. The quiet walkable residential streets and the proximity to ocean and parks 

202. The Quiet But Creative People  

203. Everything before Tent City and Mt. Edwards 

204. A very livable, walkable neighbourhood. Inclusive of rentals and homeowners. Green. Low rise 

( 4 stories) buildings and set back from road. Active but contained commercial area. 

205. We walk and bike most places. We know our neighbours and many friends live nearby. We 

have never had a theft so crime is low. There is mixed rental and owned homes so great 

diversity exists. It is quiet and beautiful and there is a lot of green space and public land all 

around. Close proximity to the beach and ocean is a huge plus. 

206. Peaceful, good access to beaches, walking, library downtown, convenient local shopping 

(Fairfield Plaza), good food gardening (windy though!), friends, lots of cyclists. 

207. Affluent 

208. A peaceful, safe neighbourhood.  Friendly, usually progressive people.  Wonderful environment 

with parks, ocean, events and most places like downtown and events there walkable. 

209. Quiet, tree lined streets, friendly but not intrusive people, respectful neighbours, proximity to 

town to walk or bike, easy recreation access. 

210. Proximity to the ocean and the great walking routes. 

211. I'm in the 900 block Fairfield, looking out onto Collinson.  Like the mix of social housing, 

apartments, our condo and homes:  some with rental accommodation and some heritage. 

Everyone gets on well, despite the variety of housing.  Lots of trees, grass and gardens. 

Very convenient to the downtown core so I can walk many places.  Don't have to add carbon  

to the atmosphere or worry about parking. 

212. One of loveliest anywhere.  Two mini  parks on Maddison,where I live are amazing.  Historic 

houses and gardens contribute to the atmosphere. 
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213. Walkability to schools, beaches, stores and services (on Oak Bay Ave).  Pockets of wildness 

(chip trail in Pemberton Park), remnant oak areas (little wild park pockets at Maddison Street, 

end of Redfern Street/Brighton)...  

214. Closeness to downtown.  

215. I have a mix of middle aged and elders on my street.  We look out for each other.  The renters 

unfortunately are not as engaged but those who own their own homes are connected. 

216. The beach. It's a great place to walk my dog.  

217. Very friendly people who care about the area.  

218. walkability; lots of trees; lots of coffee shops, restaurants and services nearby 

219. The walkability, the mix of heritage houses, the proximity to the ocean, the Moss St Market, 

Cook St potential.   

220. I like the walk-ability that exists and a sense of a community within a community... (Fairfield 

within Victoria) 

221. The quiet and clean peaceful area 

222. Able to be car-free, access to groceries and services, neighbourliness, trees. 

223. Green, quiet, ocean views, nice neighbours. Good access to downtown amenities.  

224. The friendliness, and laid back attitude of people in Fairfield always makes me grateful that I 

live here.  

I also love the vibrancy and diversity of people.  

I love that it is so close to downtown yet it is quiet and residential.  

Finally, I love Beacon Hill park and Dallas road dog park  and cook street village. They 

contribute to making Fairfield the best place I've ever lived.  

225. Walkability.  Friendliness of neighbours.  

226. I live on  Burdett 

I like its proximity to town,the cathedral, the ocean and Beacon hill park 

227. I own a rental property in Fairfield, but there was no field for that. And where we live is a mere 

couple blocks away. I love Fairfield because of the lovely mix of residential and 

retail/commercial. It means I rarely have to drive to do basic living. The mix of rental and 

owned residences is also nice - avoids just the rich living in one place. It's a vibrant place to live. 

It's also very close to the DT. 

228. I love the peaceful atmosphere.  I like the balance of all ages of people - old, middle-aged, 

young, families.  I love the trees and grass.  I like that we are a well established neighborhood.  
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Cook St. Village is a gem.  Proximity to downtown is awesome.  We have alot of Modo car coop 

cars.  The neighborhood is safe in my opinion. 

229. Quiet. Beautiful  

230. I love living down town close to so many opportunities for 

entertainment,eating,shopping,walking. 

231. My neighbourhood is downtown but it is quiet and beautiful.  It is populated by mainly 

educated and gentrified people and retirees. 

232. Heritage buildings, character homes with gardens. Green spaces between houses. 

233. beautiful, green, easy access, safe, clean, community oriented, good schools, Moss Street 

Market, Cook street village; closeness to beach, parks, and inner city;  

234. location location location 

235. Gary oak trees and little parklets.  

Pemberton Park 

Gonzales Beach 

Heritage houses 

Young and old people 

Neigbours 

Lawndale and Maddison Street annual block party (going on 23 years) 

Small neighbourhood book exchanges like the one on Clare Street. 

Moss Street Market 

236. It is well established with elderly and young families.  Neighbours know each other well and are 

committed to maintaining the neighbourhood's friendly ambience and safety. 

237. The ability to walk to many different types of services (groceries, bank, pharmacy etc) and 

recreational activities (baseball, tennis, beach).  And that it is only a 7 minute commute to 

downtown Victoria. 

238. Cook St. Village, path along Dallas Rd., Beacon Hill Park 

239. Walkability to shops and services. 

Pet friendly  

Trees 

Green Space 

240. How close it is to downtown and to the beach  
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241. Residential, treed, calm,  

242. Proximity to neighbourhood shopping streets and centres along Oak Bay Avenue, Thrifty's 

Plaza and Cooke Street Village; presence of good schools in the neighbourhood; proximity to 

downtown and downtown Oak Bay; beaches; hilltop parks; proximity to Government House 

and Rockland.  Diversity of housing stock; street trees and general scale of the neighbourhood 

243. relatively quiet, limited traffic, green, parkspace 

close to amenities, yet primarily residential 

familiarity of longtime neighbours 
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2. What should be improved in your neighbourhood? 

237 response(s) to this question. 

# Response 

1. Reduce the commercial truck traffic in the village, improve commercial loading areas (not 

centre turning lane) Educate pedestrians that they must at least stop and look both ways 

before crossing a street.  Many just step straight off of the curb without out even hesitation. 

2. Better zoning to allow for more duplexes and other ground-oriented housing in the existing 

single family neighbourhoods. 

 

More commercial zoning to allow more corner stores 

 

Better zoning to allow construction of up to 5 stories in CSV without a rezoning. 

3. I don't like to see the character of the neighbourhood changing by tearing down homes and 

building homes that are huge and lack any personality at all.  

4. more affordable housing 

5. Lillian Road should be a 30k zone in lieu of the many cross streets that intersect it and that 

there is a daycare on the corner of Richmond and Lillian.  

I'm not against development if it fits into the neighbourhood and the developers aren't blasting 

the rock face. The rocky areas are part of the Gonzales landscape, and are from the Paleozoic 

era (6 million years old). Blasting just creates permanent gouges that will be there permanently 

after the house is gone. Blasting also affects the water tables for the trees and creates a more 

unstable environment in the rock when we have the inevitable earthquake. 

6. I am fearful that what is happening in parts of Vancouver will happen here; that is, the 

destruction of existing homes to be replaced with modern, monster homes which do not "fit" 

into our neighbourhood and destroy one of the very reasons why we love living here! 

7. I think it needs to be more bike-friendly (bike lanes, encouragement for bicycles, etc.), and I 

think there should be more spaces and events that are designed to bring people together so 

that they can meet one another and share ideas and energy. 

8. We need more affordable housing for families. So many of the condos in the neighbourhood 

have strata rules preventing children from living there. So many of the apartments are aging 

and in need of major repairs. We also need a real grocery store in Cook St Village 

9. Protected bike lanes on Cook St. 

It would be lovely to have a library closer than the Central Branch. 
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10. Our Community Association is not focused on serving the broader community. their  interest is 

day care and activities (all important) but not land use. They make is very difficult for people on 

the board who who like to focus on that.  A believe a strong community association would 

improve my neighbourhood. But not this one I witnessed yelling at a meeting at a board 

meeting and know many people who do not want to get involved for similar reasons to mine..  

11. Too many cars shortcutting through resential streets. Too many speeding cars on side streets. 

Too many cars parking on the street rather than in driveways. If our street had less traffic and 

was clogged with fewer cars, we could have kids playing road hockey, riding bikes, etc. 

12. There is a great deal of pressure on the price of housing because this is a great neighborhood 

to live in.  I would like to see changes that will make Fairfield homes more affordable.  I believe 

that garden suites should be allowed without rezoning required. 

13. Traffic  

No bike lanes on Cook Street  

Cook St village in need of modernizing 

14. Greater transparency in the development permit process.  Planners should listen to neighbours 

too, but my experience in vancouver is they couldn't care a less about neighbours or 

neighbourhoods. 

 

I am afraid I am going to be priced out of my neighbourhood.  Not because of the NIMBYs 

(ironically they actually keep rental prices down with their garden and basement suites) but 

developers taking away affordable housing stock.  

15. The loss of the RBC branch with no banking alternatives in close proximity.  

The mayor's 'bone to pick' with the village. Biketoria and her sudden reversal of the condo 

project are examples. She listens to the few but not the majority of residents or business 

owners.  

16. Speed limits on arterial roadways and management of speed on these roadways. Cars using 

narrow residential street at a cut through.  

17. Traffic - neighbourhood roads becoming heavy thruways (e.g., Vancouver, Southgate, 

Richardson, May), with increasing incidences of conflict between users (e.g., pedestrians, 

cyclists, elderly, people on scooters, people with strollers, skateboarders, etc.) 

Style and types of residences - some terribly designed residences infilling areas where 

character homes/apartments are - not terrible in themselves but terrible in context--some 

should stay in pages of Dwell magazine, not in some streets 

18. Dated playground (pemberton park). Cook Street Village retail is not useful for day to day 

shopping. More childcare space, including out of school care. 
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19. We need a bakery in the village. Something like Crust Bakery. If the bank is leaving we need at 

minimum a bank machine. Let's keep development at 4 stories.  

20. Housing availability and affordability are huge issues. Most people who want to live in this 

neighbourhood can't afford it. I would love to see density increased and transit improved along 

transportation corridors. It's important for the City to have vision in addressing climate change, 

and Fairfield presents an excellent opportunity to reduce transportation-related emissions by 

situating more people closer to the downtown core and making it easy for them to move 

around without cars. 

21. 1. Lacking diversity (socio-economic) 

2. More small independent businesses/services sprinkled throughout the neighbourhood 

(rather than clumped in a business development "zone") 

3. Less densification through the subdivision of lots and removal of single family dwellings for 

4+ unit condos 

 

22. Some of the roads need repair, and possibly a bike lane down Richardson would be 

appreciated.  Keep bikes off Fairfield, it's better suited for vehicles and transit.  The Thrifty's 

complex is looking a bit tired BUT any redevelopment should be to scale for the neighbourhood 

given close proximity to existing homes (i.e. nothing too high or overbearing).  There is 

potential for another village centre to pop up somewhere in the Fairfield/Gonzales area, 

something much smaller than Cook St. Village but still has cafes etc.  Porter park could use 

some new playground equipment. Bike lanes on Dallas Rd. 

23. bike lanes  

more commercial places 

boulevards and streets  and sidewalks 

maintenance of some private properties 

 

 

24. We need to encourage density and in particular rental accommodation. Ideally, we can help 

people and developers access subsidies or incentives to keep rent costs down so that people 

can afford to live here while working at businesses or going to university. We need processes 

that create ways for our diverse population to collaborate on neighbourhood planning.  

Access to Beacon Hill Park can be improved. We need protected bike lanes so young families 

and less confident people can safely bike through Fairfield and into downtown. 
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25. Protection of traditional character homes.  The character of the neighbourhood is being eroded 

through the demolition of existing homes for higher density developments or just poorly 

designed single family homes (for which no design controls exist).   

 

I support the retention of the traditional residential areas and policies that support the 

retention of the character homes.  I appreciate the City are looking for densification 

opportunities but, if this is supported, it should be done sequentially.  First in the Large Urban 

Villages, then in the Urban residential areas and, only then,  through sensitive house 

conversions in the traditional residential areas. 

26. To maintain the vibrancy it needs to be affordable for young people, families, etc. This means 

more rental options and affordable housing. 

 

Fairfield Road is busy and noisy. Are there ways to address this? More crosswalks? Lower 

speed limit (e.g. 40 km throughout). We've seen lots of accidents. Crossing this road can be 

dangerous. 

 

Bike lanes on busy roads - Fairfield and Cook Street. 

Ample bike racks outside stores, restaurants, businesses. 

 

I heard the Bank in Cook Street might be closing. I think a neighbourhood bank is important, 

especially for people with mobility issues. 

27. Housing is a challenge--there are so many wonderful families that would love to live in Fairfield 

and can't afford it.  I'd love to see more "micro village centers" arise--crossroads where there 

are a few small shops or businesses that create a gathering place (like Moss & May). I worry 

about old houses being torn down and either huge houses replacing them or lots divided and 

several small homes built with a loss of the green space that we need for the birds and small 

animals. At the same time it's important to have more housing for people. Definitely a 

challenge.  

28. Need for increased density-should be met not only with apartments but townhouse type 

developments to attract more families,children. 

Airbnb should not be allowed when it is dealt with as a business and not as a situation where a 

homeowner uses this as a mortgage helper for the home they live in. 

Commercial growth in the Cook St Village could be enhanced by developing some of the older 

tired buildings on the east side.  

29. Protect Cook St Village from Biketoria going down Cook St - protect the small local businesses 
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30. Urban forest under duress from drought.  Requires some pruning and watering interventions 

so we don't lose our beautiful trees.  Bring in more sad cycling routes.  Make Coo Street Village 

centre pedisterian only...eliminate cars, bikes in the busy area between Oscar and Oxford on 

Cook Street. 

31. A comprehensive transportation plan is needed, one that takes into account all modes as well 

as the disabled, prams and climate change.  Focusing on one mode at a time, be it bikes or 

transit, is a recipe for unnecessary arguments. 

 

The planning approach needs to be evolutionary - too big buildings and too much investment 

too soon is what kills the attractiveness of unique places the world over. But when densities 

are gradually increased, attractiveness can be maintained and enhanced.  

 

Where most buildings are 1-3 stories, it's an act of violence to propose a 5-6 storey building, 

especially on the edge of a village. 3-4 storeys, sensitively done, can be accommodated for 

now, and when there is a majority of 3-4 storey buildings, higher heights should be considered. 

 

As important as mass is style. CSV's architecture is eclectic, to be kind. But its variations give it 

an unmistakable charm that underscores its appeal to residents and visitors alike. It is crucial to 

maintain this charm; in particular, it is important not to impose buildings that look as if they'd 

fit better in downtown. CSV and its neighbours most emphatically do not want to look like 

downtown - they, like other villages in the city - see themselves as an antidote to downtown. 

One thing that could be done, perhaps in conjunction with other "large urban villages" is to 

hold some kind of architectural event or competition that could generate ideas and consensus 

about the types of green, stylistic buildings that fit in urban villages 

32. There are 5 seniors or nursing homes in Gonzales. Many residents in those facilities take walks 

or are pushed in wheelchairs.  Sidewalks should be repaired for rampdowns, and lifted 

concrete. Gonzales beach should have access for wheelchairs and walkers at least for the street 

level.  The view 

from the street level where there is a bench is usually blocked with vegetation. Benches could  

be grouped occasionally to encourage small group visiting. Perhaps a kiosk could be installed 

for local notices. add more picnic tables  to the terraced area.  Include a picnic table at street 

level to accommodate a wheelchair. Perhaps install a bocce court at the street level or even on 

one of the terraces. More bike racks. Install benches periodically along streets for those who 

need a break on their walks.  Perhaps at a few bus stops which could also be used by those 

walking by.  Bike (skateboard,scooter) path paralel  to the walking path along Dallas Rd. 

Protected dog access areas. Nothing so tall that the view of the Strait is blocked from the 

street. 
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33. TO HAVE LOCAL RESIDENTS CENTERED ENGAGEMENT OVER STAFF ENGAGEMENT. THE STAFF 

TO STAFF REPORTING HAS CAUSED HUGE PROBLEMS IN THIS COMMUNITY. 

34. Housing affordability (both sales and rentals). Ethnic diversity (currently not enough). Access to 

affordable food. We are new to the neighbourhood and not sure yet what else needs 

improving. 

35. need a bakery, more affordable housing for families 

36. Lack of consultation and consideration from the City of Victoria. Lately, the number of 

disturbances, from emergency vehicle sirens. Proximity to Tent City. Fairfield has reached a 

saturation point concerning social housing and services. Degradation of street safety and 

security. 

37. Stop allowing perfectly fine homes to be torn down for outsized concrete "west coast houses". 

These are higher than other homes and block sunlight from neighbours gardens. They do not fit 

in architecturally and the contractors take down every tree on the lot!   

Pedestrian lights need to be installed by the Fairfield Mall and by the school at Richmond and 

Fairfield. 

38. Bike lanes would greatly help. 

39. Traffic on Ross Street needs to be controlled. The East end of Ross is a blind curve with no 

crosswalks. This makes access to Gonzales beach from Ross Street very challenging. Suggest a 

crosswalk at Ross and Robertson and at Ross and Wildwood to facilitate access to bus stops. 

Speed is also a major issue on Ross Street as the 30km zone ends where Ross begins. Some 

drivers speed up significantly along Ross and the speed limit is not well marked. There are 

homes with children along the whole street and many bikes using the street. In the 3 months 

I've lived in the neighbourhood, I have witnessed a car accident at Ross and Wildwood when 

someone ran the stop sign and seen drivers run the stop sign on Wildwood on numerous other 

occasions. I'm very worried for the safety of children, pedestrians and cyclists on Ross Street. 

Suggest showing the speed limit to 30kms per hour. Also suggest a four way stop at Ross and 

Wildwood to slow traffic and increase pedestrian safety when crossing. I am also concerned 

about the tour buses that drive Ross Street. It is a single lane street when cars are parked on 

either side and some buses drive fast, again coming around the blind corner. Another traffic 

issue is at Fairfield and Saint Charles. Another blind curve where cars are making left turns onto 

Fairfield off St Charles, at the same time as cars are pulling out of the Fairfield plaza parking lot 

and pedestrians crossing at the sidewalk. Seems a dangerous situation. Suggest a traffic light at 

Fairfield and St Charles. 

40. Less street parking 

 

More traffic calming devices (several streets are used as cut throughs) 
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Cheaper groceries/more choice 

 

Assurance kids will get into local school if registered in time  

41. Street (especially those where only one side and be used for parking) should be restricted to 

residents.  Speed limits should be reduced to 40 kmh throughout the neighbourhood. Green 

garbage bins should accept garden waste so that individuals do not need to drive to Garbally 

Rd. with it. The community plan should not be overruled by the OCR with regards height of 

buildings.  Biketoria should not be designed only by foreign experts but by local cyclist like John 

Luton. Cook Street should be closed from Oscar to Dallas every weekend of the summer 

creating a festival atmosphere which the whole community could enjoy. 

42. Parking by non residents during the day is a problem, robberies and break ins a serious 

problem, deer are increasing and an irritant.  New multi family construction needs to include 

sufficient parking not to further overload street parking.  I have no issues with additional 

development in Cook Street Village area. 

43. I would love to see underground wiring. Also would like to see the bus stop moved at Moss and 

Fairfield as it is a danger to traffic and pedestrians. Maybe flashing lights at the pedestrian walk 

at St. Charles and Fairfield...lots of people almost get hit in that crosswalk. 

44. We need to get a grip on the increased vehicular traffic in this neighbourhood. A "roundabout" 

at Brooke and Stannard may help slow folks down. Now they speed up and down Stannard and 

along Brooke. 

I would recommend that design guidelines for new construction be put in place sooner rather 

than later so as to retain existing character in this and other older neighbourhoods. 

We need more substantial blvd trees in our area. Many of the exisitng older blvd  trees are 

failing but replacing them with oaks alone means that for many many years the boulevards will 

appear bare. We need to supplement the oak trees with some faster growing leafy trees for 

"instant" beautification. 

45. More housing options for rent and/or purchase; high rise, low rise apartment, townhouse, etc. 

46. The after-beach-party crowd travelling from Gonzales through the neighbourhood in the wee 

hours could keep their voices down.   

 

The tearing down of older homes to build large concrete boxes is changing the look of the 

neighbourhood in a way I'm not in love with.   

47. bike lanes, bike routes.  
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48. -cycling infrastructure 

-pace of development in cook street village. Not wanting it to become 'over developed' losing 

the village/community feel. Not wanting it to become impersonal.  

-diversity of housing 

-siting of sewage treatment plant at clover point is illogical from a transportation planning 

perspective; truck traffic would likely negatively impact the community feel and safety.  

49. Improve parking (despite residential parking on our street, we are often unable to park near 

our house); cars drive too fast on our street -- drivers see it as a fast thoroughfare and use it as 

an alternative to Moss and Cook Streets; we need more allotment community gardens; we 

need to make it easier for small businesses to start up and thrive; we would like to see Crystal 

Pool renovated and upgraded; and lastly we hate it when our neighbours put all of their junk 

on the boulevards and it sits there for days and weeks on end.  

50. the recent demolition and in fill of the gardens has created uncertainty and and an uneasiness 

especially when a house goes on the market.We have lost many affordable heritage worthy 

houses which have been replaced with over priced large (seriously ill fitting) boxes that 

resemble commercial buildings. 

Fast moving traffic is an issue on the narrow streets. 

51. Opportunity for more community involvement, community gardens, family activities 

52. No sewage plant at Clover Point.  Beacon hill park would be OK 

53. Housing that is affordable for ALL income groups--rental and for purchase.  Development of co-

op and co - housing.   

54. I wonder if is there are any effective planning controls every time I pass the boxy and 

inappropriate large apartment  development on the corner next to the TLC old house opposite 

the cemetery. The overpaid and large City planning staff should at least be looking at historic 

zonings and propose changes so that such inappropriate never takes place anywhere else in 

the City. 

55. There is not a lot to improve. Maybe a few more interesting stores on Cook Street... 

56. Maintaining a supply of affordable rental spaces is key. There are lots of us who can't afford to 

buy but don't want to rent micro units right in the heart of downtown where a lot of 

development is happening.  

*Focus on smaller developments (four stories or less), secondary suites, etc. 

*Better representation of the humboldt valley as part of Fairfield. 

57. Removal of tent city and the remediation of the site.  

58. Issues:  The Mount Edwards housing building should NOT be used for low-barrier housing.   
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In the future, I request that BC Housing consults extensively with our closed Fairfield 

neighbours regarding the future use of Mount Edwards Court.  Mount Edwards Court is so 

close to the Christ Church Cathedral Elementary School. 

 

I would like to see Mount Edwards Court be renovated to provide housing with supports 

reflective of our Fairfield neighbourhood.  Positive examples of what I think would blend into 

our Fairfield neighborhood could be: 

• A subsidized nursing home for the elderly, and/or 

• A subsidized nursing home for single mothers and fathers, and/or 

• Aging-out foster care children, and/or 

• Single parents, and/or 

• Low income apartments for seniors. 

59. more density. more affordable housing. 

60. The volume of traffic has increased over the past few years and the speed at which cars travel 

on side streets is dangerous. Parking on both sides of the street is also a safety issue.  

Often, when single family homes are sold a multi-living unit is built. This is going to happen but 

every effort should be made to limit the height of the buildings and ensure adequate green 

space is maintained around the building.  

61. better enforcement on illegal suites, illegal multi-units and illegal rentals (Air BnB) 

dogs under control along Dallas waterfront 

62. It could use a large grocery store.  Oxford Foods is convenient, but it has limited items and is 

less than clean.  Will only buy sealed items and I always double check the date as they often 

sell expired items.  It would be nice to be able to have my dogs sit on outside patios with me at 

The Beagle and other coffee/eateries. 

63. Discourage people from environmentally poor practices: gas-powered leaf blowers and 

mowers, insecticides, leaving cars running, blocking sidewalks with cars. Conspire to open up 

the Moss/Fairfield intersection to community oriented establishments (there should NEVER 

have been real estate offices situated on commercially viable corners). 

64. more public works/Art  

65. There are no community development services available at all. We need community 

development to unleash the potential of the neighbourhood and help solve community wide 

problems. For example, there are likely a gazillion dollars locked up in publicly traded 



 

Page 37 of 130 
Fairfield and Gonzales Neighbourhood Plans Phase 2 Imagine Appendices 1-4 (Complete Results) 

October 4, 2016  
 

companies through retirement savings. Community development can unleash all of that money 

to help solve the affordable housing problem.   

 

There is no community level data available. What is the state of our eco-system? What are the 

stories of this land?  

66. 1. Priority: Mount Edwards Court as low barrier housing needs to be closed as it it next door to 

a K8 elementary school which is endangering young children and our neighbourhood. From Feb 

25th when it opened (outside of Tent City issues) our neighbourhood felt a marked increase in 

crime, overdoses, drug trafficking, noise and disruptions. I would like to see a new operator 

other than Cool Aid and suggest subsidized housing for the elderly combined with single parent 

housing. The inner courtyard makes this an ideal site for this. This would fit in with the 

surrounding neighbourhood and this historical building would remain for it's original intended 

purpose.  

67. A large outdoor pool and water park 

68. The following issues are really not ones that the FGCA can change, but they are certainly issues 

that I feel can be improved in Fairfield: 

 

1. Do NOT put 50 or 100+ people in a supportive housing building on Vancouver street or 

anywhere else in Fairfield. Fairfield has more than its share of this type of housing and it's high 

time that other areas like Oak Bay, stepped up to the plate to have these places in their 

neighbourhood.  

2. Do NOT allow chain stores to set up shop in the Cook Street Village! The former Subway 

shop is up for lease and the former Royal Bank space will soon be up for lease as well. We do 

not need places like Subway or 7-11 or any other chain stores to take over these leases. Stores 

like that can easily go into a mall somewhere outside the city. These types of stores have 

already ruined Douglas street and Government street. I for one, don't want to see any of these 

shops in the Village because the Village is starting to decay. The city (and FGCA) needs to take a 

hard look at Qualicum Beach. Their bylaws prohibit chain stores.  And are they still surviving? 

You bet! 

3. Prohibit boulevard seating in the Village and anywhere except at bus stops. In my opinion, 

the benches outside Moka House in the Village have degraded the area. All the smokers 

assemble there. It's turning into a dump.  

4. Get rid of pot shops in the Village and anywhere in Fairfield. At last count, I had 3 in Fairfield. 

They are popping up everywhere - seriously, do that many people in Victoria have a 

problem???   
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5. If there is a  bylaw prohibiting smokers from discarding butts on the ground it's not being 

enforced. Walked by the Beagle pub lately? The boulevards outside are strewn with cigarette 

butts. So dirty. 

6. Stop chopping down trees in Fairfield! The city keeps cutting them down. Plus, have you 

noticed how many new telephone poles have been erected over the last few years? First, using 

trees to make hydro poles is not environmentally friendly. Second, the poles for the most part 

are located next to trees, surely disturbing the root system of the trees. Third, is there some 

reason that BC Hydro needs to replace poles so often? It would be most interesting to find 

out.   

7. Open up the Beacon hill works yard for garden waste drop off so that all of Victoria doesn't 

have to descend on the Garbally road facility on Saturday.  Other places like Saanich allow 

garden waste drop off every day (I believe).  

8. Please don't allow boulevard gardens in Fairfield unless the City can ensure tickets will be 

handed out for gardens that are left unattended and a mess. There used to be a boulevard 

garden on Howe street that was such a disgrace. There is a similar one on Point street I 

believe.  

9. Vehicles leaving the Beagle tend to speed down the surrounding residential streets. The city 

needs to put in speed bumps, more signs or get police to hand out tickets.  

10. Traffic in Cook street village does not respect the speed signs. I have seen dump trucks and 

city works trucks speeding through there in the mornings.  

11. Tell the city to open up underground rivers and streams. Good for the animals like deer, 

racoons and birds. More natural beauty is peaceful and harmonious for all of us who live here 

and is good for the planet.    

 

The following issues are ones that the FGCA can do something about: 

1. Deer have been frequenting my back yard and I am totally fine with that however, I'd like to 

put up a sign or two warning drivers to be careful and watch for deer. I expect you could be  a 

place where signs could be had or purchased.  

2. Personally, I feel the FGCA places too much  emphasis on child care and children. If you are 

relying on provincial government funding then you need to use it more broadly. I am often 

looking for fitness related or other adult classes at the Place, but there is not much in the way 

of classes or things good for adults. You have such a child focus. Nice for people with kids but 

not great for singles or seniors.  

3. Consider merging with the facility in the Village. You should be able to offer more classes for 

everyone. But, that place in the Village seriously needs a facelift. Or maybe the FGCA could just 
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move in there. People in their 50s avoid going to the activity centre in the Village because it 

looks and feels OLD!  

4. We need a Christmas in the Village celebration. Oak Bay has a Xmas art stroll so Cook Street 

Village needs something similar to brighten up winter.  

5. Really, Really disagree with "Forced" villages. Seriously, the corner of Moss and May is a 

Village? What? I heard once that Cook street village just evolved. It was never planned. If you 

force something, it will be fake and will not attract people. What businesses exist on the corner 

of May and Moss are just that - businesses. There is no Village there. Same as the 5 corners. 

That is not a village in my opinion.  

69. Provide welcoming free space for social meetups for groups experiencing isolation, e.g. 

immigrant groups, seniors, people with invisible disabilities, e.g. mental health diagnosis, 

asperger's, etc. 

 

Provide equipped drop-in space for amateur jazz musicians who want to jam. 

70. A homeless shelter for our citizens. 

A wet-house for addicted to transition. 

71. Traffic including cars, buses and large city and commercial vehicles goes too fast on May, 

Memorial, Bushby, Dallas and other streets without consequence.  

 

Could use more control of motorcycle sounds on Dallas Rd. though it seems to have improved 

(fingers crossed). 

 

Recently more sirens--why??? 

 

Difficulty crossing Dallas Rd. because of lack of traffic calming. 

 

Cyclists, skateboarders, off-leash dogs are more often using parts of the waterfront walkway 

that are not meant for them. 

 

Garbage at Clover Point--need for more containers? more frequent pickup? heavily used park! 

 

Protect Clover Point from sewage treatment plant. 
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72. Developers looking to buy up our residential neighbourhood property by property in order to 

build their vision, not the vision we and our neighbours have invested decades in 

73. Nothing, but developments should be complementary to the existing structures (as they have 

been in th past).e 

74. Care of the boulevards, which are the greatest eyesore of any I've seen across Canada Decent 

looking weed-free boulevards enhance the image of a garden city, but even that image is 

beginning to fade. Victoria, and Fairfield with it, is looking very tired but making change is 

hampered by the fossilized view of many area residents. And the fact that I as a property 

owner often needs a variance to change things on my property based on what neighbours 

think of what I might want to do.  Meddling of the first order. 

75. Educate and Poll land use changes before they take place 

Brainstorm ways to make community energy and water use more efficient block by block 

Dog obedience classes more available 

Cats indoors only or leashed 

76. Take measures to increase ethnic and racial diversity. Entry level housing. Increase varied 

recreational facilities. Increase varied cultural opportunities. More thought to provide access 

via walking, bicycling, and public transit for  multiple users to downtown and rural destinations 

that serve.Better facilities to foster social interaction and create a sense of neighbourliness. 

Traffic calming to create better security for children and pedestrians. Protection of natural 

features, such as the coast environment. Other environmental measures to improve air quality 

and reduce waste. 

77. More walkability, activity 

78. Bike lane on Cook Street.  

Maintenance of wide street ambiance with boulevard like in front of Oxford Food and set back 

like there is in frount of 240 Cook Street. Do not allow buildings to be as close as Serious 

Coffee, Prima Strata, the empty ex Subway and Walk-in Clinic, set them all back like the drug 

store and 240 Cook as noted above. 

79. Better Planned development around Cook St Village, the City's seeming unplanned rezonings. 

Need a bank in CSV with departure of Royal Bank.  

80. A lot of construction is happening as housing costs rise. Old houses knocked down, new ones 

built. Plans to change little Cook St village into a mega-village could change the flavour of the 

whole neighbour hood, so keep it small. Bike lanes will help bring more customers to the 

village, make cycling safer. 

81. The deer issue is out of control 
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82. I am a naturalist therefore am mostly concerned about tree loss and the enhancement of the 

urban forest.  I would like to see more greenways or linkages to create corridors between the 

natural areas.  I would also like to see a huge improvement in cycling infrastructure.  Fairfield 

Road is hell to cycle on.   

83. I am a dog lover, however, the sense of entitlement and disregard for others displayed by dog 

owners is outrageous.  Dog feces left on boulevards and private property is not only 

disrespectful but also a health hazard.  Dog owners do not own Dallas road park. 

84. see above -  

85. Concerned about oversized buildings in Cook Street Village. Development should proceed but 

not higher than 4 stories. 

86. Parking is my main concern. Empty retail in newish developments has never been filled - too 

expensive I assume 

87. More diversity, especially in income level 

Increased density but not at the cost of changing the neighbourhood feel 

Preserve and enhance and augment green spaces 

Traffic calming especially on intermediate cross streets, like Linden and Oxford 

Advance environmental efforts 

Preserve and enhance walkability 

88. Panhandle gone, tent city removed and made a park again 

89. I notice almost every new house or renovation uses black top for parking lots and driveways 

instead of a permiable surface.  I notice that Parks does a good job of planting trees; I would 

like to see a program that includes the private land owner to 'host' /plant trees.  I would like to 

see a 'commons' / public courtyard/ outdoor space which is none-commercial where people 

can gather for events and or learn via some form of communication tool (video screen?) what 

is going on in their neighbourhood / local area.   

90. An understanding of how fragile the area is - it can be changed profoundly by square boxes. 

91. We are very against sewage treatment facility being built at Clover Point. Encourage 

environmentally friendly and walkable business opportunities in the Village! 

92. More density, appropriate development being stalemated by a vocal old guard, traditional 

viewpoints.... 

Opportunity for a community commons in cook st village, a EVC station, a real community 

Centre serving the entire age and stage of life. 
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93. Traffic along Moss St needs more controls eg. Slower limit and small round about near the 

school. 

 

Protection for Clover Pnt. 

 

Coordinate garbage/compost pickup and recycling to happen same day. Noise and trucks just 

one day in every 2 weeks. 

94. Less high dense developments and more small multi family structures (four story maximum) 

and affordable housing suites to account for a minimum of 15% of the suites being approved. 

95. Access to housing including increased densification done in a sensitive manner.  

96. Cars racing through north/south streets between Fairfield and Richardson.  Too many parked 

cars.  Otherwise, what's not to like? 

97. Preserve and add to green spaces.  Make more walking and bike friendly. Leave natural areas.   

98. Urban deer are a big issue in my neighbourhood. City of Victoria needs to work closer to Oak 

Bay and Saanich to get on top of this problem. 

Don't understand all the new housing construction squeezing multiple homes on a big lot that 

had one house on it. Example corner of Foul Bay Rd. and Runnymede Ave. Where does the rain 

get absorbed. I think we are many years away from upgrading all our storm drains. 

Boulevard trees have never been pruned on my street-lived here for 17 years. 

Speed limit on Fairfield Rd. decreased-most of it is school and playground zones, winding 

country road with many twists and turns. 

More rental apartment buildings, and less condo's-How about built in equal numbers. 

99. More variety of business, restaurants, and boutique grocery/market stores.  Neighbourhood 

needs to be adaptive to positive change and become a desirable neighbourhood for all age 

groups. 

100. Adhere to published development plans and drop the stupid amenity plan that allows extra 

stories for pathetic little bits of cash.  Note the Escher building, ten stories crammed onto a 

hankerchief sized lot.  Never, ever allow camping in parks or another Tent City to develop.  

Someone needs to advocate on behalf of the neighbourhood to protect the things we love 

about our neighbourhood.  When we first came to Victoria we were amazed that the FGCA had 

no opinion about Sewage Treatment at Clover Point, Tent City, and other serious issues.  Since 

FGCA Board members are mainly about Community Programs, get out of the way and let other 

voices advocate on behalf of the community.  But find away to keep them accountable to the 
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community.  Strengthen community ties with community activities and meetings, we have the 

buildings to fo it. 

101. more mixed housing for families and downsizing seniors 

more architectural conformation and attention to community in new developments 

green building opportunities 

retain 4 story height limitation 

102. Treat the urban design and architecture for the long-term 'gift' it can be to Victoria for the next 

hundred years; we are concerned that there is no architectural/urban design/urban use vision 

for Fairfield to guide development (and I'm pro development, but not at any cost).   

 

Find a place for homeless besides our parks and beaches 

103. More bike lanes are being discussed and i hope the city comes up with a solution that is good 

for everybody!!! A concern is to hold back developers from building condos everywhere!!! 

104. I think people could be more open to gentle densification and modern design that is done 

thoughtfully. A mix of housing designs and housing types adds to the vibrancy and interest of 

the area. Maintain trees! 

105. Parking. I am fine with house having a suite but am not happy when a houe has multiple illegal 

suites. Make parking a nightmare (among other issues). 

106. more affordable housing, for renters especially. More diversity of demographics and opinions. 

Better bike routes 

107. public transit, more commercial areas that fit into the neighborhood, more rental property  

108. Number one concern is traffic calming.  Increased density brings more traffic to the 

neighbourhoods.  Would like to see better pedestrian crosswalks and a will to enforce speed 

limits particularly on Fairfield Rd.  Pedestrian and bike friendly spaces make for more liveable 

neighbourhoods. 

109. Traffic calming, control of size of new buildings. 

110. Foreign ownership of property, increasing unaffordable property values 

111. More buildings are being built. Like it or not people move into buildings and those people drive 

cars. We need more parking attached to Cook Street. We were told there would be parking 

attached to the last big development but those spots are maybe 5. There were more at the 

development where Bubby's is and that developer didn't beg to not go by the rules. Now we 

have another opportunity to get a developer to fit in once we get our zoning adjusted to what 

residents want not what develipers and their friends want. It bugs me there are vacant store 

fronts and more are being built. More cars more cars more cars...... 
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112. The beach is not very nice for families in the summer when people get drunk and naked down 

at the beach... 

 

Deal with the copious amounts of organically fed deer?  

 

I'm super happy with this area - it's a good place to live! 

 

113. We could benefit from more density without towers or out-of-scale condo developments. The 

Village could expand its commercial base. Most of the property along Cook is one storey or two 

and could be increased to as many as four in some places. 

But the main thing that needs improvement is our FGCA board. Useless. Utterly useless. No 

vision, no skill in organizing, no desire to improve the neighbourhood. Totally concerned about 

running daycare operations and that's all. Disgraceful, incompetent, and hopelessly disengaged 

and unengaging. Have no idea what their mandate is or should be. 

114. Bike lanes where possible; better equipped playgrounds. 

115. Dallas road is in dire need of a bike lane.  Build a proper bike lane here and it would be 

incredibly popular and a tourist attraction.  The road bikers going at 40 km/h can still ride on 

the road, but the majority will appreciate a lane. 

 

Several streets could use reduce speed limits and traffic calming features. Prime example 

would be Moss Street between Dallas Road and Richardson. It is long and straight which 

encourages people to go way too fast on a route that is heavily used by school kids.Put in some 

features to slow people down and beautify the street. 

 

Public toilets at Clover Point Park. Generate some revenue by licencing a few food trucks to set 

up at Clover Point Park during high season.  

 

Community allotment garden somewhere in the hood. 

 

Denser development around Cook Street Village to support viable retail there. 

 

Porter park is underused. What about building a small bike park there like the one in Cecilia 

Ravine? 
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Zoning to support the development of row housing suitable for families. The SFH is becoming 

unaffordable in Fairfield, yet most families don't want to raise kids in condos. Small but viable 

row houses could be an attractive and affordable alternative. 

 

Why does the current zoning make the 2 storey plus basement houses that are so common 

here non conforming?  This makes no sense and makes renovations way more difficult than 

they should be. 

116. Because of the large number of walkers, there should be a municipal garbage container on the 

boulevard in each block of Cook Street from Fairfield Road south to Dallas Road. An electric 

powered streetcar running along Cook Street from Pandora south to Dallas Road and one along 

Fairfield from Downtown out to Fairfield Plaza would be an asset for seniors. 

117. Prohibit cars from parking on Cook in Village and on Cook Village perpendicular streets WHILE 

providing free bus service every five minutes 

 

Grade separate bike path both directions through Cook Village 

 

New construction  moratorium. Rent rollback and permanent control. (advocate for what 

cannot be legislated locally) 

118. Affordability, diversity of residents, resident engagement  needs to be diversified to be more 

representative of the neighbourhood population. Currently, the main voices represented are 

not reflective of certain demographics within the neighbouhood ( renters, young families, etc.) 

- neighbourhood dialogue is dominated by older retired citizen with a strong NIMBY attitude. 

119. The change in Mount edwards occupancy  to a less theatning one,the dismantling of tent city. 

120. Would like Pickleball courts available in this neighbourhood. It is the fastest growing racquet 

sport in North America nod suitable for all ages...can be marked on existing tennis courts or on 

dedicated courts which are smaller than tennis courts. 

 

Boulevard trees need pruning...they are such a fabulous accent to the neighbourhood but are 

neglected. 

121. Areas for bike lockup along Dallas Road so people can ride their bikes to the beach. I hope that 

something will be done with the vacant lot along Cook Street that ties in to the food court on 

McKenzie. I would like to see that space fixed up with an invitation to food trucks or other 

vendors to provide better outdoor seating and eating opportunities.  



 

Page 46 of 130 
Fairfield and Gonzales Neighbourhood Plans Phase 2 Imagine Appendices 1-4 (Complete Results) 

October 4, 2016  
 

122. Garden suite process should be improved or supported by the neighbourhood as much as 

possible. More density through small well designed suites are much better than large scale 

developments for the neighbourhood. 

123. -A bike lane along the road of Dallas road 

-Outdoor seating in Cook Street village 

-a bike lane along Cook street 

124. Traffic is a concern, as many people tend to rush through crosswalks and stop signs during the 

peak hours. More garbage cans could also be placed along sidewalks. 

125. We'd love to see a crosswalk over Richardson at Minto street.  The sidewalk at Minto ends and 

the only way to continue is to cross Richardson but there is no cross walk.  Alternatively 

continue the sidewalk along Richardson for about 20 meters until it links with the next section 

of sidewalk. 

126. Support more high density housing for families. I could get on board with condos - if the had 

more 3 bedroom options. Most families have more than 1 kid & can't live in a 2 bedroom 

condo - which they ALL are. I would love the city to stop giving airtime to all the haters & 

whiners who want nothing to change eg: stop clover point sewage, bike lanes, Mt Edwards & 

on & on. There were folks who actually came out  & hated on the Community Garden in Porter 

Park! And essentially stopped it form happening! Now it is a Community 'Food Forrest' . Fine. 

But really? A handful of people who don't want it, win? I am loving the city's approach right 

now: rapid fire changes so the haters are spreading themselves thin. There is simply too much 

community consultation. Just do it! The OCP had clear outcomes, we all had ample opportunity 

to participate. I would love to see more diversity in my neighbourhood, of course this goes 

hand in hand with accepting change & learning tolerance. I am really tired of wealthy white, 

home owning, men setting the tone in Farifield. I would love to see: youth, people with low 

incomes, immigrants, taking up more space & see what comes. More public art --> this is 

always good :)  

127. More people to ensure businesses are successful and streets are vibrant.  

128. mix of housing options, suitable for children 

129. safer biking. better street lighting on McClure 

130. Make Gonzales Beach dog- friendly in summer before 9am. Divert the storm drains to the 

sewage drain system (petroleum products and raw sewage from leaking home sewage systems 

is dumping into Gonzales Bay).  Put 4-way stop signs on the corner of Robertson and Lillian.  

We  have heard/witnessed 3 accidents in the last year alone (plants obscuring their vision and 

expecting that there are also stop signs on Lillian = crash! 

131. Development within the OCP of a SMALL VILLAGE. 
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No bicycles other than those that are already here. 

Bikes on Vancouver street. 

DON"T RUIN THE VILLAGE ATMOSPHERE. 

Christmas lights in the trees. 

132. I am very concerned regarding the density and scale of the proposed condo development at 

Cook and Olliphant, as well as the suggestion to build a large sewage treatment centre at 

Clover Point.   

I believe that we need an organization that will speak to land issues on behalf of those who live 

in Fairfield.  The Fairfield Gonzales Community Association does not represent these interests 

as they are mainly an activity organization. 

We need a long term plan to provide growth and maintain the friendly community atmosphere 

of Fairfield. 

133. We need the capability for higher density.  

134. I want to grow veggies but there are no allotment gardens for me. I put my name on the list for 

Kent Road. James Bay has allotment gardens and I had one when I lived there. Gorge Road has 

allotment gardens. I am living in a condo - I want a garden.  

 

Too many dogs are off leash on the sidewalks.  Dogs are in the no dog zone of the Moss Street 

Market. Dogs are off leash all over the Dallas Road walkway. I want bylaw enforcement. I am 

afraid of being tripped and I have osteoporosis and could break another bone. 

135. Housing - Mt. Edwards and the fact it will be a no barrier facility.  

136. Excessive number of garbage/recycling trucks on the streets every day ---- too many providers 

servicing a small area means constant garbage/recycling truck traffic. 

Traffic flow though the neighbourhood should be slowed or restricted further to discorage 

"cut-through" traffic. 

137. All ages and abilities bike lanes within the neighbourhood and easy, safe connections to other 

neighbourhoods and Downtown. We, and many other residents, bike now with young children 

and want to bike more, but find it difficult at times on some roads. Cook St Village merchants 

should not be able to oppose bike lanes that are needed due to misinformation and fear of lost 

business due to less parking for cars. We need bike lanes to villages, schools, community 

centres, parks. 

138. I would like to see more density in the villages to support local businesses. I would also love to 

see the thrifty's plaza redeveloped with a three storey mixed use development. We could use a 

better grocery store too and perhaps a separated bike lane on Fairfield. The crossing/ 
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pedestrian infrastructure at memorial and Dallas needs improvement, and so too does the 

intersection for all modes of traffic at Cook and Dallas.   

139. Develop the village in to a real destination for shopping, good food and groceries. 

140. More development. 

141. New developments should  provide onsite parking for visitors and service vehicles.  New 

developments should provide 1.33 parking stalls per residential unit as outlined in the City 

bylaws. 

 

Parking and setback requirements SHOULD NOT BE RELAXED via spot zoning to gain 

Community Amenity Contributions.   

 

Ground level green space SHOULD NOT BE SACRIFICED for heritage preservation 

considerations. 

142. Too many deer eating our front garden, a crosswalk across Foul Bay road would be nice 

(between Oak Bay Ave and McNeil) 

143. Victoria is badly missing the boat on extracting viable and workable CACs that will be required 

from density to provide amenities that the new residents will require.  Current CAC policy is 

too low to accomplish anything meaningful over time. 

144. Deer are a major problem, cute but dangerous nuisances. Want to grow some of our own good 

but can't have a garden to grow food, with them jumping our fences and eating everything.. 

 

Developers asking for variances, pretending they plan to live in a house - then they build and 

sell. 

 

Slow down the cars on busy narrow roads (ie moss St, St Charles St) 

 

Need a tsunami/disaster  plan for the area 

145. Blues bar 

146. Too many deer. We are seeing many more on our street this year, including many ones born 

this spring. There needs to be something done before someone is seriously injured. And, we 

have lost trees and shrubs because the deer have destroyed them. 
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147. Would love to see community gardens and better bike infrastructure. Yes to separated bike 

lanes, but more immediately, simply adding more bike parking to village centers and parks. 

Locking biked to garbage bins along Dallas road is unideal. 

 

It's rather astounding we do not have community gardens given the lawn space we have in 

parks in this neighbourhood. It would be transformational if the city considered this type of use 

in Beacon Hill Park, for e.g. 2016, "progressive" Victoria, yet ranking very low in cycling 

infrastructure and food security initiatives. 

148. No sewage treatment plant, no camping in parks, sleeping in vehicles... 

 

not to impressed by the constant dog shit on the walkways and footpaths in the parks and 

streets 

149. Housing should be more affordable for people. 

150. Nothing. With my late wife and children, I lived on Harling Point for 25 years.  Leave Harling 

Point alone. This sounds like a make-work project for urban  planners. 

151. - Major increase in the density of housing. Victoria is facing a housing crisis and we need far 

more supply. I will never be able to afford to buy a place unless there is a dramatic increase in 

supply. And even finding a place to rent is becoming brutal. I'd like to see far more apartment 

and condo buildings throughout all of Fairfield-Gonzales, and major increases in mid-rise 

buildings in village centres and along transit and cycling routes.  We need zoning changes to 

allow more high density buildings throughout the whole neighbourhood.  

 

- AAA protected bike lanes. I'm happy that the Biketoria plan was approved, but the current 

project timelines are not acceptable. There is an urgent need for safe, all ages and abilities 

cycling routes. Council needs to speed up completion of Biketoria. 

 

- Safe streets and active transportation. Motor vehicle speeds are way too high, creating a 

feeling of danger on many streets. This perception of streets as dangerous scares people away 

from cycling and walking, parents not letting their kids play near the street, etc. The speed limit 

throughout all of Victoria should be 30km/hr. We also need more traffic calming and far more 

police enforcement of speed limits in neighbourhoods.  

152. Yhe non smoking laws in Beacon Hill Park need to be enforced more strictly- I keep seeing 

campers and young people smoking in the dry park areas and they are disrespectful when 

reminded of the dangers that they are exposing every one and our forest to.  
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This spring and summer there have been many noisy and messy sleepovers in beautiful Beacon 

Hill Park. I wish that people were not allowed to disturb the peace and sleep there. 

Cycalists on the sidewalk need to dismount and allow pedestrians to walk safely-especially 

older folk. Often a person riding a bike have come up behund me with n warning. If they had 

hit me I may never have walked again as I have a major peice of metal in a leg that didn't 

recover for months after surgury. Safety for pedestrians needs to be addressed first-they have 

the 'right of way' but some rude and thoughtless bike riders don't care. 

153. Traffic on Cook Street, fast and noisy vehicles, there should be rumble strips at Southgate and 

Park Ave's. to slow traffic down.  Cycling is too dangerous on Cook St. in the village area, 

people should either walk there bikes or take to Vancouver or Linden Streets. 

154. Would like more small, local shops in Cook St Village and throughout the neighbourhood; 

Would like more density, at least double what we have now; 

Would like to have at least one art gallery in Cook St. Village; 

Would like more housing options to encourage more diversity in residents - more young 

people, more ethnicities. 

155. not child friendly streets---speeding pass through vehicles--children almost hit/killed many 

times. 

is becoming more downtown like with drug use, theft, displaced and needy or mentally 

ill/addicted citizens that the beyond what the community can integrate or serve effectively. 

156. Would appreciate more up to date engines for the public transit and tour buses. They are noisy 

and crunch out a lot of smoke.   

157. Get the bikes off Cook St and establish a bike route on an alternate street such as Vancouver. 

Years ago there was a path on Vancouver with parts of it up on the boulevard. This was a safe 

option for family cycling. 

Homelessness people living in public spaces in the neighbourhood. Options for affordable 

housing for families, seniors and single people. 

158. We need a community centre which provides childcare to students of Margaret Jenkins school. 

159. Transit, the buses in cook st village and Fairfield could be improved.  BIKE LANES!! I bike every 

where and I've been almost hit so many times on Cook st, the roads are so small and cars do 

not respect you.  

160. A variety of housing should be available in order to kept our creative class and others in the 

neighbourhood.  I think Cook St village is ripe for some growth and is ideal for more housing 

options - ie micro suites, lofts. condos, multi-family. This area is great for young people who 

are starting out and for older people who want to walk to the shopping area of Cook st village. 
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161. Owners should keep their cats in their yards or on a leash, as directed in the bylaws, as they kill 

songbirds. No illegal trapping of wildlife, eg. raccoons. Keep Cook Street Village as it is, with 

minimal development, eg. keep complexes at 4 floor level. No sewage treatment plant as this is 

a residential area.  

162. The deers and speeding cars 

163. Low Income housing around Mt.Edwards being directly across from an elementary school.  

164. Price of real estate is too high 

165. City owned infrastructure should be better maintained. Commercial zones should see more 

investment in asthetics by private landlords. They are not keeping pace with residential 

investment. Some commercial landlords behave like slum lords. 

166. More housing opportunities for families. 

167. needs to be more open to change as the demographic shifts. for example, community gardens 

are in the city strategic plan - a minority of residents who want their neighborhood to remain 

the same as when they first moved here should not be able to derail changes in the 

neighbourhood that are a broad benefit to many in the community.  

168. More density. More housing affordability. More connectivity with Greenways. More bike 

routes. Better transit.  

169. To maintain the unique and loved 'village-ness' of the economic focal points, and to continue 

the desirable small regional nature of the area, requires the slowing of over-sized development 

by keeping outside developers from steam-rollering the municipal government for their own 

financial benefit at the cost of the community quality of life. 

170. A commitment to low barrier housing 

171. A focus on social housing (Mt. Edwards is great!), affordable housing/rentals, and safer cycling 

infrastructure. Eliminate residential parking. Reduce the lanes on Cook St (from Fort to 

Southgate) to slow traffic or enforce speed limits. 

172. Start aggressively culling deer.  Deer are forcing people to build high fences and destroying the 

front gardens that bring people onto the street and create a good neighbourhood.  

 

Wider sidewalks on Oak Bay Avenue.  

173. Less vehicle traffic and noise! It can get noisy, esp. when trucks are delivering to commercial 

establishments. We need to work to reduce the traffic. It would be wonderful if a portion of 

Cook Street Village could be made pedestrian only (or only pedestrians, bicycles, and mobility 

scooters). With the green canopy, more open-air (plein aire) cafes, restaurants, and small 

performance spaces for music or other art performances,installations, or displays, it would be a 
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unique space where folks can gather and connect. It would build community and promote 

health! 

174. Traffic calming, neighbourhood identification - banners, respectful development of the Cook 

Street Village, more rental housing 

175. Traffic could be slowed. Ross between St. Charles and Gonzales beach could use some form of 

speed control (add a 4 way, speed bumps, round a bout, etc). 

 

More cross walks (none at Gonzales beach!! - this should probably also have a crosswalk light 

considering the junction of a number of roads). 

 

Also, the bottom of Cook @ Dallas road really needs some traffic solutions - a 3 way stop would 

help. 

 

Gonzales beach has lots of broken, sharp glass - possibly from all the socializing that occurs. 

Better enforcment/education could help. Or the city should clean it up periodically. 

 

Tour buses should change their routes every 3 - 5 years so everyone gets the "pleasure" of 

having them drive by their houses. We live on Ross, how about sending them along Hollywood 

cresent every now and then? 

176. I think the City should be thinking long term when it comes to parks, and schools family's will 

not come if we do not protect this concept. 

177. I understand that the RBC Bank is closing its doors in November and it is important that a 

financial institution be in Cook Street Village to help the seniors here with their banking needs -  

a good community needs to provide well-being and serve the needs of the people that live 

there.  If Oxford Foods is ever bought and that block developed it is important that we have a 

grocery store other than Mother Earth Market which is great but too expensive for general 

grocery shopping.   

178. I would like to see parking permits on my street as parking is a big hassle for most residents on 

my street. There is never any place for guests who come over. A lot of residents in buildings do 

not use the parking available in their buildings and street park. Not sure why.  

179. Some streets near schools should have lower speed limits or crossing guards.   

180. Roads and sidewalks are in need of maintenace, many are past the age when they need 

replacing or repairing. 
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Parking in the Cook St Village is important and must be maintained or increased. NO bike lanes 

through the Cook St Village! Put bike lanes on Vancouver or other street where prime parking 

for business access will not be affected. Many seniors in our neighbourhood who are not able 

to walk well, let alone cycle! 

More frequent bus service at peak hours 

Better community control over development in the Cook St Village. Important that it not 

become too dense. 

181. completely fenced in dog parks, off leash areas need to be protected from cars. a better coffee 

shop in the heart of Fairfield. more policing of non-residential parking (lots of people who don't 

live on my street park on my street, despite the Residential Parking Only signs). Community 

garden plots (if people are interested) would be a nice addition to the neighbourhood. 

182. affordability of housing 

183. Local area plan should be developed by the community, not just a few special interest groups. 

184. slow down the traffic along Vancouver and cook street 

185. dead/dying boulevard trees should be removed & replaced; 800 block of Maddison back lane 

should become greenway with access to service vehicles & the adjacent residents only; 

Maddison between Lawndale & Broughton should become pedestrian/bicycle only (put 

bollards at each end, in location that allows driveway access but not drive through lane access);  

prune back hedges that encroach onto public sidewalks and widen sidewalks wherever you 

can.  Ensure lots both have & maintain green space in front garden. 

186. More of the above.  Traffic calming, no-car routes, no through-traffic in residential 

neighbourhoods (keep traffic on the collectors and arterials), wider sidewalks, physically 

separated cycling lanes north-south on Richmond and east-west on Fairfield road. 

187. maintaining the uniqueness/charm and neighbourhood by restricting development and the 

removal of existing homes  

188. Cull the deer !!! They roam the street eating our plants and are a nuisance. 

 

Ban drones from flying in residential neibourhoods - very noisy and possibly an invasion of 

privacy. 

Better noise by laws - re drones and leaf blowers and constuction on week-ends. 

Public art in the streets - Oak Bay is doing this . 

Make Ross Bay beach more like Gonzales Bay Beach with sandy area and picnic tables. 

 

A few  bike lanes ( trial basis ) 
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189. Cull deer 

Ban drones 

190. traffic should move at posted 30km or lower; would like bike lane down Cook St to Dallas; 

maybe evening (?from 5pm, especially in summer) and some weekend traffic-free time from 

Southgate to Dallas so pedestrians and cyclists can enjoy the village, the cafes, the park, the 

children's park, noon-time concerts, and the walk to the ocean; maintain low-rise and heritage 

buildings which allow light year-round and contribute to relaxed ambiance; maintain trees and 

especially tree canopy; more buskers outside Oxford Foods and other places; 

191. Moss St needs traffic calming. People speed all the time. The street looks like a race track I 

guess since you can see for such a long time. It would be great to see some traffic circles with 

landscaping at strategic spots (Faithful) to break it up and make it less of a cut through. Moss 

Street provides direct access to 2 schools and should be a valuable corridor for kids 

biking/walking/skateboarding/scootering to school, but with cars zooming so quickly down the 

(relatively narrow) street, it is terrifying. 

192. Care of the boulevards by the city. 

193. Concerned that sewage plant project at clover point will go forward.  

194. We need electric car chargers in Cook Street Village and in Fairfield in general. 

 

Since Royal Bank will be closing, there is a need for a bank in the neighbourhood.  

 

More art places and events need to take place, even though events like the Moss St Paint-In is 

a great one. 

195. Get rid of the deer! 

196. The predominant voice is wealthy, white, able-bodied folks. There is a subtle, but very clear, 

classist and elitist tone at neighbourhood planning events. As someone who identifies as the 

above, but works for equity, I feel really scared that planning and development will continue to 

perpetuate the harm that colonization, white supremacy, capitalism has and continues to 

cause. I want more active engagement of people of colour and indigenous people, folks with 

mobility devices and mental illnesses, the working class, and lesbian, gay, by, trans, queer, etc. 

(LGBTQ+) communities.  

197. There should be no drones allowed overhead - too noisy 

198. A General Dull Feeling Around  

199. Set up bylaws so that low barrier shelters are not allowed in residential areas 
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200. I support densification and diversification but not increasing the height of buildings. Keep that 

in Downtown. 

201. Dogs have recently taken precedence over humans in public places. I'd like to see some dog 

free areas and beaches along Dallas Road please. I'd like to see car free Sunday's every Sunday 

in Cook Street village and greater follow through on 30 km speed through the Dallas to Fairfield 

Rd section of Cook Street 

202. Too much emphasis on our colonial heritage, could be replace by interest in the local native 

presence, history and prehistory. Buildings are hard to heat, should be replaced by more 

efficient housing using less energy. Too many street lights! 

203. Hobos 

204. We are so privileged.  I would like to see this shared more equally among income groups. 

205. Parking on both sides of street is too crowded. 

206. Traffic calming measures should be implemented in the 300 block of Foul Bay Road as vehicles 

tend to travel well above the 30km speed limit in this area which has a blind corner at the entry 

to Quixote Lane.  My family and neighbors have had many dangerous encounters while either 

trying to exit or enter Quixote Lane with vehicles that travel above the posted speed limit. 

207. The Planning Department put forward to City Council a development proposal for the lot next 

door at 943 Collinson which has a 1930s single family home in good condition.  It was under 

R3A1/2 (multiple dwelling) zoning which requires a MINIMUM of 920 sq. m.  The lot under 

proposal was ONLY 495 sq. m.  City Council put it on hold for a year.  If Planning is willing to 

consider development proposals with this much discrepanacy in required lot size then any 

single family home on a city lot is vulnerable.  We need to insist that zoning regulations are 

adhered to by the Planning Dept. and proposals which violate them are summarily rejected.  

208. We must preserve historic houses as one of 3 sisters houses torn down and tear down @ Foul 

Bay and Quamichan.  Rentals fine....Airbnb???? 

209. More connections for pedestrian pathways, perhaps a cycling pedestrian focus for Brighton 

Ave - one lane car traffic with a few pullouts on each side for passing, signage to indicate that it 

is a cycling / pedestrian corridor, pedestrian chip trail along one side... a model for future 

pedestrian / cycling priority streets in the city (perhaps View Street can become one someday 

too?) 

 

Signage for Pemberton Park, basketball court, mixed aged play structure, picnic tables, a 

presence for the Fairfield Community Association in the park (for the Gonzales side of the 

association) such as a notice board and perhaps an outdoor classroom (there is a great one at 

Wittys Lagoon as an example) for summer yoga classes, kids art programs, outdoor bootcamp, 

picnics, and the use of local schools (and after school programs)... 
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210. Better cycling infrastructure. More small-scale social housing. A concession in beacon hill park. 

Pedal food carts along dallas rd. low speed biking allowed on dallas rd path. designated beach 

fire times. eliminate residential parking. 

211. Lower St Charles St has a massive problem with cars and buses.  Many use our street as a 

thoroughfare and race by.  The #3 bus goes by with 0-5 people in it.  My house shakes every 

time it does.  Often the driver stops mid street to chat with the driver from the opposite 

direction.  We need pedestrian stripes to safely cross over to Ross Bay.  There needs to be a 

better way to slow drivers to allow pedestrians to cross to Fairfield Plaza.  Many cars and bikes 

(TripleShot Sunday bike group) drive by with a wave sorry for not stopping to elders and young 

children. 

 

Community garden would be great in a small section of Hollywood Park.  Fairfield Plaza or the 

area between there and Margaret Jenkins school would do very well with a local bakery such as 

Fol Epi.   

 

Do not cram homes in and keep the size of lots and style of homes.  Love the tree lined streets 

in the neighbourhoods.   

212. I think there should be development friendly policies, like allowing panhandle lots, in the area 

to allow for more single family homes in all areas of Gonzales including the Gonzales 

Hill/Queen Anne Heights/Foul Bay Road area.  

213. Allow for more single family homes in all areas. Focus more on the character of the homes and 

less on the size of the lots.  

214. more affordable housing 

215. Cook Street Village needs an outdoor meeting place - yes there are lots of coffee shops but 

there's nothing like a 'public square' with a fountain and benches found in European or 

Mexican cities. This encourages people to get out and mingle even more than they do. It can 

also use some banners to liven the place up. It does not need the amount of commercial space 

proposed for the Oliphant and Cook Street developement.  There's always commercial space 

empty in other commercial spots in the village as it is.   

216. I think we need to make Cook St. Village much more vibrant, we need more livable space, more 

condos and more people in the neighborhood.  I'd like to see the village as an afternoon or 

morning destination for people, a meeting place... more people living in the neighborhood 

means vibrancy... 

217. Safe sidewalks -- crackdown/shaming campaign on men (it's always men) who ride or board on 

sidewalks on side roads. 
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Reduction of sirens. So many emergency vehicles are travelling the speed limit. Is it always 

necessary to make such a racket when not racing to an emergency? 

More rental units. The only "problem" with renters is the end-of-May dump of furniture on 

boulevards. Port Moody had an annual take out the trash day, when the city picked up large 

items. Helpful for people who don't have a vehicle to take items to the dump. 

Are loading zones needed outside every apartment in a block? Traffic is usually so light that 

double parking may not be a problem for 10 minutes. Perhaps one longer temporary zone for 

each side for moving and delivery trucks? 

218. Concentration of facilities for homeless people has increased crime in the area. We live 

adjacent to the courthouse park, which was destroyed by tent city residents. Considerable 

remediation required and we may have a rat issue because of the numbers that bred at the 

tent site. Unfortunately, some of the tent city residents were transferred to Mount Edwards 

and the behavioural issues continued  The neighbouring school has been negatively affected 

and the Cathedral has cut down its hedges for security reasons. It is my understanding that 

when "Our Place" opened the school nearby closed because parents withdrew their children 

from the school when the "our "place" residents behaved badly. I hope this does not happen 

with the Catheral school.  

219. Recently we have lost a lot of trees and bushes because of tent city. This had taken away from 

the livability of the neighborhood.  

Safety has to be improved too. Mt Edwards next to Christ Church Cathedral School is a danger 

to the young children who attend school there, and to the test of the population too.  

220. More friendliness with neigbhours;  getting to know neighbours more;  additional walkability 

opportunities;  more places to park bikes.  

221. No more multi tenancy Hi rise housing 

222. More affordable housing as rental market is going through the roof. We need to cap the 

amount of low barrier housing or similar as this community is already doing more than its 

share. Better consultation when changes are being contemplated and in fact there should be 

consultation to get ideas from the neighbourhood. Then it's not just a knee-jerk action and 

reaction. 

223. Issues:  I do not want low-barrier housing in any Fairfield neighborhood. 

 

Opportunities:   
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I request that The City of Victoria and BC Housing consults extensively with our closed Fairfield 

neighbours regarding the future use of Mount Edwards Court.  Mount Edwards Court is so 

close to the Christ Church Cathedral Elementary School. 

I would like to see Mount Edwards Court be renovated to provide housing with supports 

reflective of our Fairfield neighbourhood.  Positive examples of what I think would blend into 

our Fairfield neighborhood could be: 

 

·         A subsidized nursing home for the elderly, and/or 

 

·         A subsidized nursing home for single mothers and fathers, and/or 

 

·         Aging-out foster care children, and/or 

 

·         Single parents, and/or 

 

·         Low income apartments for seniors. 

 

I note that the example of My Place Transitional Housing has been used by BC Housing and 

local politicians to positively compare it with Mt. Edwards Court, however there are some key 

difference: 

 

·         The Yates Street four lane main thoroughfare divides Central High School from My Place 

as well as a tall chain link fence. 

 

·         Mt. Edwards Court is just twenty steps away from Christ Church Cathedral School. 

 

·         Cool Aid operates Mt. Edwards Court, but Our Place operates My Place. 

 

·         Central High School has a much older population where the children can assimilate and 

understand their surroundings and experiences in a more mature way, but Christ Church 

Cathedral School starts at Kindergarten. 

 



 

Page 59 of 130 
Fairfield and Gonzales Neighbourhood Plans Phase 2 Imagine Appendices 1-4 (Complete Results) 

October 4, 2016  
 

To reiterate my views, I would like to see that the historical 1911 Mt. Edward Court building 

remain as it fits into the character of our neighbourhood. 

224. For Mount Edwards to become a community for single families,or for low cost seniors. Also not 

to make the building into mass housing or for it to continue with low barrier.For the Provincal 

owned park where Tent City was to be made into either a Children's Park or a Park where all of 

Vicroria citizens can use for picnics,quiet reading and family enjoyment.Not for any tenting at 

any time of the day or night.It has been tried once and did not work,please don't let it happen 

again. 

225. A low-barrier housing facility is being temporarily run in a heritage building next to a school.  It 

has brought ill-suited characters to that street and area.   

226. Continue development for Cook st village. 

227. noise bylaw for evenings and weekends (saws, lawn mowing, contruction), better cycle 

infrastructure, recycling depot close by to make it easier to get rid of glas, paints and greens, 

better deer policy, dogs should be able to wait in front of stores - would improve health of 

people,  

 

no more bird feeding and therefor fewer rats 

228. I want to make sure the provincial court house is never home to a tent city again 

229. Add more trees and replace old diseased trees on residential streets. 

Add a sidewalk along Brighton street between Bank and Davie Streets. 

Ensure heritage houses are protected and honoured. Perhaps post small signs in front of the 

houses on the sidewalks with brief histories to educate the community. 

 

230. Following the City of Victoria issuing Abkhazia Garden with a tourist business license within this 

established residential area, by far the biggest challenge and problem is parking and noise. The 

garden and tea house do not own or have specific parking available for their use. 

 

Tourists, coach buses, garden staff and local supporters use resident street parking day and 

night and throughout weekends (weddings, school events etc.)  These vehicles block resident 

driveways. speed in both directions over the narrow hill between Foul Bay Road and Queen 

Anne Heights and run cars off the road. 
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Yellow lines have not been repainted in over a decade and are basically ignored by drivers.  At 

the very least, extended yellow lines are immediately needed to be painted around all resident 

driveways.  It is unsafe for residents to exit their own driveway. 

 

The additional noise pollution from idling coach buses, often times blocking traffic in the 

middle of the street (if they are unable to park directly in front of the Garden) while 

unloading/load is unbearable. It must also be noted, this is a school transit corridor for 

elementary children and they are at risk. 

 

Residents have attempted to work with the Gardens and the City with no solution to this issue. 

231. We've had perpetual problems with traffic on our street (Fairfield Rd), and with the four-way 

stop at Fairfield and Foul Bay Rd in particular - people ignore the stop sign on a daily basis.  

There is a lot of congestion in the area to the east of Foul Bay Rd, with people parking on the 

street to visit Abkhazi Gardens.  It makes visibility for pedestrians, kids on bicycles etc poor.  

232. Bike path along the water would be great 

233. Improve the Oak Bay Avenue corridor to make more pedestrian and bike friendly. 

Larger sidewalks, trees, painted telephone poles, flags, etc. 

234. Parking issues and coach buses parking and idling near Abkhazia gardens . Very congested. 

235. Reduce traffic, encourge bikes on trails as opposed to roads, slow traffic down,  

236. Cook Street Village, Thrifty's Plaza and Oak Bay Avenue Village need to be developed into full 

urban villages with a general building height in the order of 3 to 6 storeys, with continuous 

street level retail, mixed use office and residential.  The areas within a five minute walk of the 

villages need to be redeveloped to a broad range of ground oriented housing forms including 

duplex, rowhouses, garden cottages and low rise, small apartment buildings up to 3 storeys in 

height. 

237. I'd like to see more crosswalks across st charles 

I'd like it to remain single family residential on st. charles 

I'd like to see a traffic calming on earle st. (lots of non residents going through) 
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3. What do you want your community to look like in 25 years? 

225 response(s) to this question. 

# Response 

1. A mix of building heights and mixed roof types along Cook Street, with most not more than 4 

storeys still a bit funking and not all modern walls with little set backs.  In fill in larger lots with 

garden suites and town homes/duplexes.  Cycling along Vancouver 

2. Dense, urban, green with great bikeways, sidewalks and places. 

3. A community that continues to focus on the ability to walk/cycle to amenities. Houses with 

front porches where people sit and visit with those that are passing by.  Parks, green spaces 

and corridors that link neighbourhoods.  Corner stores.  

4. vibrant neighbourhood, prioritizing walking, biking, and public transit over cars 

5. Much the same, less car traffic. 

6. Honestly haven't given it much thought since I very likely will not be around in 25 years! :~) 

 

Seriously, I would hope that there would be a good community spirit, more bicycles being used 

versus cars, and one could still live in a peaceful and safe environment. 

7. I would like more bustling "nodes" within the community, more cycling, and more cultural 

events. 

8. I would like my children to be able to live in the neighbourhood they grew up in, if they choose 

to, and not have them be priced out of it. I'd like to see a wide variety of homes, from laneway 

and carriage houses, to condos, single family, and large houses divided into suites. I'd like to 

see options for older folks to move out of their large homes but stay in the neighbourhood, 

allowing families to move in. 

9. Still mostly residential. More affordable rental housing in low rises. Cook St. Village still vibrant. 

Better and safer crosswalks to encourage more walking. Separate off-leash dog area on Dallas 

Road from walkers who want to enjoy a dog-free ocean walk. 

10. A welcoming, diverse, inclusive community where people care about their community and 

their neighbours. 

11. In theory, the same as when we bought it, with a few of the kinks worked out. We didn't buy a 

house in Gonzales with the hope that it would be completely different in 25 years. Maybe we'll 

have sewage treatment by then which is a change we look forward to. 

12. I would like to see increased density in current commercial areas.  It would be great to have 

low rise residential where the Fairfield Plaza parking lot is located. 

13. multi modal transportation 
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Affordable housing for people who don't want to or can't buy 

Lively arts scene 

More high-quality retail businesses 

14. I sincerely hope that in 25 years, there is a mix of housing with nothing over 4 floors.  (This 

does not mean replacing all houses with apartments but a reasonable mix of housing.) Large 

towers are OK for downtown (even then Victoria should be careful...look at View Towers!  

Looks like Chicago Public Housing).  There should be a big effort to preserve the green scape of 

Victoria and not replace it with concrete.  I would like to see a planning office that does not 

give developers special treatment, undue influence like Vancouver does and considers 

neighbourhoods the right to small incremental developments.   

15. Cook street village must continue to thrive and be allowed to. It cannot be 'lumped-in' with the 

other so called villages in victoria. Affordable housing has to be planned and due to space that 

means more than 4 stories. Do the math! Plan for the increased density. Ie parking in 

residential streets during business hours. All is people the freedom to get in and out. This does 

NOT mean bicycles! The mayor and her cycling coalition cronies can bike out to Sooke for all I 

care but leave the rest of us alone.  

16. Not too different. Preservation of the character homes is important. A modern reception 

Centre would be awesome.  

17. More affordable, more variety in population and demographics; more variety in commercial 

activities but that primarily caters to neighbourhood needs (e.g., laundry mats, childcare, etc. 

not more stores that can be found in shopping malls); eclectic neighbourhood style not nice-

hodgepodge-wtf-ugly; less cars and more people using alternative transportation; more 

neighbourhood-level initiatives and activities such as community and urban gardens, sidewalk 

life, street parties and block events, etc.; more greenways, boulevard plantings, rooftop 

gardens, etc. 

18. More business mixed into neighbourhoods. Fabulous playgrounds. A community centre with 

more neighbourhood programming. More childcare and out of school care to take the pressure 

off families. A better mix of shops in Cook Street Village to suit the needs of residents. 

19. Still a unique village. Not looking like downtown with high rises etc. 

20. I hope to see more diversity in this neighbourhood in 25 years, a more welcoming and inclusive 

community, and a community that is forward-thinking in addressing local and global issues. 

21. Mostly residential, green neighbourhood with a greater degree of socioeconomic diversity 

through a mix of housing styles and a somewhat greater concentration of small community 

businesses (green grocers, coffee shops, service centres, etc.) but is otherwise largely 

unchanged. 
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22. Preserve the trees, architectural look and feel of the homes, and make it easy to bike or take 

transit in and out of the community.  Link village centres with biking and walking trails.  Lots of 

park space with playgrounds so that the area can continue to attract families.  Above all else, 

preserve access to the Dallas Rd waterfront, and ensure that development compliments the 

natural beauty of the area.   

23. A vibrant, diverse community where most people are comfortable walking, biking or 

skateboarding to their destinations (while, of course, supporting movement on transit and in 

private vehicles where required). Active urban villages where local businesses thrive. 

24. Vibrant Cook Street village 

Parks and pathways protected and enhanced 

Any densification concentrated close to the village 

Character homes and traditional residential areas remain 

25. More of what it is today. 

Lots of trees and green areas. (This might mean ensuring trees are planted to replace others 

that are lost). 

Playgrounds, kids, young people, families, seniors -- all are welcome. And can afford to live 

here because there's a mix of home ownership, rental, affordable housing. 

Truly accessible sidewalks and businesses.  

Safe biking on all streets. For Cook and Fairfield this will mean designated bike lanes. 

26. More diverse (both in terms of race/ethnicity and income), more densely populated but 

without loss of green space, lots of small, vibrant gathering places. Still safe and pleasant to be 

outside.  

27. Vibrant,diverse , multicultural. Strong sense of community and neighbourliness. 

Walkable. 

Flourishing school. 

28. Trees, local businesses, more affordable housing (which will require more densification).  

29. Only electric cars; efficient public transit system; excellent safe bike lanes throughout area. 

Thriving mix of housing, high and low density interspersed, with good balance and more 

reasonable rental options.  Cook Street is a pedisterian mall between Oscar and Oxford Streets.  

Street lightthing reduced in residential areas between 1-6 a.m. 

30. I want it to evolve. Build 3-4 storey buildings now that reflect the village's current ambience, 

then see how the community reacts to them, in terms of retail, private sector embellishments 

of the street, etc.  Build on those reactions to move to higher densities later. Great places, like 

great cooking, cannot be hurried. 
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31. A continued mix of types of houseing, not taller buildings over 4 stories. Parking can be terrible 

in some neighborhoods and even though car use may change in the future parking is still 

necessary. Keep small corner stores ( businesses). Improve parking in Cook Street Village by 

buying a lot and installing a free parking garage so that neighboring streets can be used by the 

residents who live there. Protect the existing trees and add more. Sculpture in appropriate 

spots. Protect and enhance the small neighborhood parks. They all don't need to cater to small 

children. They can be unique.  Could be educational - plant identification, historic, art.  

32. THE BRICK FACED COMPLEXES WORK VERY NICELY WITH THE ART'S N CRAFTS HOMES… IT 

WOULD BE NICE TO SEE THE OLDER HOMES RESTORED SINCE THEY ARE TOO EXPENSIVE TO 

BUILD NEW. 

33. Lots of green space, and bike lanes.People walking and cycling and spending time outdoors. 

Access to auto share vehicles and transit. A mixture of heritage houses and modest dwellings, 

but few if any of the ugly modern glass box homes. An ethnically diverse mixture of residents 

who interact with each other at diverse community events. Kids playing on side streets and in 

gardens. Invasive plants under control (force homeowners to deal with them) and steps to 

support local native ecosystems (Garry Oak meadows, birds, etc.). Annual summer block 

parties for neighbourhoods. Community gardens and small pockets of green space for the 

public to enjoy. 

34. just about the same really but with more affordable housing, a village feel 

35. A very broad question, I would like it to evolve organically, with careful consideration given to 

quality of life. Maintenance of human scaled urban development. 

36. Four story condos and townhouses well placed and not always on a busy corner! 

Lots of trees, well kept older homes or new homes that fit into the look of the surrounding 

homes. Improved bus service that run on time!   

Unfortunately Fairfield United is falling apart and needs to be repaired or taken down. If taken 

down the Fairfield community centre could take over the Lot and expand their services.   

37. More bike lanes for safer family travel, more accessibility to amenities. 

38. Retain the character of the homes in the neighbourhood. Preserve the excellent beach access 

and parks. Increase walkability by installing more crosswalks. Increase bikeability of Dallas 

road. Maintain access to shops and services and public transport. 

39. To be honest, 25 years is too far downy he road to imagine.  Within 10 years I envision: 

-less cars, parked and driving 

-more bike paths and walking routes 

-more little businesses scattered around the neighbourhood, cafes, coffee shops, corner 

stores... 
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-more kids playing outdoors, in the streets 

-better facilities at Gonzales beach 

-splash pad (water park) at Hollywood Park 

40. Would prefer to look more like Copenhagen or Amsterdam in terms of planning esp. walking 

and cycling. No buildings more than 4 storeys. 

41. A mix of heritage homes, neighbourhood shopping and multi family.  Retention of boulevard 

trees and residential gardens.  More vegetable and fruit plantings on boulevards and yards... 

42. Pedestrian friendly with nicely kept boulevards and large trees. Not too many modern houses 

and would like to keep the building height at the same level they are now for new builds. 

43. I would like my Fairfield neighbourhood to be "intact" in 25 years in terms of retaining existing 

characteristics of the original construction while still allowing redevelopment to occur. I would 

like my neighbourhood to be more pedestrian friendly and less auto oriented and I would like 

to see substantive boulevard planting ( similar to streets in Oak Bay) to enhance the pedestrian 

experience. 

I strongly suggest that engineering staff look at putting a round about in at Stannard and 

Brooke to prevent traffic speeding THROUGH the neighbourhood. Most vehicles are not 

residents but rather they use Stannard in particular as a "thoroughfare" to get from from 

Fairfield to Richardsoon . 

I would really hope that Fairfield can have an enhanced community centre with more activites 

available and better facilities for all ages.  

44. More of the same, only better.  Greater density, more housing options 

45. Much the same.  Maintain the same walkable quality.  The cluster of businesses around 

Fairfield Plaza is nice, while keeping the rest of the neighbourhood residential.  The traffic 

around the plaza is sometimes a little heavy though, sometimes making a left out of the plaza 

difficult.  I'd like there to be more for the teens to do.  The playgrounds are largely directed at 

younger children. 

46. I would like it to be safe, green and affordable. There should still be lots of trees and green 

spaces. There should be lots of local businesses and not just chains. 

I hope that the character of the neighbourhood will be preserved. That people will still say 

hello when they pass on the street. That people will want to raise their children here. 

 

I was evicted from my apartment in Vancouver several years ago to make way for luxury 

condos. Affordable housing gone to make way for an expensive building with smaller 

apartments that cost way more. "They" keep saying build more and it will make prices go 

down. My observation is that the prices go up. You replace affordable with unaffordable. it 
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seemed that Increasing the density caused land values to go up and the new buildings did 

nothing but make the city affordable. The streetscape became boring because all the buildings 

look the same - a complete loss of character. All the independent businesses closed because 

the rents went up and were replaced by chains - boring. 

 

I don't want Victoria to ever be like Vancouver. 

47. Roughly the same but maintained.  Hopefully with our vulnerable populations better 

supported.  

Maintain dogs zones.  

48. Lots of interesting houses and buildings from all different time periods (we don't want all of the 

houses to look the same); lots of green spaces; a continued focus on liveable, distinct 

neighbourhoods. 

49. Heritage worthy housing should be protected  and trees and green space needs protection 

from developers.The integrity of the caring slow community with gardens and affordable 

houses needs to be maintained without fear of constant needless demolition of viable 

affordable houses going into the landfill. 

50. Diversity of housing including MORE rental accommodation--see comments above.  Sustainable 

and passive buildings.  No high rises.  No more new retail shops--better utilization that which 

currently exists.  More trees and the same at Clover Point to Cook Street. 

51. Simply stick to the existing Gonzales Plan 

52. In order to accommodate more people, I would like to see more row houses, duplexes and 

small apartments as well as allowing laneway or garden suites (gentle density). I am opposed to 

apartment buildings taller than 4 stories in this area. I would like to see Cook Street village be 

more like Oak Bay village with a better mix of stores and services. I would like the 

neighbourhood parks to remain as they are. 

53. Mixed demographics - singles, families, active agers 

Mixed use - residential, small business, home-based business 

maintained green space 

54. Much the same as it looks today, a mix of business and residential where people take pride in 

their neighbourhood and look out for each other. 

55. A peaceful community with respectful neighbors of all ages with as many or more trees. 

56. same with no overhead wires. more density. more affordable housing. 

57. The same as it is now, a friendly community where people feel safe to walk and bike.  
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58. Increased density along arterial roads. Dedicated bike lanes. Improved transit and fewer cars. 

Affordable housing so young families continue to setup in the 'hood 

59. Pretty much the way it looks now.  But with a better grocerie store. 

60. Some of the side streets leading into The Village should be redeveloped with maximum four 

story  "character" buildings to increase density by slowly replacing present single family homes. 

The future buildings must be affordable for families as well as single person. 

61. a good place fro families 

62. high(er) density buildings, more small business, more parks/nature spaces 

63. Fewer cars. Less noise from traffic. Zero pollution. Net positive contributor to carbon capture. 

Affordable housing. More diversity of people - ages, families, refugees, people with disabilities, 

single moms. Locally-ownership of businesses and residences. People who own businesses 

here, live here and have a stake in the community. Parks. More birds. Daylight streams. 

64. Preservation of Mount Edwards Court and historical buildings and residences.  

 

A Vibrant Cook St. Village with buildings that are sensitive to the character and charm of the 

area. 

 

An upgrade of Fairfield Shopping Centre.  

 

Sewage treatment resolved away from Clover Point. 

 

A planning and zoning association separate from FGCA.  

 

A priority on Green practices.  

65. Just like it is! With an outdoor pool! 

66. - There are no new buildings over 4 stories (Been to Whitehorse? They have or used to have a 

height restriction on buildings) in Cook Street Village. 

- There are no chain stores in Cook Street Village. 

- There are hundreds more trees, particularly more fir trees in Fairfield. More trees mean more 

help for the environment 

- There is more green space in Fairfield. And that doesn't equate to more children's playground 

equipment or baseball diamonds. It means GREEN SPACE. For the animals, for the adults. 
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- Underground rivers and streams in Fairfield are opened up for the enjoyment of the public 

and use by our wildlife. 

- Wildlife in Fairfield is welcomed and particularly protected.  

- The FGCA has an established building in the Cook street Village. One that is beautiful inside 

and out, that offers programs for everyone (instead of a focus on children and child care). It is a 

hub for all residents of Fairfield 

- Every year there is a Christmas celebration in the Village and surrounding area with lights, a 

parade and merchant participation.   

- The streets and sidewalks and boulevards in Fairfield are clean. No cigarette butts, no 

smoking, no street people.  

- Beautiful hanging baskets adorn the street in Cook Street Village. Shops all have uniform 

lighting in the evening.  

67. i would like it to be similar as it is today but with more opportunities and encouragement for 

isolated social groups. 

 

Would like to see even greater diversity. 

68. The same but more businesses and more help for homeless 

69. More habitat and biodiversity-- eg. better use of medians for example like the Pollinator 

Pathway in Seattle. Currently they look like the dust bowl of the 20s. More people walking. 

Dedicated bike paths. Slower vehicles--traffic calming. Much of current housing stock still 

existing, infilled as possible while respecting neighbourhood expectations. Better public 

transportation with smaller more agile vehicles that don't speed through the neighbourhood. 

70. Upgraded 4 storey condos throughout Fairfield  

3/4 storey mixed use redevelopment in Cook St Village 

Vancouver St bike for bikes.  Bikes setting the speed limit 

Mt Edwards a part of the community for people who need a hand 

4 storey mixed use development at Cook and Oliphant 

Building height relatable to mature chestnut trees 

71. Much the same as it does today. 

72. Welcoming of the young and inhabited by dynamic people looking to maximize opportunity 

rather than stifling it through (dare I say) nimbyism. 

73. Greener, many more solar panels 

Gardens on present day boulevards and  
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Porous driveways only 

Composting toilets in all homes 

One house per two blocks set aside as elder care and day care( mini care  venters) central car 

share system( one or two cars per block)? 

74. Good parks and recreational facilities; walkable to needed businesses and services; limited 

traffic access; mix of population in terms of age and other diversity; choice of rental, condo and 

owner housing; affordable housing; frequent reliable public transportation; public square and 

social facilities; cultural venues; cooperative environmental services (recycling, composting, 

energy generation); quality schools. 

75. more dense, more active sidewalks 

76. Walking and biking followed by transit and car co-op are the primary means of transporation. 

Private Auto is diminished in presence and impact. 

 

Sustainable dense population with more not less green space and more not less trees. 

77. Basically as it us today 

78. Similar to now, with more small lane way-like homes to increase housing stock. Up to 4 storey 

apartments in village, and on corners such as Moss and May. More bike lanes. 

79. Pretty much the same; low density, walkable 

80. More trees and natural areas and in particular greenways that create corridors between 

natural areas....and ultimately connect up with greenways in other neighbourhoods.   

81. Make it green energy all the way. Solar panels on all homes, low flush toilets, Leeds housing 

and businesses. Keep the parks and trees! Plant more. Children friendly. Seniors friendly. 

Renters friendly. Historic house friendly. If it's higher density then make that fit the 

neighbourhood, enhance it. OH yes, I forgot, the annual get together/fundraiser for $60. is a 

real disencouragement to be involved. Not good planning. Keep the entry low and ask for more 

from those who can afford. Bike paths and great views. 

82. Horizontal, not vertical, infill. Further commercial development along Cook Street and Fairfield. 

No encroachment on parks. More biking infrastructure. Solar collecting roads and incentives 

for energy and water use reductions. 

 

A rental cost registry that is maintained and enforced to stop the gauging by landlords. 

83. Medium density gradually so that it remains in keeping with the "village" feel. It is not 

downtown. Maintain the diversity of people and shopping. Better transit? 
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84. Not very different from today. More garden and in house suites, and small apartments.  

Increased density but not much visual impact.  

No big hulking 5 or more storey buildings without ample setbacks from the sidewalk--the 

comparison with older structures that have generous setbacks makes clear that they are 

acceptable and accepted because they do not loom over and dominate the sidewalk.  It is a big 

mistake to think that people will feel the same and the same degree of comfort about walking 

by big new modern buildings-glass, metal-as they do walking by our currently low rise or 

properly setback buildings from a generation or many more ago. 

Same walkable streets with only slow moving traffic on them.  

Increased diversity, both economically and ethnically.  

All ages, and therefore lots of age appropriate recreation available.  

Well maintained climatically appropriate street trees and boulevards with xeriscaping. Other 

green spaces plantings climatically appropriate. 

Dogs and people living together in harmony.  

Improved transit. 

85. In 25 years I will be 89 years old; I hope and believe I will be walking everywhere, so good 

walking routes, easy walking access to services, a 40 to 45% tree canopy, more benches.  An 

inclusive neighbourhood "not just us white guys!".  Continue to be a safe neighbourhood.  Way 

less about the car and more about public transportation.  Do not segregate the old from the 

young or families.  For example, dispite that the Cook  Street Village Activity  Center calls itself 

an "activity center", it really is and really does feel like a seniors center.  I don't want to go to a 

seniors center.  Yes, I will want to be with others my age like I do now, but not exclusively.  So 

please build our centers with inclusivity in mind.  Centers for everyone.  Find ways to make 

housing intergenerational as well please.  

86. Single family homes or townhouses - no massive blocks as happened in James Bay. 

87. Electric car charging stations and densification of large lots for garden suites/tiny houses 

88. Paris type ambiance 

89. Manage housing design approvals ---- preserve older homes while giving incentives for builders 

to be in keeping with neighbourhood. 

 

Increased density is inevitable --- manage as above. 

 

Need to secure affordability --- housing and rentals --- ensure affordability for young families so 

that community maintains diverse age and income population. 
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Currently a thriving, happy, diverse community --- hopefully it will continue to be 25 years from 

now! 

90. Much as it is today with tasteful new homes and residential developments that do not 

overpower the current situation 

91. Continuation of increased and varied commercial or retail opportinities in Cook St village. 

Architectural elements preferred to be retained in the Fairfield style.  

92. Pretty much the same.  Maybe some new buildings that fit into the culture and setting of Cook 

Street Village but nothing as ugly as the new proposed development for Oliphant and Cook.  No 

sewage treatment plant at Clover Point.  Safer segregated bike friendly paths along either 

Richardson or Fairfield.  No highrises and no huge increases in density.  Local homeowners who 

live in their homes. 

93. Like it is now, hip and historic, natural beauty and open mindedness, compassionate and 

supportive, inclusive.  

94. Low scale development. Bike and walk friendly.  Community oriented. Seniors and child 

friendly. Accessible. Green areas. No high rises.  Local businesses. Outdoor cafes and gathering 

places.  

95. Neat and tidy streets with boulevards full of gardens-deer problem solved! Increased urban 

forest. 

Who knows what vehicles will be on the road! 

96. Clean, hip, modern 

97. What on earth are you going to do with this information?  I just want my view preserved and to 

still have the smaller town aesthetic feel.  I hate tall buildings that blot out the horizon unless 

they are carefully grouped and planned.  New building should not take precedence over 

existing owners rights to maintain their lifestyle. 

98. greater density within 4 story height 

retention of small village atmosphere in Cook St village 

families, singles and seniors mix 

retention of green space 

retention of walkable community 

99. Vibrant (residential, commercial), green (urban forest, boulevards, gardens), 'green' 

(sustainable), 'sunny'; affordable (we are home owners but recognize that 15% of our gross 

retirement income will be paid to direct and indirect municipal taxes). 
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100. The same as now is what i would like to say but of course that's not possible. 25 years from 

now I probably won't be around!!!  

101. Similar to what it is now - lots of families. 

102. Similar but with more diversity of demographics, more renters, more children and more biking 

103. much like it is but fuller...with still lovely parks and walkways. 

104. Green space , a mixed neighbourhood for all ages,  lots of local businesses. 

105. Similar to how it is now with more retail businesses in the village core. 

106. Any new development the same rules as in Oak Bay, storefronts need to fit in, I think it is like 

house fronts. The FGCA was formed to keep the monoliths out. I understand the change that 

NGOs that take donations and contracts cannot be political but figure it out and branch off like 

all NGOs have had to do.  

107. Higher density without corridors of sun-blocking towers. Commercial properties set back from 

the sidewalks so that we can have outdoor cafes, etc. Bike lanes and places to park and lock 

bikes. More trees, not fewer trees. Safer crosswalks (there should be one across Cook at Dallas 

Road). More diversity of residents (not just ethnic diversity, which will happen, but mix of 

families, seniors and low-income). 

108. Higher density, more public transportation, fewer cars. 

109. Lots of the same houses, but new houses too. Pockets of denser development especially 

around the existing commercial areas of Cook Street Village and Fairfield Plaza. Cook Street 

Village is a thriving urban village with separated bike lanes, wide sidewalks and beautiful trees. 

 

An emphasis on affordable family oriented housing including row housing and ground floor 

condos has paid off and both schools are bursting at the seams with young learners. 

 

The waterfront is more popular than eve thanks to a new bike lane along Dallas Road from 

Ogden Point to Ross Bay. 

 

Thanks to lower speed limits, trafffic calming and some improvements along key routes more 

bikes than ever are along the back roads of Fairfield. 

 

Neighbourhood parks are busier than ever thanks to lots of upgrades, new picnic shelters and 

play structures and a bike Park at Robert Porter Park 
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110. Pretty much as it is today. Development should be attractive and supportive of pedestrian 

traffic at street level.  In any new commercial or multi-unit development, there should be 

setbacks to allow for outdoor seating and to allow for neighbourhood interaction (as through 

Cook Street village now). I would like to keep chain stores out of the community as much as 

possible. IE. A neighbourhood, locally owned donut shop rather than a Tim Hortons.  

111. More dense trees. Shut Cook  Street to cars in Village. Buses, pedestrians and bikes only. A 

regulation that preferences no-and-low income persons in quality housing first. Lawn mowers, 

leaf blowers, weeders not permitted. Fruit trees, vegetables, herbs, insect  and deer-beneficial 

ornamentals and zeriscape plants only in former lawn space. Advocate for high-wage farm and 

garden work  like in Havana. Rip up asphalt and replace with porous material in Cook Village 

and apartment block parking lots. Photovoltaic roofs, south side passive solar greenhouse 

heating retrofits designed for winter heating and summer cooling. 

112. engaged, vibrant, active arts and culture, diverse, sustainable, green 

113. More rentable housing  

114. Green, calm, with amenities for all residents available locally.  

115. I want it to look much the same as it does now. Mixed housing, green space, quiet streets, 

areas for outdoor seating within Cook Street Village, parks where dogs and people can gather, 

and more bicycles. 

116. It should be much the same as now, but with a bit more variety in demographics. Laneway 

suites will add more young people, and provide opportunity for unused space to be made 

useful! If the village is developed responsibly and with plannjng and vision, it will be able to 

accommodate more people while remaining a great urban village.  

117. Stop with the building of these modern square or rectangle homes with flat roofs....surely they 

will have water damage problems in the next 25 years because of the flat roofs! 

A brand new building for the local Community centre maybe combining it with the seniors ( the 

seniors community centre in Cook Street village).  So that the elderly can enjoy the young 

children around and it is so nice to have the young and old together.  Why should the 

Community centre be making due with being in a very old school's 4 classroom annex...give the 

community centre new life and a new building to enjoy as children play there and adults take 

course there.  Let their pride shine!  This place is a great connection for Fairfield and Gonzales 

neighbourhoods and others who want to participate in the programs as well.  A great 

connection to meet people. Less cars and more pedestrians and bikes. 

118. This neighbourhood is structured with very old trees and houses. It should remain this way, for 

it holds an amazing amount of charm from Victoria's past. 

119. Small businesses, lots of kids playing outside, farm market continues 
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120. Green spaces in tact. Clean beaches. Green energy in homes: solar, grey water, composting 

toilets. Affordable housing for families. Co-op, co housing options. Accessible, responsive 

thriving community center & schools. Walkable spaces, bikes, low car use, good bus options. 

Kids playing in the streets. People secure in their housing. Lots of back yard & public food 

growing. Environmental stewardship in everyday life. Participation in politics & responsible 

citizenship from everyone! A place where people know each other. A rich mix of people, who 

feel they are invited & inspired to create their neighbourhood. 

121. A self sustaining village.  

122. wider range of housing options, more family rental  

123. Not too overbuilt. Mix of single family and multi family buildings. Same village feel. Who knows 

what kind of changes will need to happen in 25 years. I'll be in my dotage. 

124. No new apartment buildings or high-rises.  It's pretty good now.  

125. Development within the guidelines of A SMALL VILLAGE. 

Christmas lights in the trees. 

Changes of ownership. 

126. I would love to see more affordable accomodation for families.  I would also like to see the 

village expand in a way that is in keeping with the low key atmosphere that is currently 

experienced. 

 

My concern is that if we allow any condo type development over 5 stories, it will set president 

for other higher developments. 

 

It would be wonderful to have more townhouse development in the neighborhood. 

127. The millenials will be established and I'll be retired. Will they afford the homes that we 

currently own? I'd like to think so. If we have solved water/waste/energy issues involved with 

growth on the island, I think a bit of downtown creeping into Fairfield wouldn't be unwelcome.  

128. More bike racks, less cars. Grass turned into vegetable gardens for every condo and home. No 

grass watering at all. No sprinkler systems allowed.  Outside clothes lines for all condos to 

reduce use of dryers. No buildings higher than a tree.  

129. Walkability;  vibrant jobs in the community;  bike options;  positive feeling between neighbours 

and the community.  Social housing that reflects the neighbourhood.  community gardens.  

130. Fewer cars! More rental properties, more dense living arrangements.  Bike lanes on every 

street, bicycle rakes available on every street and sheltered bicycle storage. 
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Fewer trucks on residential streets. 

131. Increased density around our villages and main arteries like Fairfield Road, with increased 

emphasis on other modes of transportation other than cars. 

132. In 25 years my Fairfiled will: 

Be more dense but have fewer cars 

Include innovative local food solutions like naturalized streets with offsite communal parking 

Have a new and improved Thrifty's plaza 

Have separated bike lanes on Fairfield, Cook, Dallas, Moss and St. Charles 

Have more families in houses and fewer over-housed widows 

133. Leave the single family homes alone. Stop allowing houses to be broken up in to suites. Accept 

this level of density in the housing. Don't tell me that increasing density is simply fact. It's not. 

In There are ENOUGH condos and apartments to my liking in Fairfield now. If you want ot make 

make lots of condos then make them along cook street. I want Fairfield to still be dominated by 

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES. I'd like that pit called Oxford Foods to be removed and replaced by 

better, less filthy, grocery store. I'm not interested in paying $7 for a head of lettuce across the 

street at the "organic" grocery store, either. I never shop there. 

134. More young people, more families, more development. 

135. Tasteful redevelopment of sites where buildings are at the end of their economic service life. 

 

Minimal increases in residential density. 

 

New structures should be compatible in design and surface materials with existing 

neighbourhood structures. 

 

Continuation of visions as stated by the community in the Humbolt Valley Precinct plan. 

136. Kind of like it looks now...maybe a few more condo or townhouse developments, with more 

consideration given to preserving our heritage houses and mid-century housing stock.  Some of 

the new modern box houses are a little out of character with the neighbourhood (but not all of 

them are eye-sores!) 

137. Any density increases can be achieved by retaining densities and form at levels similar to 

Melbourne or Barcelona.  Without concrete steps to ensure good transit system the current 

OCP policies will only create Vancouver's problems, leading to a decline in quality of life. 

138. Good sidewalks, fewer cars 
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Lots of gardens 

People taking good care of their properties 

139. Keep it small and friendly 

140. No deer. 

141. A more innovative and engaged community and community organization. Think "Fairfield 

NRG". More forward thinking usage of green space, edible forests, boulevard gardens, 

community gardens, and more affordable housing. I've seen the demographic shift in recent 

years here: far less young people here, and families are leaving the neighbourhood largely 

because of this. 

 

Oh, and at least one really good coffee shop! Too many mediocre ones... 

142. mixed use... with an emphasis on property ownership more than rental space... 

 

NO mega or even minimal sewage treatment plant... 

143. Mostly I'd like it to stay much like it is, except it would be better if housing was more 

affordable.  My children who grew up in our family house in Fairfield will never be able to buy a 

house in Fairfield if the housing prices keep going up at the rate that they are. 

144. - Massively increased housing density. 4 and 5 story buildings throughout the neighourhood 

and 8 to 10 story buildings in village centres and along transit and cycling routes. 

Neighbourhoods throughout Europe and in cities like Montreal and New York have done this 

well, enhancing density and community while maintaining a relaxed sense of place.  

 

- Housing is abundant and affordable. 

 

- Protected bike lanes. All ages and abilities protected bike lanes throughout the neighborhood. 

 

- Cook St. Village is a car-free public square. Cook St. from Southgate to Chapman is closed to 

motor vehicles and open to everyone else, with a public square and park at the village centre. 

 

- Food gardens and community gardens on boulevards throughout the neighbourhood. 

 

- Small parks and public squares throughout the neighbourhood. 
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- Beacon Hill Park is open for more cultural events and festivals. 

 

- Fairfield road, Fort St. and Cook St. have light rail. 

 

- Taylor Swift performs regularly at the Moss St. Market. 

145. I can't imagine that far ahead-perhaps a tramway down Cook st. and no cars-like in Den 

Hague... 

146. Pretty much the same as today, quaint and friendly. 

147. A range of housing - coops; townhouses; more strata housing and small housing units (rather 

than more large single family homes) 

A larger, more vibrant Cook St. Village with more shops; 

More bike racks in Cook St. Village; 

Continued growth of FG Community Centre 

148. exactly the same but with updated and safer buildings, more pride of ownership, more 

families, thriving small businesses, less bnb/out of towners, slightly more suites, all of them 

legal.  more green space and parks. 

149. Duplexes and triplexes. There could be more density if it was managed properly. I like 

individual shops like lower Johnson and Cook St 

150. Vibrant with a mix of residential and commercial living. Green spaces. Adequate parking for 

residents. It is starting to feel like West Vancouver on the residential streets. The parking rules 

for  rental are not realistic to the reality. 

151. I want there to be bike lanes, lots of trees and I believe development needs to happen and in 

Fairfield I think the multi unit duplex/ converted homes is a great way to keep up with 

demands but keep the style and atmosphere of the community.  

152. I want my neighbourhood to house a variety of people -families, young people, artists, new 

immigrants, older adults  - through a variety of housing options.  I would like Cook St Village to 

grow, offer more independent shops/stores - more businesses, a recreation centre with a 

weight room, pool, a library pop up, more places for a variety of food options. If I live in Cook St 

Village as a senior (when I am 86 yrs old) I want to be able to walk to a pool, yoga class, library, 

and a variety of take-out healthy food choices. Also, I would like good access to transportation 

- mini buses, uber type taxis, electric cars, electric bikes, regular bus/cars etc. Could Victoria 

support a light metro line??? 

153. Same as it is now. 
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154. Nice neighbors and low speeds 

155. A general safe place to take walks and enjoy the surrounding scenery.  Currently this is not 

being achieved.  

156. More bikes  

157. More affluent. No change to height and mass of buildings. Fewer cars. No change to amount of 

residents. Let increased density go elsewhere.   

158. More community gardens, alternative housing options for all types of people. 

159. it should be much more diverse in terms of ethnicity and incomes, which would be more 

representative of broader demographic trends in victoria. This would be made possible by 

providing services that benefit a broad range of people, as opposed to services or advocacy 

that is in the interest of only wealthier home-owners (who will tend to be white and in higher 

income brackets) 

160. A green, livable, walkable neighbourhood that has a variety of different housing stock. So that 

people who are young can afford to live in the community they grew up in and that seniors can 

comfortably age in place. This means more density and urban infill. More coach houses and 

secondary suites. A community that has a lot of mixed use so that it is easy for all to walk to 

amenities and services. Where the bike and pedestrians have priority over the automobile. 

Streets that are safe for children to play. Which will mean a relaxation of engineering rules to 

come up with creative solutions on how streets are used. More community gardens and 

greenspace. More public art, book boxes and pocket parks. Streets that are interesting to walk 

down giving residents reason to pause and reflect.  

161. A peaceful, low-ish density, small community feel, with economic centres aimed to serving the 

community first. 

162. A couple of flourishing large urban villages and a requirement that developments include a 

reasonable percentage of affordable (25-50% below market value) rental units. A well 

resourced community centre that can provide care and recreation for children.  

163. Diverse. Inclusive. Active. Considerate. Progressive. 

164. Increased infill and varied housing. More thriving commercial activity on Oak Bay Avenue.  

(Less dentists offices and consignment stores. More varied shops.) 

165. I think my last answer describes my vision. I want a progressive, innovative approach to 

enhance Cook Street Village and keep it unique. I want it to be multi-generational, and family-

friendly. I do not want it to look like a cookie-cutter replica of other neighbourhoods, with 5-6 

story condo buildings that do not promote diversity. Instead of standard commercial zoning, I'd 

like to see live-work walk-up units promoted and greenery maintained. Think of the best 

Montreal or European models. They work! And they bring people to the neighbourhood to 

mingle and connect with each other! 
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166. Better public transit - trams, or street cars, still retain a balanced mix of old and new buildings, 

still small village feel in the Cook Street Village - not a big city feel, strong community centre 

offering services 

167. Remain family oriented, single family housing. Density could increase, so allowing lane way 

type buildings or encouraging more rentals. 

 

Have some controls on building type to keep it "cute and quaint". I really enjoy not having 

modern, monster houses in the neighbourhood. 

168. A mix of schools parks single family homes condos. Along with some rental units. 

169. I want it to retain its unique village character marking it different from the downtown core.  I 

want the streets to be still lined with tall trees and no buildings higher than 4 storeys.  As years 

go by and more commercial is desired as more apartments are built I would like the 

commercial to move north up Cook towards Fairfield Road and Fort Street leaving south of 

Oliphant Ave. a soft gateway to the children's park and Dallas walkway. 

170. I like the community feeling that the Cook Street area has and hope it can be maintained.There 

are some areas that are getting run down and I hope that what replaces them is not high rises 

but still the 4 storey buildings with mixed use as it is now. I want to maintain the green spaces 

as they are as well. 

171. I wouldn't want it to physically change too much.  I enjoy a neighbourhood of houses and not 

just apartment buildings.  I would want to keep as many of the large old trees as possible and 

not lose them to development.  Undoubtedly we will need to increase the housing in the area 

(affordably!) but this should not become an area of endless large blocks.  I hope to see a bit 

more diversity in the community.  I want there to still be beaches and parks open to everyone 

and plenty of green space for people and urban wildlife. I want to still know my neighbours. 

172. Modernized lighting, streets, sewers. 

Free wifi access everywhere - or whatever the mode of communication is in 25 years! Probably 

not wifi. 

Public library branch in Fairfield. 

Frequent, low cost, environmentally friendly public transit 

Maintain current green spaces, boulevard trees, walk-ability.  

Maintain or slightly increase current density levels. Do not want to destroy what is wonderful 

about the community by turning it into a mini-downtown full of high rises and other high 

density developments. Mostly 2 story developments.  

Public waterfront, easy beach access, wild look, no high rises along Dallas. 
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Maintain Beaconhill Park as is now. It is timeless, wonderful and must be protected for all of 

Victoria, not just our community 

A beautiful, green, quiet, friendly, safe, well-maintained community where the public good is 

always  considered over the needs and greed of developers. 

173. people still walk and bike everywhere.  more restaurants abound, same amount or more parks 

174. diverse: room for everyone, not just the affluent 

175. It would be wonderful to keep it the same.  It should be designated an historic district.  There 

are not many neighbourhoods like this in the city of Victoria any longer, in BC either.  

Developers should not be able to apply and obtain for rezoning for every property in the city.  

the Local Area Plan and OCP should reflect the wish of the neighbourhood.  Limit growth in 

areas that need to be protected.  It should not look like Vancouver and Toronto, although some 

councilors seem to feel it should along with some staff.  Visitors come to Victoria and take 

tours through Fairfield and love the old houses and tree-lined streets close to the beach.  It 

should be protected.  Higher density can be accommodated closer to Fort than Dallas Road.   

176. Same attributes as today with more density 

177. No high structures or developments but densification thru basement suites, side by-sides and 2 

storey homes;  very walkable with widened sidewalks, pedestrian lighting, good bike parking at 

parks and commercial/retail outlets, no loss of green space, dead trees replaced, requirement 

for minimum amt of green space in front & rear gardens determined & enforced (maintenance 

also enforced - not looking for manicured but wanting to at least keep rats at bay); extensive 

use of native species in planted areas, no deer. 

178. Like the above, but moreso.  Lots of people on sidewalks and streets and in front yards, no cars 

on residential streets (except for residents who need to park close to their houses because of 

mobility issues).  Daily street life should look like a low-key, friendly block-party.  Also we need 

to allow greater density, done appropriately - suites legalized (up to two per lot), more low-rise 

at major streets.  Also car-share locations, and electric car plug-ins.  Marked bike lanes on 

every street, and physically separated bike facilities on all major roads.  A lot less cars. 

179. Progress and change cannot be avoided but it should be managed so that our community is still 

an area and community that our children can remember and relate to 

180. Maintain and preserve its current beauty  and residential nature.  

181. the same, I do not want skyscraper condo buildings. I like that our apartment and condos 

building max out around 5 stories so we can all enjoy the skyline and blocks are covered by the 

shade of a 14 - 17 story condo building. 

182. a village, as distinct from part of downtown core or Fort x Cook; enjoyed as currently by local 

people and people who come to CSV to enjoy the unique amenities of park and ocean and 
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relaxed pace; bike lane; buskers; cafes and ordinary shops; a reflection of longstanding 

prioritizing in planning and zoning of value of maintaining current ambiance; 

183. Vibrant with the Community Association and parks nearby as even more of a meeting space 

than they already are (I think the Fall FairField and the market make this a pretty vibrant spot 

already but expansion of the community food forest would draw even more people here. Less 

cars, better transit/bikeability and even walkability could be increased with more amenties 

spread throughout (although this seems to be getting better every year). Less reliance on cars. 

184. Treed. Beautiful gardens. 

Low density residential housing. 

A vibrant Cook Street Village. 

Unchanged waterfront. 

185. Electric car chargers, solar panels, different restaurants, boutiques, services, art galleries. 

186. Satisfied with the way it is now 

 

No deer! 

187. More diversity in culture, class, ages, race, gender. 

 

More recognition of colonialism and reconciliation. 

 

Creative density in housing. 

 

Keep bike friendly roads in mind. 

 

Thanks for asking :) 

188. vibrant, welcoming, inclusive 

access to parks and ocean walks for everyone, including those with limited mobility 

respect for quiet residential neighbourhood, outside of village centers 

a nice mix of business within the centres, preferably not too many chain stores 

continuation of bus service in Cook St Village and to Fairfield Plaza/downtown 

maintenance of Ross Bay Cemetery as a safe place to walk and enjoy 

189. A Super Colourful Vibrant Place Where People Put Their Creativity Everywere 
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190. Hopefully celebrating the 50th anniversary of Christ Church Cathedral School. Which seems 

unlikely at this point. 

191. Maintain the livable and walkable character of the community. Do not extend Downtown to 

Cook St Village. Limit height to 4 stories along Cook and Fairfield and lower elsewhere. The 

modernization of the area and housing stock does not need to, nor should it, destroy the 

green, human scale, organic development that makes this area what makes it so desirable. It 

will be easy to simply put short term development profits before long term community 

interests - this should not be done.  

192. Good density such as well designed residential and business mixed use housing in the village up 

to five stories and make it as car free as possible. Bike routes and greater space for pedestrians 

through the village with no parking and maybe one lane each way for cars. Make new buildings 

have underground parking. Support new homes to be built with secondary accommodation to 

help alleviate the shortage of rental housing. Build a supported housing coop or two to support 

families to be housed in this expensive neighbourhood. 

193. Way fewer gas powered vehicles, lots of bicycles, lots of solar/electric vehicles. Less heritage 

housing, replaced by passive solar, well insulated houses. Way more food gardens, replacing 

ornamental gardens. Fewer street lights so we can see the sky at night. More backyard 

chickens and other poultry/small farm animals, not so many dogs.  

194. Denser Cook Street Village 

195. Maintain its character but include low income families as well as the more privileged.  Keep as 

much  green space as we can 

196. I wish it would stay the same but I know it can't. So being able to facilitate affordable rental 

suites in homes so that it doesn't become too exclusive and only affordable for the wealthy. 

Maybe more co-housing? 

197. Mixed housing and lots of landscaping, including mature trees, lawns and gardens.  Boulevard 

space could be given over to veggie gardens. 

198. Same parks and green spaces plus newer well designed housing to sdd to the older stock.  

Schools nearby,friendly safe atmosphere preserved. 

199. Have a diverse population with families, youth, and seniors with vibrant public and commercial 

spaces for everyone to interact in.  Lots of small scale community projects, art, and businesses. 

200. diverse. more large urban villages.  

201. Similar to now with some enhancements.  The renters don't seem to put care into their area so 

less renters and more owners who live on site. 

202. Young professionals with families in single family homes. Edwardian and Victorian style homes. 

A move away from modern style and 50s/60s style homes in new developments.  
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203. More detached homes for families.  

204. a beautiful, walkable and bike-friendly neighbourhood with lots of trees, flowers and 

shops/services, and homes for people of differing income levels 

205. Appealing streetscapes that make people want to get outside and socialize, intact heritage 

housing stock 

206. I want more condos in the village, more living space and above all more parking to facilitate the 

village as a "go-to" place for Victorians... 

207. Intensely pedestrian for people aging in place, which means sidewalks free of tripping hazards, 

possibly hand rails on inclines, benches on boulevards. 

Commercial tax regime that recognizes some small, local businesses are vital (grocery stores, 

food outlets, medical clinics) and some are not (investment companies, jewelry stores, legal 

services.) I need to be able to walk to a grocery store or a cafe. I don't need to walk to a lawyer. 

I support density in Fairfield on arterial roads (e.g. Cook Street) but there must be social 

spaces. There is not a neighbourhood park in the densely populated area of Fairfield. Beacon 

Hill is not a neighbourhood park. 

More trees. Always. 

208. Lots of green space. Mixed demographics. Maintain the reason why people live here.  

209. I want it to retain it's residential aspect,  where kids  can walk to school on their own (as before 

tent city /Mt Edwards) and seniors feel safe to walk at night.  

 

Christ Church Cathedral is an anchor to maintaining the residential lifestyle of Fairfield so I 

really hope that it is still operating in 25 years. Right now, this very successful school is 

seriously being threatened by the current use of mt Edwards,  for obvious reasons.  

 

Retaining greenery and heritage buildings is important to me so as to protect the character of 

this amazing place. So I hope that in 25 years there are a many,  if not more, trees and shrubs.  

 

I also strongly believe that Dallas road park should remain an off leash area for dogs. I go there 

everyday and see so many seniors walking or sitting on benches,  just so they can get to see the 

dogs play. I can literally see the joy on their faces. And because dogs are allowed  off leash, this 

park gets more use than any other park in the city, no matter what the temperature. This in 

turn makes it a very special place where everyone is friendly and stop and talk together. Only 

off leash parks have this effect (and children's playgrounds but not everyone has young 

children!) so I hope we preserve that.  



 

Page 84 of 130 
Fairfield and Gonzales Neighbourhood Plans Phase 2 Imagine Appendices 1-4 (Complete Results) 

October 4, 2016  
 

210. More urban density;   more residential;  more places to eat;   cool and funky businesses.  

211. More trees and flowers 

212. A good mix of people and businesses. Would be nice if the province, or the federal government 

would actually buy more affordable housing - where there's a mix of incomes, not ghettoizing 

people. 

213. I would like the 'feel' of the community to remain much the same, but with updates such as 

new sidewalks, underground electrical wires on every street, and more grass and shrubs and 

beautification where possible. 

214. Same as niow 

215. Not unhappy with what it is like now,except for the Low Barrier residents of Mt.Edwards. No 

more large developments,because this area is a reasonably quiet residential area. 

216. It would be good if my area stayed the same.  It has nice, green boulevards and trees and it is 

suited to pedestrians and bicyclists.  It would be nice if new developments kept the green 

setbacks. 

217. More green spaces 

218. no more deer in the city, more electric cars and bikes, many protected old buildings, new 

buildings blending into exciting architecture, small neighborhood based buisnesses and 

theaters,  

219. increased density will be no surprise, but I hope it is not full of high rise structures 

220. Lots of large trees 

Well maintained sidewalks to enhance walking experiences for everyone and dogs and 

especially seniors. Today some sidewalks are uneven and often obstructed with Residential 

Parking signs and unfinished surfaces when telephone poles have been replaced. 

221. Made into a safe neighbourhood for residents. 

222. Filled with families, children playing, excellent recreation opportunities, vibrant businesses.  

223. Vibrant, with locally owned shops and services.  

Tourist destination 

Pedestrian Friendly 

Bike lanes 

224. Quiet, no denser than today, keep buildings to three or four stories. 
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225. More diverse, walkable, with thriving urban villages in the areas identified in the Official 

Community Plan.  Much more diverse housing stock along arterial roads and surrounding urban 

villages. 
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Appendix 2: Feedback from Community Workshop at Fairfield Gonzales 

Community Place, June 18, 2016 

 

Now: What is Working Well? 

 Walkability (including safety for children) 

 Bike ability 

 Transit access 

 Parks, beaches, playgrounds and green spaces 

 Sense of community and neighbourliness 

 Gathering places: community centre, festival sites, markets 

 Peaceful/quiet 

 Green environment, landscaping, boulevards 

 Schools 

 Amenities: restaurants, shops, cafes, Cook Street Village 

 Support for local business 

 Diversity 

 Community engagement 

 Fairfield Gonzales Community Association 

 City of Victoria engagement and participation in community building 

 Access to local and organic food 

 Slower pace 

 Neighbourhood character and historical character 

 Close to everything 

 Attractive 

 Affordable and adaptable housing 

 Diversity of households 

 Single family homes 

 No high rise buildings 

 Low population growth 

Now: What is Not Working Well? 

Transportation 

 Integration of transportation into land use planning  

 Speeding: Dallas Road, Cook St, Crescent, Ross St 

 Parking: Dallas Road, Cook St Village, residential streets and off street parking 

 Volume: Tour buses on Dallas and Cook St 

 Cycling safety and bike lane planning 

 Bike storage 

 Better transit options 

 Pedestrian infrastructure (Dallas Road Woonerf, Cross walks on Cook St) 

 Car sharing 

 Encouraging green transportation 
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Amenities 

 Family support services within walking distance 

 Expansion of the Fairfield Community Centres 

 Need more community based recreation programs (specific to young families) meetups 

 Investment in the Crystal pool 

 Lack of childcare 

 Benches for seniors and children 

 Gathering places in Gonzales 

 Hollywood Park: underutilized 

 Leash optional along waterfront 
 
 
Housing 

 Lack of housing diversity and affordability (townhouses, Co-ops, etc) 

 More rentals, carriage houses, garden suites 

 Contradictory city policies/bylaws re: densification and secondary suites 

 New development (necessary but potentially disruptive) 

 Protection and retention of housing 

 Encourage more duplex/row/triplex development 

 Tear down and infilling/high density loss of greenspace 

 Property values going up 

 Big apartment buildings destroy single family character 

 Keep existing housing and renew and densify it 

 Wasted opportunity in developments i.e new homes not accessible to seniors 
 
 
City processes and engagement 

 Lack of neighbourhood consultation in decision-making (i.e Biketoria) 

 Council processing and decisions which favour developers and go against values of 
neighbourhood 

 Inability of citizens to have any input on houses being torn down and heritage places lost 
if new development is under the zoning 

 City policies and requirements to promote more diverse housing types including rentals, 
affordable housing and social housing 

 A lack of commons – housing types driven too much by developers and not enough by 
government 

 Pressure from the Official Community Plan to increase density 

 Large urban village concept favours developers will change the neighbourhood for the 
worse 

 Lack of effective competent governance and oversight on mega regional projects  

 City designation for large and small urban villages 

 Developers should not have more say than existing investor home owners 

 Engagement and support to aging population 

 Building department not supportive of green technology  

 Consultants engagement vs agenda vs community 

 Developer compliance to Official Community Plan and bylaws 

 Availability of development and building permit information to public 
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 Nervousness about change 
 

 
Social issues 

 Homelessness 

 Tent city – because no one should be homeless – Homeless inclusivity housing 
 
Environmental issues 

 Underusing food growing opportunity of land  

 Wastewater treatment at Clover Point 

 Water consumption 

 Solar 

 Urban deer damage to gardens  
 
 
Aesthetics 

 More public art 

 Skyline needs to be improved as entry into the city from Ocean, old apartment buildings, 
waterfront needs improvement as well as interior residential streets, more modern looks 

 
Miscellaneous 

 Security/safety (break ins and theft) 

 Organic growth 

 Reinstate access to little Ross Bay and useful boat launch 
 
 

WOW: In 25 years, Fairfield & Gonzales will have: 
 
Community Spirit 

 Senior friendly  

 Neighbours know and care for each other 

 Strong community ambiance of inclusion 

 Residents still love Fairfield – Gonzales 
 
Community Composition 

 We keep a diverse demographic 

 Still a unique, diverse. community – people and business, organizations 

 Diversity of ages nationalities, interests, life styles 

 Diverse mix of people living in the community 

 Younger demographic 

 Full of baby boomers 

 More young families 

 Demographically balanced – all income groups 

 Healthy vibrant balanced sustainable people 
 
 
Housing & Development 
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 Affordable, low density housing, including laneway, carriage houses and secondary 
suites 

 Old apartment buildings redeveloped to accommodate more people 

 Mixed density with no buildings higher than 3 to 4 floors 

 More small less tan 1000sq ft 

 Vibrant and denser character and diversity maintained 

 Retained neighbourhood character and livability for all demographics 

 Maintain heritage buildings 

 Lots of housing options – larger homes transformed into separate units.  Some tiny 
houses. 

 Retention of character streetscapes with heritage and houses used in creative ways to 
increase affordable suites etc 

 A greater diversity of housing types – townhouses, more diverse multifamily housing 
types re 3 bedrooms 

 Townhouses/duplexes not towers 

 Zoning by City allowing density in appropriate locations  

 More affordable housing 

 Fairfield – Cook St village remains a small 3 storey building village 

 Fewer unacceptable developments 

 More housing stock built on environmentally friendly principles.  Also to accommodate 
workforce/more people working at home with technology 

 A community that integrates and support low income housing 

 Increasing more housing types and more rentals in social housing, perhaps Gonzales in 
particular 

 Denser, more diverse, historic neighbourhood 

 Ongoing planning process instead of static plan 

 Regional development plan 

 Return to original ideas for housing increase in Rock Bay 

 Abundance of developments that people want to walk to 
 
Environment 

 Solar 

 Electric vehicle plug-ins 

 Buildings use green standards, (passive housing) 

 No sewage treatment plant in Fairfield 

 Carless carbon neutral  

 At least 1 or 2 habitat projects 
 
Transportation 

 Walkability  

 Good pedestrian and bike networks 

 Biking walking friendly 

 Cycling paths along frequented areas – Dallas Road 

 Traffic speeds respected 

 A beautiful Woonerf along Dallas Road where cyclist pedestrians and car traffic co-
mingles 

 Maximize walkability and gathering places 

 Lots of cyclists, pedestrians, transit - fewer vehicles  
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 Transportation by street car/LRT for the environment 

 Walkability a neighbourhood distinct from urban core 
 
 
Placemaking & Events 

 More placemaking opportunities and art installations 

 More community gardens and greenhouses 

 More walkable areas small community gathering places 

 Green leafy plantings throughout the streets 

 Lively village centres 

 Retain create multi use spaces for spiritual musical recreational activities 

 Inclusive community meeting and gathering place 

 More and vibrant events 

 Fairfield – Gonzales community values inform city wide destination events 

 Continuation of events like Moss St market 
 
Parks, Green Spaces and Recreation 

 Maintain the park 

 Healthy residents 

 Walkable green spaces trees 

 Lots of small friendly parklets to meet and greet 

 Lots of green spaces and great trees 
 
Support to business 

 Seasonal businesses economy 

 Affordable local business development 

 More commercial small facilities 

 Vibrant Cook St village and Fairfield Plaza 

 Localized economy 
 
Support for families and children 

 Lots of families with children 

 More children playing in neighbourhoods 

 Fully utilized vibrant schools 
 
 
Miscellaneous 

 Character in the neighbourhood 

 Neighbourhood is still relatively safe 

 No bridge from mainland 

 No huge sewage treatment plan at Clover Point 

 No sewage at Clover Point 

 That the City respect existing residents 

 Residents feel their view and goals being upheld 

 Seniors ageing in place – building codes – services community 
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HOW: What strategies can help us get there? 

 
Process & Governance 

 Small community meetings on hot topics – immediate 

 Need for ongoing process engaging citizens and decision making 

 Opportunity driven process for dealing with developments as they arise 

 Have a more financially qualified/aware council sensitive to science based solutions to 
problems.  More focus on whole city demographic rather than a vocal, often transient 
dependent population 

 Communication, building more passive housing, socially conscious Council, develop 
strategies – council and community to ensure provision of affordable housing 

 Keeping more of our tax dollars within the neighbourhood rather than the City of Victoria. 

 Instead of investing it Crystal pool look at improving services in our neighbourhood 

 Create pressure groups to city regulation that affects neighbourhood council watchdogs 

 Demolition control 

 City lobbying provincial and federal government for help creating housing solutions 

 City policies to require developments to contribute more to community amenities 
including affordable housing and green space 

 Clarity and consistency between city policies and bylaws that encourage the housing 
and development needed 

 Needed immediately while the planning process is underway.  Moratorium on residential 
demolition (to build our trust and sense of plan ownership) Request to Council. 

 Citizen engagement through education and funding at the neighbourhood level with 
good communication channels between the various levels and departments of 
government. 

 Create an exciting and engaging vision to encourage participation 

 Analysis of charrette of Cook St village cross section before any changes new 
development  

 Regular meetings, updates with city planners – communication, transparency – get 
commitment 

 Collect and share more neighbourhood data so we can understand what is going on in 
real time. 

 Residents are the investors in the community not developers 

 Citizens not city driving planning RESULTS 

 Reframe how planning is approached.  Get out of the offices 

 Respect the will of the people 

 Neighbourhood referendum process: City to assist 

 More FGCA engagement with youth renters, owners, businesses 

 Vision of Cook St and Fairfield Villages 

 Planning teams 

 Set up sub-planning groups e.g. Friends of Dallas Road, Friends of Cook St village 

 Friends of Five Corners 

 Regular meetings opportunities for engagement with Council, MLA , MP 

 Specific topic taskforces to engage citizens 
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Neighbourhood Demographics 

 Inclusive respectful society, all are welcome, all socio economic classes, children all age 
groups 

 Mix of people and all ages, abilities and ethnicity working together to enhance services 
for all 

 More diverse population and more people 
 
 
Housing and Development 

 Increase density and housing types 

 Mixed use development  

 Renter centric policies for affordable apartments.  Increasing density to maintain 
affordability. 

 Laneway, garage and tiny housing options 

 The City/Government represents residents not developers, residents desires first 

 Citizens direct land use issues not big developers 

 Infill housing smaller lot sizes 

 Incent townhouses, subdivide long lots  

 Repurpose large heritage buildings for seniors housing 

 Maintain building height within reason No more than 4 stories in Cook St village 

 Avoid Canyon effect 

 Draft a vision for density/type of buildings  

 Zoning for more affordable housing allowing higher density in appropriate locations e.g. 
carriage houses, COOPS, reduced square footage, no highrises 

 No removal of old stock houses - not to fill the landfill  

 Incentives for developers to develop innovative forward looking infill housing that is 
affordable and sustainable 

 More multi unit seniors housing so boomers can move and stay in community graduated 
to assisted living  

 To keep historical neighbourhoods 

 Support more cooperative housing, row housing etc 

 More affordable housing options zone for 

 Reduce parking requirements in multi family housing 

 Create middle housing by encouraging heritage triplexes 

 Multi generational housing, closer to home care for elderly 

 Make an inventory of properties that can be developed w/o ruining our shared values 

 Legalize some existing suites because with the housing prices so high families need to 
have mortgage helpers 

 Find a way to regularize existing illegal suites – Survey, amnesty, no penalty 

 Scale maintain building heights to 4 or less stories 

 Review zoning in Fairfield Road corridor east of Moss St to encourage more dense 
residential development  

 Age in place (level entry entrance, accessible bathroom, bedroom on main, user friendly 
flooring) 

 Bolster building requirements for new construction to have level entries and other age in 
place strategies wider doorways w/c accessible bathroom 

 Demolition approved if provides for more families/dwellings or allows age in place 
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Transportation & mobility 

 Incentives for fewer cars 

 Avoid car clutter 

 Traffic – Redesignate Gonzales Park to Greenspace  in bylaw 

 More shared transport – bike share, car share, more transit corridors 

 Adopt a street strategy 

 Safe pedestrian crossings Ross, Fairfield, St Charles 

 Work with BC transit to improve bus route options 

 Bike lanes 

 Transportation cycling policies that respect other modes of transportation needs for all 
populations 

 More crosswalks on Dallas and Cook  

 Speedbump crosswalks Richmond across Crescent  

 Remove on street parking to make cycling more safe (arteries) 

 All future sidewalks wheelchair/bike friendly (no vertical edges) 

 Apply network thinking to pedestrian facility planning and development 

 Better crosswalk planning 

  
 
Environment 

 Strategy: green space, trees, tree canopy.  A collaborative program including parks. City, 
neighbourhoods, Private, landowners, to plant trees on private land because there is 
limited opportunity to the tree canopy on public lands. 

 Educate/subsidize (more solar in bldgs.) For new larger buildings require electric plug 
ins , green building materials , heat pumps, permanently subsidize, units, accessible 
units 

 City develops policies  re: sustainable/green events 

 Transportation 

 food and beverage 

 energy 

 Infrastructure 

 Marketing 

 Supports for food in gardens, shared fruit trees community cooking and eating 

 Environmental building incentives 

  
 
Parks & Green Spaces 

 Draft a vision for the waterfront appearance 

 Natural beauty of location Fairfield parks, gardens, ocean – amenities. Close to city core, 
some good quality planning, can be improved also density can sensibly be improved if at 
high quality, as area is too valuable to waste! 

 Improved parks (Bushby) chapman with more things to do e.g taxes sponsorship 

 Keep mature trees 

 Crystal pool: add amenities to the pool that will revitalize foosball court/badminton better 
work out 

  
 
 
Services 
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 Fairfield united church redevelopment is multi purpose informal integrally by community 
congregations input 

 Schools become community hubs with commercial kitchens, theatres gym space used at 
all times 

 Collaboration of community resources to help with childcare availability for children in 
Fairfield- Gonzales 

 Increased community and access centre space for families in the Gonzales 
neighbourhood 

 
 
Heritage 

 Strong heritage preservation 

 Give City Council a heritage walk 

 Identify kinds of heritage e.g house. 

 Identify character homes and work to retain them by policy and incentives City of Victoria 
and Hallmark society 

 Work through Hallmark Heritage society and FGCA 

 Make an official inventory of heritage and character housing and green spaces which 
matter 

 $ and enforcement discourage free and unpermitted parking to discourage car use in 
around communities. 

 Churches and religious buildings need to be looked at through Heritage Advisory 
Committee listing.  Fairfield St Andrews empty churches are at risk as membership goes 
down. 

 
Placemaking (work with): 

 Local businesses 

 Arts sector 

 Placemaking network 

 Schools, libraries UVIC 

 More festivals (re Fernwood) 

 Look at culture plan by City of Victoria  

 i.e Oak Bay art and interactive map 
 
Communication 

Finding ways to reach out to community members in an effective way. 

 Mail 

 Digital 

 Broadcast 

 Promoting awareness 

 Promoting grassroots events that draw on neighbourhood talents 

 Engagement strategies 
o Social media 
o Reaching out to younger populations for insight and implementation 
o Door to Door surveys 
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Appendix 3: Feedback from Sounding Boards  

1. Fairfield Branch Coffee Shop Sounding Board 

 

Q1:  What do you want your community to look like in 25 years? 

 North Vancouver 

 Art installations by locals 

 Cool locally owned bakery and restaurant, community garden 

 Encourage diversity by putting in more family housing/more rental or co-op 

 More bike lanes, paths with dividers 

 Small scale retail 

 Walkable and bike able, mixed use outdoor spaces 

 Re-development of Thrifty’s/Fairfield plaza into community orientated heart of Fairfield 

 Maintain environmental issues – beach, nature, etc. 

 Stop unaffordable condominiums 

 Plant wild flower hedgerows, clover for bees 

 Keep homes, do not destroy and rebuild, diversity important – x 2 

 Small lot residential (less than 3,000sq ft lots) with higher density ratios 

 More affordable housing options for families 

 Green corridors for wildlife , more native plans and bee gardens = biodiversity 

 Take old diesel tour/hop on – hop off buses off the road. Spewing toxic smoke and odour 

 Less deer and more flowers 

 Protect wildlife, slower speed limits, wildlife corridors, restrict heritage house removal or 

demolition, no more nail salon permits 

 Speed bumps on moss st around SJD school 

 Townhomes 

 More benches outdoor seating 

 Multi unit residential  

 Incentives for heritage preservation , i.e., not knocking down good condition old houses 

 More density and street level retail 

 

Q2:  What do you love about your neighbourhood? 

 Fabulous walking 

 Green space, like living in a forest within the City  

 The beach 

 The same as it is now 

 The community and easy access to beach and plaza 

 Peaceful, stunning and friendly 

 The beach is really close, all the beautiful houses 

 Parks and family things to do, the beach 

 Trees 

 The people 

 Small family homes with trees 

 All of the small businesses 

 The history people 

 How me and my neighbours look out for each other 

 The Moss St Market 



 

Page 96 of 130 
Fairfield and Gonzales Neighbourhood Plans Phase 2 Imagine Appendices 1-4 (Complete Results) 

October 4, 2016  
 

 The gardens/greenery and public access to beaches and parks 

 Strong community  

 Our fairy door  trees and gardens 

 

Q3:  What should be improved (issues and opportunities)? 

 More places to gather – pubs, coffee shops, etc. 

 Laneway, small homes 

 Purpose built rental 

 Pemberton Park – basketball court, picnic tables, sign for park, multi-age play structure 

 Outdoor art installations, gardens 

 Affordable housing 

 Address the deer problem 

 Crosswalk at Richmond to Gonzales Beach 

 Local small businesses 

 School and City partnership 

 Plant and orchard in school ground or Pemberton Park, improve playground at Pemberton Park 

 Community garden 

 Parking off street keep the street safe for bikes 

 Save the bungalows.  Slow down replacement 

 Lower St Charles St needs speed bumps, too many drivers rushing through 

 More bike racks 

 

2. Red Barn Market, Oak Bay Avenue Sounding Board 

 

Q1 What do you want your community to look like in 25 years? 

 Concentrated commercial with library, festival space and quiet residential for mixed family 

 No more high rise apartments in residential streets, keep in Fairfield Cook St village only 

 Keep our older houses.  You can’t re-make something for 1900. 

 Crosswalk at Oak Bay Avenue and Redfern St 

 More public green spaces (Parks) 

 Playground outdoors for seniors with fitness machines 

 Open wifi everywhere we have the technology 

 About a dozen more pubs.  Dogs allowed in pubs and restaurants 

 Walking paths through community 

 More public art 

 Keep viable shops like hardware, garden centre, grocery and walking to library rec centre (Oak 

Bay) 

 Cross walk Redfern and Oak Bay please 

 Community potluck events (healthy and holistic) and outside in green spaces 

 More pubs 

 Shared community spaces and urban gardens 

 No bike lane on Oak Bay Avenue 

 A bike lane and blocked off side streets 

 No bike lane 
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 A cross walk at Redfern and Oak Bay 

 No more gas cars – (Dream on buddy) 

 Places to eat, more dogs, public washrooms at beach 

 Access to shops 

 Restored heritage homes (YES),  

 Require Shell gas station with its big buck backing to maintain and restore its green space/garden 

 Love life 

 Big outdoor pool 

 More ponds and water features 

 Create a mission statement and community goal for Oak Bay corridor between Foul Bay and 

Richmond 

 More bike lanes and less parking 

 More laneway, tiny houses 

 Vegan gains, laneway houses legal (let’s join Oak Bay) 

 Affordable housing,  more local business 

 Lots of safe, designated bike routes, neighbourhood community building, increased connections 

 Crosswalk right here and 30km speed zone to create village feel 

 Lit crosswalks and wider sidewalks before bike lanes 

 More heritage pictures 

 Bookstores, hardware stores in Cook St Village 

 Crosswalk at Redfern St. 

 Protected bike lanes in a network 

 Mix of small and varied housing options 

 Underground service lines (e.g. hydro, tel,) Make it look like Oak Bay Avenue in ‘Oak Bay’ 

 Crosswalks 

 Walkable neighbourhoods, bike/walking roads on Leighton and Brighton Ave, more nut and fruit 

trees to replace old Chestnut trees, wider sidewalks down Oak Bay to village 

 No bike lanes, more restaurants 

 More bikes and safe bike routes 

 No cars, more dogs,  no people  

 

Q2 What do you love about your neighbourhood? 

 Walkable neighbourhood 

 More kid friendly public spaces 

 More parklets, partner with garden works to create parklet out front to fully utilize their green 

space 

 Fresh meat 

 Reduce light pollution in neighbourhood – fewer cobra head street lights 

 Harness civic pride – banners, planters, artwork, cosmetic improvements, i.e fun garbage, and 

recycling cans 

 Trails beside the creek to walk to water 

 A movie theatre close by.  I love the movies 

 People, local biz, events along Oak Bay avenue, parks walkability 

 Walkability, locally owned small businesses, wonderful people 

 Friendly people who make eye contact 

 The markets the people 

 Love dogs  
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 All of these babies 

 The people and dogs 

 Hummingbirds 

 People, nature ocean, (2 thumbs up) 

 Walkability, safe, clean, getting greener 

 You can walk to everything you need - x 2 

 Less cars, affordable organic produce, community networking 

 Bike lanes 

 The people and the gardens 

 Community gardens 

 Recreation opportunities 

 Dogs, LED street lighting  

 Preserve heritage housing 

 Walkability, partner with Oak Bay gospel church for use of south west corner of property 

 

Q3  What should be improved (issues and opportunities)? 

 Partner with businesses create incentives for bike racks, planters, benches, art installations 

 Parks and green spaces 

 Raised bump puts into street on south side Oak Bay Ave to calm traffic and open community 

space 

 Remove parked cars on street 

 Affordable housing 

 More wider sidewalks at oak Bay and Davie 

 Crosswalks from Hide n seek coffee shop to Hampshire Road 

 A cross walk right here (Oak Bay Avenue Redfern St) (Yes, yes, Yes, yes, yes) 

 No Vancouver special homes 

 Stop Bob Rennie style vancouverism development 

 Stop demolishing old character houses.  Stop approving boring 4 storey apartment buildings in 

their place 

 Fewer roads, more pedestrian areas 

 Cheaper houses please 

 Fewer street lights 

 Make Lawton and other small streets bike routes not main busy roads like oak bay avenue 

 Fewer street lights yes light pollution 

 More disabled parking Businesses stay open much later 

 Bike routes  (key roads vs scattered all over) 

 More bike lanes 

 More bike lanes 

 Less building on green spaces and backyards 

 Lots more benches to sit on  

 Affordable housing 

 Separated bike lane 

 Green spaces 

 A garden 

 More farmers’ markets 

 Partner with problematic property frontages to use parking lots for markets when businesses 

closed 
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 Skatepark with tree for shade, maybe a pond - x 2 

 East wall of red barn – add mural and hanging baskets 

 Crosswalk to Red Barn market across Oak Bay Ave – x 3 

 More affordable housing for young families and seniors 

 More row houses/townhouses for small families 

 Fenced dog parks please 

 Remove fencing from dog parks 

 More affordable housing, should be 33% of monthly income 

 Ban large coffee cups/signage at Shell 

 More safe bike routes 

 Improved sidewalks, no fences on dog parks please 

 Put/change colour of pavement (or bricks like on Clare St) to indicate cars are entering a 

residential zone, with families and children living there (i.e. at start of Redfern St) 

 People not using residential streets to cut through to shop on Oak Bay Ave (e.g. Redfern St) 

 More family friendly public spaces 

 

3. Gonzales Beach Park Sounding Board  

 

Q1 What do you want your community to look like in 25 years? 

 I hope there is still a clover point park with no sewage facility there.  Please! 

 A new generation of trees 

 Keep it single family zoning  

 Local food and community gardens 

 More bike lanes, no cars (except for disabled people or those with limited mobility) 

 Free education 

 Accessible and habitable (aka affordable) for all age groups and abilities 

 Local business only keep/build an entrepreneurial base and stimulate support the local economy 

 No more demolition orders instead restoration of houses/restoration grants 

 Community gardens in unused spaces for free please 

 More bike friendly bike paths or at least bike lanes – well marked and safer from cars (they are 

terrible now) 

 More native plants and trees, flowers please 

 No empty houses owned by non-residents 

 Rules that allow tree removal and development and subsequent replanting.  There’s not enough 

housing be easier with development 

 Affordable housing 

 Dogs allowed on beach in a.m. and late p.m. July and August – the rest of year all the time. 

 Much more affordable housing ( I agree, I agree, me too) 

 Nude beach, may be clothing optional, (It’s got my vote, yes me too!) 

 Local food, more of what Victoria currently has but at risk of losing food trucks 

 No vehicles in public areas  (bike or walk) No developments that block public access/views, 

maintain green space (concrete jungles/parking lots) 

 More public spaces 

 Development regulations i.e. keep the character of the neighbourhood 

 More bike paths/lanes less cars parked on road 

 More cute sidewalks for people in wheelchairs 

 Yeah, more bike lanes 
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 Parking only on one side on side streets 

 Mature trees (Yes) boulevards with gardens, retainment of original homes and family oriented 

 The same but more connected.  (Completely different) 

 Community gardens in unused spaces please 

 Water fountain 

 More volunteer support and opportunities in green spaces 

 Nude beach 

 Exactly the same (Ditto Ditto Ditto) (Completely different) 

 The same thanx 

 A local music studio for local people to record 

 We need more positive attitudes.  We live in the finest place on the planet and all we do is whine 

– look at these notes! Pathetic! 

 Bigger roads 

 Improved programming at Fairfield Community place seems to cater to 2 or 3 niche groups 

 Improve parking 

 Encourage boulevard parking 

 Restaurants coffee shop on the beach, board rental business 

 Ban the petty complainers – Ban people who think others problems are always trivial 

 More priority for bicycles – (Give cyclists driving lessons, give drivers bicycle lessons) 

 Make it okay to have roadside fruit and veggie stands 

 Community gardens and free classes and seed/plant swap meets (That already exists visit the 

Victoria seed library via the public library 

 Outdoor saltwater swimming pool 

 Intergenerational housing to grow old in.  Don’t want to leave the community when I become frail 

Q2 What do you love about your neighbourhood? 

 Quiet peaceful lovely  

 Peaceful 

 Clean water and air 

 Beaches 

 Trees and access to clean green space, respectful community that is green focused. 

 The mature trees! Green spaces to sit in and appreciate the view 

 Safe 

 Sense of community 

 Its quiet nature, wheelchair accessibility and beauty 

 The smell of the ocean 

 Beautiful nature, well maintained, the beaches sense of community 

 Green 

Q3 What should be improved (issues and opportunities)? 

 Better transit 

 Dogs on beach all year round 

 Dogs on beach all year early a.m. and late p.m.  It’s ridiculous to reopen September 1st when the 

weather still brings people here, but not all summer.  Morning/evening openings make sense! 

 Teen/adult workout area @ Hollywood Park or Gonzales 

 Dogs should be allowed in the morning and the late evenings in the summer.  Dog owners keep 

an eye out and often help keep this beach clean! 

 Wheelchair access onto the beach!! Shame! 
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 I think Gonzales beach needs a better strategy for sharing space between dog and non-dog 

owners.  I think allowing dogs on the beach in the morning and evening year round is a good 

solution.  Also June – September dogs could be on leash only. 

 Clean up beach 

 Recycling and compost bins 

 More signage for garbage pickup 

 Crosswalks at Robertson and St Charles and Dallas 

 Crosswalk to beach 

 Wheelchair access on sidewalks 

 A concession stand (like we used to have) 

 Wheelchair access to beach 

 Yeah dogs allowed on beach all year ok to limit in summer to a.m. before 10 Thank you 

 Dogs year round (They’re fine) 

 Re Dogs The City should admit that it has no jurisdiction below the high water mark i.e the base 

of the concrete wall 

 Human children should be valued more than dogs  

 Dogs allowed 7-9 

 Deal with the rabbits in Hollywood Park 

 Desperately need crosswalk to cross Richmond to Park please. 

 Too many dogs poop, less dog space 

 Have electric only tour vehicles (and needed as tourism makes us vibrant) 

 More bike and walking paths – less street parking 

 No diesel tour buses (loud, noisy smelly) improve the types of buses used? 

 No amplified music – keep it quiet 

 Wheelchair access on curbs and @Gonzales  

 More space for people not dogs 

 More public community gardens and activities 

 No cigarette butts on beaches 

 More dog friendly areas (or hours of summer days) 

 Allow seasonal commercial ventures on beach such as paddleboard or kayak rentals 

 Beach workout equipment 

 Let dogs come to the beach all year round at certain times of the day in the summer.  (Yes 

please, Like) 

 Sidewalks to benches so that those in wheelchairs can enjoy the view ( or improve access to 

concrete pad at east end of sidewalk 

 Dogs on beaches all year round 

 Live music in the parks 

 Stop mowing boulevards so much encourage people to stop mowing boulevards to death let 

boulevard grass grow longer 

 Curbside pickup of garden refuse 

 Fogs allowed on the beach in summer early morning and evenings 

 No affordable rental housing, insane prices 

4. Fairfield Five Ways Sound Board  

 

Q1 What do you want your community to look like in 25 years? 

 More and better dog friendly rentals 

 Gardens, more garbage cans 
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 All new buildings to have grey water retention mandatory – geo thermal/solar 

 Affordable housing 

 Affordable housing  ( I agree), yes please, ditto) = garden suites 

 Residential parking required permitted 

 Ocean after the earthquake 

 Micro housing ditto, affordable restaurants providing healthy –nutritious meals up to $10 or $12.  

We need new public food policies 

 Catherine Hepburn 

 Much the same but greener – fewer cars, more support for walking 

 Don’t want tall commercial or apartment structures that destroy the residential feel of the area 

 Put much more $ into underground infrastructure now.  Don’t let it get worse so we have to pay 

too much when it is too far gone. 

 Larger community centre with more creative offerings.  Longer hours of service 

 Small lots small houses.  More commercial development please at 5 point village 

 No lawns – only food or drought tolerant plants 

 Better rentals more renewables bees 

 More boulevard gardens – food security/education opportunities 

 More passive haus development 

 More daily clean up, street sweepers please clean gutters 

 A local gym/rec centre 

 More racial diversity integration of new immigrants, diverse active culture 

 Keep the neighbourhood character – trees, homes and gardens 

 No bicycle lanes no expansion of businesses 

 The same as it is now August 2016 

 No sewage treatment please.  Community veg. garden on Eberts Park, grey H2O, orientation 

incentives for solar 

 No sewage treatment plant, more trees, more bike paths 

 No sewage treatment plant  

Prosecute people who make excess noise, mowers, cars, leaf blowers, etc 

 Keep residential and protect single family homes.  Reduce density. Don’t change the look or add 

more apartments. 

 House conversions to achieve density not demolition of existing buildings for new apartment 

buildings 

 More density updated buildings 

 Affordable rent and housing so young people have a chance 

 Crazy buildings 

 More vibrant less cars (Yes! way fewer cars!) 

 More off leash dog areas 

 Fix sidewalks so people don’t trip 

 More cars on electricity 

 More community events like the paint in  

 Keep church across st from being demolished 

 No allotment gardens in parks 

 Parks, like – neighbourhood, vibrant shops – density 

 to stay low density 

 Preserve the heritage homes 

 Read your Jane Jacobs she understands cities, what makes a good neighbourhood 

 fewer cars less carbon 
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 Be careful about density.  It can backfire.  ( I know I lived in Kitsilano for 10 years and density 

ruined it) 

 More density, more pedestrian and cycling routes away from roads and – discourage driving 

encourage active transportation 

 Greater sense of shared humanity – smiles and love 

 Diverse in age and cultural ideas 

 Keep and encourage the heritage homes and spaces 

 Community garden space x 2  

 Seniors  co-housing 

 Bike lane should go down Cook St 

 Built for people not cars 

 Bike friendly and vitality abounding 

 Supported housing for folks with mental health and substance use issues 

 Affordable housing for low income folks 

 Less nimbys 

 No untreated sewage in the ocean 

 Affordable housing pedestrian only Cook St 

 Higher density pocket parks commons 

 

Q2 What do you love about your neighbourhood? 

 Quiet safe character 

 Walkable and bike able amenities 

 Beautiful established trees, lots of kids 

 Moss st market, the church and all of its events, the community centre, proximity to town and to 

the beach 

 Safe beautiful architecture friendly – for the most part, great local businesses 

 Moss st market 

 The amount of kids on our street 

 Amazing neighbourhood 

 The people 

 Access to nature, proximity to urban amenities] 

 The view and the people 

 The friendly people in this neighbourhood 

 Healthy environment 

 Great safe places for my child to play 

 Architecture, green areas, quaint small town feel 

 Low density = why we moved here 

 Low density low lights Reclaim night sky and darkness 

 Dog friendly 

 Walkable, sea, air, parks, Trees, single family homes, local businesses, and proximity to beaches 

 Low density 

 Friendly safe, trees 

 Family friendly and safe 

 Green spaces village 

 Green spaces, pic a flic, restaurants 

 Lots of parks, greenspaces, markets 

 Friendly people – they say hello 
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Q3  What should be improved (issues and opportunities)? 

 Protect traditional residential housing/ character housing sensitive infill and densification only  

(Ditto) 

 Walkable, good community involvement , village hubs 

 The trees, the parks, the ocean.   Downtown close by neighbourhood shops 

 Beautiful gardens (Yes!) 

 Inclusive, chilled out, kind 

 The congregation at Fairfield United and the people of the FG Association 

 Licence cats and keep deer raccoons and cats and seagulls out of my garden 

 Parking permits 

 More bicycles less (fewer) cars (ditto) 

 Designated bike paths 

 A humongous sewage treatment plant please 

 Better playground on eberts 

 Daycare combined – elder care, coop housing, benches, community and boulevard veggie 

gardens, clothes lines 

 Maintain continuity of architecture while improving housing stock 

 No sewage plant 

 Better bike racks, more public spaces (agree) 

 More modern businesses in Cook st village, cocktail bar,  

 Better bus service in S.Fairfield 

 Playground on Eberts, garden on Eberts garden and updated play structures and community 

garden 

 Affordable housing 

 Better basketball courts 

 The neighbourhood is already great does anything really need to change? 

 Path connecting the Dallas Rd and Ross Bay pathways  (around Clover Point) 

 A basketball court in Beacon Hill Park 

 Allotment gardens (I agree) 

 More bike racks please 

 More greenways, bike lanes close Cook St to cars 

 More bus stops, transit lanes 

 Too much dog poo on boulevards – do something 

 More housing family friendly 

 No sewage plat at clover point park 

 Basketball court in Beacon Hill Park 

 Affordable supportive housing 

 Proper dog waste composting (lots of dogs but no sustainable way of dealing with poo) 

 Too many dogs 

 Bike lanes on Dallas Road 

 BMX or skate park 

 Community cob oven (Vic West are planning for one) 

 Seniors co-housing like they have at Harbourside in Sooke 

 Add a community Garden or 2 

 More handicap accessibility to local areas 

 Dedicated bike lanes and cyclist controlled lights 

 Bike lock ups on Dallas Road and Clover Point park 
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 Better bus and bike routes 

 Walkway around Clover point (i.e like Oak Bays turnkey head) 

 

5. Fairfield-Gonzales Community Centre Sounding Board  

 

Q1 What do you want your community to look like in 25 years? 

 Dedicated bike lanes on Dallas Road 

 Plant more Garry Oaks 

 More trees, many shrubs 

 More condos, affordable houses/small lots and small houses 

 Sidewalk painted purple 

 The community centre is a voice for the community on city planning.  They should be centre on 

zoning issues. Also a neighbourhood place for young and old to link neighbours on local planning 

issues. 

 6 storey cap on building height 

 More advanced art classes for teens at rec centres (because some of us are really good and 

don’t learn too much in school). 

 Ensure new development (architecture) are reflective of our heritage neighbourhood, ban 

rectangular characterless block houses. 

 Free wifi 

 Free wifi 

 More flowers 

 More accessible outdoor garbage and recycling places 

 Increase density!  Many of the lost in Fairfield are very big.  Allow more flexible zoning for 

duplexes, carriage houses and garden suites 

 More trees, trees are great 

 Less clinics and property management 

 More of the same with 2-3 times the density – more rental, more family housing in multi family 

 

Q2 What do you love about your neighbourhood? 

 All the people are friendly 

 It’s a very safe place 

 Lots of greenspace and parks/play areas need to keep. 

 Beauty of nature and character 

 Peoples willingness to show up with kindness 

 Lots of great places for kids to grow up 

 

Q3  What should be improved (issues and opportunities)? 

 We need speed bumps on Richardson Street or enforcement of speed limit.  Drivers must slow 

down. 

 I want ramps for bikes 

 A large community centre with a pool 

 More parking – No fewer cars 
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 There should be a grocery store closer – (Yes!) 

 More kids stuff 

 A four way stop at Stannard and Brooke would be awesome 

 Stop medaling in zoning issues that’s the city’s job 

 Another playground at Sir James Douglas lego building play place waterpark spray park 

 Water park 

 Get rid of the community garden that consists of invasive species and is built in a Garry oak 

meadow and Camas field.  It is atrocious.  I agree plant native species instead. 

 

6. May and Moss Street Bus Stop Sounding Board  

 

Q1 What do you want your community to look like in 25 years? 

 Permaculture as the main theme for the all dwellings.  Village focus and food growing everywhere 

 A village without cars! (Yes!) 

 Less is more, more walking, smiling, friends, families. Less cars, less cars, less cars 

 No smoking anywhere its gross 

 Faster bus services on weekends, less cars 

 Maintain all character homes.  We shouldn’t let developers tear them down 

 A village that allows wood frame 6 stories in westcoast style 

 More flowers and green space 

 Bus schedule here please!! 

 Be allowed small animals like mini pigs or mini goats 

 A village nothing over 4 storeys.  YESSS! 

 An art space one can rent for cheap 

 May/Moss st coffee shop 

 Really modern 

 A rainbow crosswalk om Oak Bay ave west 

 Remove property that it is illegal under the BNA (British North America Act) anyways so people 

may live in peace   

 Legal marijuana 

 Safer crosswalks with flashing lights (yes, yes, yes) 

 Keep neighbourhoods, just that, don’t over develop, keep heights reasonable 

 Lower rents 

 More rental housing, enforcement of noise bylaws (yes) 

 More street buskers and live music 

 More small houses for working class 

 A nude beach 

 More density, better transit, fewer dogs 

 No renovictions, housing for the people and not the developers 

 Rentals would love just an apartments or flat or share house 

 More density, fewer cars, better transit 

Q2 What do you love about your neighbourhood? 

 More cherry trees 

 Beacon Hill Park 

 Friendly people 
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 Trees character homes 

 So close to Dallas Road 

 The character homes 

 Atmosphere nature and near the ocean 

 People are awesome 

 A sewage treatment plant it’s about time 

 Cozy community 

 The ocean, we should have a playground at Clover point 

 The old houses shouldn’t be torn down 

 Smiles 

 By the ocean 

 Bus transit doesn’t go over $5 

 More late night bus service (1000 x yes more late busses) 

 Take dog poo bags home to your garbage why do we have to smell it in public bins 

 Even just take your dog poo bins home.  Once picked up don’t leave your bags to rot 

 Discussions like this it will be interesting to see if any ideas are put into policy 

 The flowers and the cute guys 

 Put a clock on each bus stop (get a watch) 

 Diverse  

 The people 

 Beach, green spaces, walkability, community, sense of place, mixed ages in neighbourhood 

 I love the beach, its convenience, friendly neighbourhood, silent environment, fresh air 

 The trees, the beaches, the convenience 

 I love all the parks and playgrounds 

 Beach, cemetery convenience of plaza, community ocean 

 Quiet 

 Craigdarroch castle, good nature, good people, fresh air.  I love Victoria thank you from Osaka, 

Japan 

 The graveyard 

 Gonzo Beach 

 

Q3  What should be improved (issues and opportunities)? 

 More rental townhouses so we can move here 

 Fairfield united becoming some form of housing development.  It’s a lovely heritage  (future) 

building 

 I think it should remain the same small, clean and quiet  (thanks) 

 Residential streets where 2 cars can pass each other 

 Coffee shops and eating place  (café) May and Moss 

 Everyone I meet who is not a snob or boring is from somewhere else , Victoria shuts people down 

 High degree of nimbyism from entitled baby boomers especially with respect to development be 

positive now. 

 More student rental homes 

 City not planting flowering cherries when replacing trees (yes) 

 Side street roads in disrepair ( Oxford St, especially) 

 Make sewage a P3 – put condos above it 

 More garbage cans on Moss and May so people with dogs don’t leave their poop everywhere 

 Fruit and nut trees on boulevards, food sustainability 

 More green space 
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 Rooftop and community veggie gardens 

 No sewage plant 

 Affordable diverse housing that is useable by young and old families 

 Condos designed for families not super rich downsizers 

 People obsessed with minor issues/byelaws 

 Benches seats at bus stops on Moss/May 

 Bike lanes 

 More community activities 

 Need regular bus route along Dallas Road 

 Yes invasive species , Garry oak meadow restoration 

 More green space and environmental protection responsibility 

 A diverse and friendly community that is welcoming and safe 

 Allow dogs on the buses so we can go further 

 More recreation most especially near by the beach 

 An architectural/environmental sewage plant to protect our ocean and the look of the 

neighbourhood please (Yes), (agreed) 

 Mature trees homes and lots of flowers 

 Better education for community members on our regions ecosystem encouragement of native 

plants, learning natures limits access to food gardens, food forests 

No cars! Danger to animals, humans, nature in general 

 A community skatepark, brand new skate plaza for the kids 

 Bring in a waterpark for kids 

 Community softball parks beer league less Pokémon 

 Relocate urban deer, can’t afford fencing 

 Bus routes down secondary roads creating pollution and traffic impasses, sewage outfall in heart 

of green, neighbourhood friendly area.  Tour buses  

 Turn buses into vans – save $ and pollution 

 All access everywhere (aging population 

 Basketball court in Beacon Hill park 

 Picnic areas so we enjoy the beautiful view by the ocean, more cafes, and one more pub!  Would 

love to be able to drink closer to home. 

 Affordable housing for those that work minimum wage in this plaza!! Amen! 

 Access for dogs and their owners on Gonzales Beach in June/July/August before 9a.m and after 

7 p.m. 

 

7. Cook St and Fort St Bus Stop Sounding Board  

 

Q1 What do you want your community to look like in 25 years? 

 Clearly defined areas of urban density and open spaces will never happen because cities are 

growing so intelligent and conscious growth and densification. 

Slower cars and more walking and more bikes.  It’s a neighbourhood not a speed track (Here, 

Here) 

 Keep the limit of 3 storey buildings.  Provide more senior affordable housing.   

 Cook st is too busy for bike lanes, Vancouver st is better.  (Agreed!, Agreed!) 

 Car free 

 Less cars (Agreed) and no transport trucks 

 4 lane roads everywhere to accommodate the growing city 
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 Don’t imitate big cities like Vancouver, Toronto, NY.  Keep Victoria a beautiful town which is a big 

city in its own way.  (Pointless statement tell us how!) 

 

Q2 What do you love about your neighbourhood? 

 The trees (Agreed!) 

 The character defined for me by amount of trees, family neighbourhoods, cool eateries and 

people and the ocean. 

 

Q3  What should be improved (issues and opportunities)? 

 How public and personal transport navigate urban areas that are densifying family hoods 

 Compost in buildings 

 Car free 

 No low barrier housing at Mt Edwards 

 

8. Fairfield Plaza Bus Stop Sounding Board  

 

Q1 What do you want your community to look like in 25 years? 

 Waterfront patio and pub Gonzales area similar to Ogden Point 

 More jobs (Agree) 

 Keep theatres healthy  

 Affordable housing for workers 

 Angle bus shelter  

 More pop up theatre 

 More rental suites in houses.  Make it easier for owners to create rentals, less red tape.  (YES) 

 Water fountains, seats, public washrooms 

 We need crosswalks with flashing lights – safer for pedestrians and drivers, (spot on, agreed) 

 Playground for the increasing children population in Fairfield area 

 A fenced in dog park like cedar hill corners built one you do not have to drive too.  (Doesn’t this 

depend on where you live?) 

 More outdoor seating at cafes, restaurants more green space, more affordable houses, more 

services, for mental health/homeless 

 Keep the Dallas Rd with the green trees and the logs near the water the way it is.  Its beautiful (A 

visitor) 

 More density 6 storey apartments 

 

Q2 What do you love about your neighbourhood? 

 Need another little café like the one that used to be off May and Moss 

 THIS Discussion 

 Clover Point Park in its natural state.  No sewage plant – Yay! 

 Transparent bus stop panels so we can see without having to keep standing up  

 Stop tearing down beautiful old houses to build huge ugly expensive blocks of blandness!!! 

 Why all the complaints?  We live in a beautiful area and are fortunate.  Let’s keep it beautiful!! 
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 Accessibility…. nice to have shops, parks, beaches so close to home 

 Trees 

Q3  What should be improved (issues and opportunities)? 

 More affordable housing for families or space freed up for schools 

 Put some office buildings on the open water  = more housing 

 Stop putting garbage on front lawns under the guise of free stuff box 

 Incentives for home owners to be ecofriendly.  Good incentives 

 Get recycle bins like the compost and garbage bins.  We’re way behind on that one. 

 

9. Cook St Playground at Beacon Hill Park Sounding Board  

 

Q1 What do you want your community to look like in 25 years? 

 To support soccer players 

 Play areas for kids and families nature spots 

 LEED saves energy, lots of nature trees happy family 

 Urban planning that supports community minded density 

 Outdoor swimming pool 

 Fizzy water out of the water fountains 

 More fruit trees 

 Less litter and cars 

 Outdoor hot tub 

 I would love it to stay as is including no increase in car traffic 

 A candy world 

 More ziplines 

 Bike paths all over 

 Green and clean 

 A gaming centre 

 A gaming centre for all ages and parents 

 Community veggie garden that all can share and enjoy and harvest together 

 Swimming pool 

 Bike lanes, sidewalk café and an outdoor pool 

 Outdoor pool and no sewage at Clover point 

 More natural 

 Swimming pool for James Bay residents 

 Simple and same as now and clean 

 Outdoor swimming pool 

 Keep the character and history of the neighbourhood.  Put limits on greedy developers 

 A kids water park at Dallas Road at Clover point 

 Affordable housing for people in their 30’s who have rented here and want to stay when they 

have families 

 Public pool outside 

 Dog bylaws.  No dogs in playgrounds or school grounds 

 A pool, better drainage, a gaming centre, a virtual reality centre 

 Community use BBQs like in New Zealand 

 Local track meet for all ages.  More parking 
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 Public hammocks 

 Monkey bars please 

 Clean and no littering  

 Lakes in the city 

 More flowers/more bikes 

 Water park elements 

 Lights at tennis courts and more courts clean washrooms 

 More street arts and gardens 

 Places for kids, families, elderly people.  A place that is healthy vibrant, creative and friendly. 

 More cheap beer and free babysitting services 

 Displays of local art 

 Community BBQs and potlucks 

 Anything that encourages more community interactions 

 Activities for children and for parents to mingle at same time 

 No capitalism, more gardens, more love less war 

 Beacon Hill outside pool 

 Cull the seagulls! Too many! (No don’t) 

 More food trucks 

 Outdoor swimming pool and decent splash park like Parksville 

 This is a great place as is – Winnipeg folks 

 Affordable housing, more frequent buses  (weekends)  

 Swimming pool 

 Library in Fairfield 

 More family doctors  

 Edible plants for public snacking 

 More bikes lanes and community gardens 

 A swimming pool outside 

 A nice mall near Thriftys 

 A cool mature like community 

 Outdoor pool please 

 Much the same  - not over developed it’s a little community No buildings higher than 3 stories 

 Indeed, keep same too big = not, same great experience 

 Oceanside bike lanes 

 Please no bike lanes in the village good the way it is  

 Fenced dogs off leash area, lots of kids are scared of dogs jumping so avoid Dallas 

 More bike lanes 

 Waterslides for grownups and kids and cell phone free 

 Only 2 storey buildings 

 More public water parks with well water.  Recycled tire park surface.  Enclosed dog park.  Public 

water bottle fill stations.  All public washrooms to have baby change tables in women’s and men’s 

rooms. 

 Water park 

 No sewage at Clover point 

A giant trampoline please 

 Dog play park attached to kids area 

 Keep Cook St walkable 

 To have more trees 

 

Q2 What do you love about your neighbourhood? 
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 Everything is so close 

 The character it has and the art 

 My cousin lives here and I love the zipline 

 The view 

 The sunset 

 Splash park , skate park 

 I love cats and dogs in my neighbourhood 

 Its happy 

 Its got a spray park 

 Its safe, clean, friendly and beautiful 

 Clean and green – recycle bins, compost bins, grassy areas, bike sharing options 

 Beacon Hill Park 

 Vibrant walkable 

 That people are so friendly very little tanker traffic  - say no to kinder morgan 

 That there is so much to do 

Q3  What should be improved (issues and opportunities)? 

 Clean and green – recycle bins, compost bins, grassy areas, bike sharing options 

 More apartments and condos in Cook St village 

 Less traffic on Cook St 

 Outdoor pool 

 Outdoor pool 

 Rec centre, swimming pool and library for Fairfield 

 Maintain and upgrade kids playground 

 A pool/area 

 More benches and picnic tables under trees (shade) 

 Rope swing 

 A percy Jackson playworld in Victoria please 

 Rock climbing wall  

 Water slides please, pool 

 Outside public pool in Victoria (Yes, yes, Yes!) 

 Proper signage about where dogs are allowed and where not on leads 

 More ziplines please 

 Soap to wash hands after toilet 

 Water parks 

 Keep local and independent businesses 

 Outside public pools in Victoria please 

 Basketball nets 

 More condos 

 Don’t allow developers to tear down character homes 

 Outdoor swimming pool 

 More affordable housing renting 

 Public washrooms 

 An outdoor pool 

 An outdoor green gym for adults 

 Outdoor pool 

 Wifi for pokemon go 

 Parking 

 To have supermarkets instead of really big stores 
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 Litter 

 Bike path improved 

 maintain the structures already in use 

 Outside pools please 

 Affordable housing, more frequent buses, swimming pool 

 It’s already perfect 

 Drainage, shade at playground 

 More affordable for young people 

 A new toy store on Bushby St 

 I like everything 

 Recycling and compost 

 Get rid of horrid woodchips that give kids splinters use soft surface 

 Yes outside pools 

 Have city trucks use Cook St entrance instead of Nursery Road too much traffic 

 Free ice cream 

 Faster ziplines 

 More water parks please 

 Big outdoor pool please 

 Gardens that attract butterflies and hummingbirds 

 Pool 

 Shaded zones in play area  - double as rain cover in winter 

 Water park get rid of wood chips put turf in 

 Pool 

 Bike lanes, bike lanes, bike lanes 

 More ziplines 

 Make the crosswalk across Cook St safer.  Either lights or eliminate 1 parking spot in either 

direction.  It’s hard for cars to see us.  Often no-one stops for a while 

 A splash park bigger than a circle 

 Design new spaces with children, strollers, young families in mind clean environment. 

 Big castle that you can go inside 

 Giant octopus you can climb up and slide down with bean bags 

 Outdoor pool with slide please 

 Small water park please 

 Need a swimming pool outdoor big pool lifeguard 

 An outdoor pool and 5 water slides 

 

10. Cook St Village Sounding Board  

 

Q1:  What do you want your community to look like in 25 years? 

 Affordable housing – YES (seriously!) 

 Affordable housing 

 No raw sewage in ocean  

 Less ‘us vs. them’ 

 Design Guidelines for new development 

 Trump Tower! 

 No cars, some trees, more grass, better transit 
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 More development, more density – YES 

 Subsidized low-income housing 

 Tiny housing 

 More small scale development 

 More shops, wine bars, no cars for 3 blocks, quiet streets, no car traffic scattered throughout 

area, walking lanes. 

 Much more living space, more condos, safe, busy 

 Charming – not yuppified or ultra-friendly… friendly 

 More cycling friendly roads 

 Fewer cars or no cars at all, some people can’t bike – LIKE/AGREED 

 Independently owned shops i.e. hardware store 

 More new shops, same old chestnut trees – no more coffee shops, there’s plenty 

 More art and creative outlets and displays/events – YES 

 Greater economic and social diversity 

 Small, private businesses, not chains.  Café society. Buses that run after 6pm, no big high-rise 

developments 

 ‘I would like to be able to still afford to live here! 

 More density, extend connective strip so that village can grow, bike lanes 

 More Wilson buses.  Look what City and Wilson have done to James Bay (heart) 

 More bike lanes, less cars & parking – YES 

 Free Cook St. Village of exclusively retail oriented businesses i.e. include schools, pre-school, 

youth centre, more than just seniors. 

 Affordable housing and community food gardens 

 Solar powered neighbourhoods 

 Goats & chickens in every yard 

 Health co-op 

 No more bike lanes, allow traffic to flow and reduce emissions – agree x 3 

 Yes, we need a bank 

 A bank to replace one that is leaving, credit union, community focused – agree x 3 

 Buses – Cook to Hillside or Uptown 

 Buses that run past 7pm – agree x 3 

 Lots of local stores – keep buying local 

 Horse barns everywhere 

 More fenced dog parks – YES 

 Take time to plan development for future, OCP was too hasty, let’s dialogue like this 

 Ban horse carriages 

 Co-housing.  We don’t need all the space & appliances.  Let’s share - environmentally 

responsible and socially good. 

 Free tai chi in parks 

 Affordable housing, bike lanes  

 Decent bakery, bookstores (one is closing because population would not sustain it), good pasta  

 Wine bar – x 3 

 Mayor should be given a BC Building Code.  Read it, understand it, and be tested on her 

understanding, then give it to all the councilors and senior staff, then repeat.  You need more 

understanding in order to do your jobs. 

 Love this neighbourhood 

 Please keep it as it is! 

 Keep as is – x 3 

 Trees, green, thoughtful and appropriate densification 
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 As unpopular as sewage treatment on Clover Point is, I do believe the sewage treatment is 

necessary.  I hope a solution can be found. – x 6 

 Local shops, walk everywhere, community spirit 

 Cook St Village needs a facelift, paint buildings 

 Keep it as it is, we love our village 

 More bike racks please! 

 More fountains and plazas 

 Allow 6-storey building minimum, this is an urban village 

 Woonerf (living street) on Dallas Road 

 Speed bumps coming down Cook before Southgate to slow traffic, and coming into village from 

Dallas 

 More foot focused than car, cars single lane 

 More green solutions 

 Independent bakery 

 No car lanes – x 2 

 More free parking and more bike racks 

 Improved water park in Beacon Hill for kids, affordable housing 

 More diverse street life, bike lanes, no cars, take back the road 

 A community garden 

 Remove signs from Beacon Hill park, promote green space 

 Yes, more density, more high-rise so more people can enjoy Victoria 

 Access to banking is essential re: RBC leaving 

 12yrs Park/Play, water park 

 Turn down street lights, protect the dark, look at the stars 

 More affordable housing for families 

 Affordable housing, cooperatives 

 Cooperatives to keep ‘old-fashioned’ Cook St 

 Bike lanes all the way up Cook St – YES 

 Friendly, family-oriented, all ages, free things (i.e. events, activities, etc.) 

 Wilson for next premier, vote Wilson Bus Corp, monopoly 

 Keep a village feel/atmosphere by keeping it pedestrian friendly, treed and quaint 

 Shared use paths for bikes and people 

 No pipeline, adequate funding for public schools and health care, proper sewage treatment 

 Start planting female plants and trees for bees and pollination – YES 

 More love, peace and harmony inclusion 

 Sculptures and art – YES x 3 

 Like Ontario 

 More bike lanes 

 Ban cars from Cook St Village and more high-density housing 

 More housing in the village, we need housing close to downtown 

 Bikes and pedestrians in the village, cars can go around 

 Treat the wastewater – x 2 

 Restriction on big delivery trucks after 5pm 

 Slow the cars down or make it a pedestrian village – x 2 

 Pick up garbage in Cook St. Village 

 Pick up weeds from boulevard everyone! 

 Cook St family festivals, live music, food trucks, beer tent, all ages, road closed down, once per 

season! 

 Stuff to take the whole family to, events on Cook St, outdoor patios, all ages 
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 More restaurants, more businesses, outdoor pool in Beacon Hill Park 

 Cook St childcare/daycare facility 

 Bike lane on Vancouver St, purchase Oxford Food parking lot, turn into pay parking/1st hour free 

 Light at crosswalk from Cook St to Dallas Rd, crosswalk to washrooms at corner of Dallas Rd and 

Cook 

 No buildings over four stories, keep it a village, keep the green space/trees that we have now. 

 To be as beautiful as it is now 

 Need a bank 

 Install community garden/wall farms, plant bee flowers 

 Banned round up and other toxic pesticides/herbicides 

 More tall buildings 

 

Q2:  What do you love about your neighbourhood? 

 The birds, so many birds!  Let’s protect them. 

 Close to school 

 That there are no high rises – agreed 

 Everything – local shops, restaurants 

 No high rises, that it’s still a village, very dog friendly 

 Proximity to ocean and City, peacocks in Beacon Hill 

 Midrise mixed-use development, stop anti-development 

 Trees, boulevards, cafes, street life, whole foods, stores, mix residential and commercial 

 No buildings over four stories, lots of outdoor cafes 

 Wonderful people, family friendly 

 Walkability, more senior support, senior centre 

 Ocean, walkability, shops, good vibes 

 The trees, Oxford Foods 

 Quiet, friendly, local shops, dog walking 

 No more violence, no more bombs 

 Local shops 

 Heritage 

 Big trees 

 Community Centre with tai chi 

 Small buildings, buildings high enough everyone can have a home 

 coffee shops and outdoor spaces 

 Diversity  

 Affordable housing 

 Community minded 

 Community Centre for seniors 

 Walk/bike everywhere and meet our neighbours  

 Trees are the tallest thing, no 6-storey buildings 

 Walkability, easy to shop, go to beach, etc living here - YES 

 

Q3:  What should be improved (issues and opportunities)? 

 Bike lanes, nothing 

 More vegan dining options, save the planet 

 Affordable rentals, and places to sit 

 More culturally diverse, still a village 
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 Sewage treatment, wider sidewalks 

 Go-kart track 

 Water fountains for us and dogs – YES, more integrations of natural and built environment 

 Grocery store open past 5pm that’s affordable 

 Affordable housing for our kids and their kids 

 Lunch destinations and dinner, more outdoor cafes 

 Bike lanes please, music venues outdoors 

 Gardens, play area, people spaces, arts, bike lanes, innovative housing – agreed x 3 

 More space for people, less for cars, slow cars down 

 Affordable rental options – YES 

 Plant more trees that are more suitable, not park trees 

 An area on beach and grassy area along Dallas Rd that’s free from dogs.  It would be nice to be 

able to walk to local beach and grass to have a clean spot to sunbathe and picnic.  Even if 

owners pick up droppings there can still be worms and loose stools on ground, and urine.  Elderly 

people fear being knocked over by running dogs.  We should all be able to enjoy local area. 

 More apartments, we need housing – x 4 

 Bike lanes, more crosswalks 

 Affordable housing for young professionals and families 

 More childcare options, better bus transportation downtown 

 More things for youth 

 Bike lanes, car free days 

 No parking 

 More parking spots 

 Wider sidewalks 

 More physically accessible places for people with disabilities – x2 

 Low income housing, senior housing – x 2 

 More community support 

 Need a bank 

 Plant fruit bearing trees 

 More benches 

 Stop pumping shit on the orcas, deal with it – x 3 

 Greater Victoria Library store front, small neighbourhood place – x 3 

 Bigger kids’ equipment 

 Improve on Oxford Foods 

 Incentives for owners to create rental suites in homes, real incentives 

 No sewage plant 

 No high rise buildings 

 Yes high rise buildings, yes to housing 

 Deal with sewage 

 Supportive housing, more public tennis courts 

 More housing, density, shops 

 Bike lanes, pedestrian access, sewage treatment 

 Affordable low income housing 

 Bank 

 Add flower/tree meridians in centre lane to slow traffic and improve the street visuals 

 More affordable housing 

 Bike lanes, affordable housing 

 Micro housing, affordable pocket communities, shared resources, common eating space 

 Affordable housing – x 4 
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11. Moka House Sounding Board  

 

Q1 What do you want your community to look like in 25 years? 

 Relaxed and happy! 

 Quaint 

 Evolved pedestrian hub 

 Like it to remain the same, hope it doesn’t change 

 Small, local businesses 

 People and pet friendly policies 

 Room for cars for those who need them 

 Trees, bushes, flowers, walkable 

 Why is there an assumption we want/need change?  

 What is the agenda here? 

 More of what we love while evolving into the future 

 EVOLVED 

 Pet friendly businesses 

 Art might bring more heart, please! 

 Development attractive different cultures through business 

 Quaint and funky 

 Different people  

 Community garden 

 Culture day, every week 

 More coffee shops like this 

 Lots of family events 

 Annual Cook St Car Free Day organized by C.St. Business Association 

 Edible landscape/public spaces 

 Two pay phones they are emergency service and still needed. Make Telus maintain them 

properly and regularly 

 Tent City in Beacon Hill with fencing, rules, work in campsite. Get your own home.  

 “A serious consideration to put power poles, transformers, etc underground like Oak bay Village. 

It has all its power line and fibre optics underground. Healthier and more functional. Include small 

attractive street lighting instead.” 

 “Have the village be more about foot and cycle traffic. I bike and drive. I will miss the parking for 

cars on the street but can give that up if the village goes towards a pedestrian focus as long as 

close substitute parking is made near village. Example: Oxford parking lot leased or otherwise for 

2 hour parking, no change. Like to get cars down to a crawl to discourage them driving through 

village to Ocean/Dallas Rd. – encourage other routes. I can see little islets with small trees, 

perennials, and shrubs in places between the 2 lanes and 2 more crosswalks so one can cross 

easily anywhere in village. Speed bump between New Horizon and Southgate. It’s too common to 

be doing 50/60km through the village. Another speed bump between May St. and the village. 

Keep the village free of mega chain businesses. Support local Island chains of individual private 

business.” 

 “Preserve the bus stop, grooming them for power lines. Another reason to put them underground. 

More trees and more benches, not nearly enough anywhere. Is there any way to buy out oxford 

Foods. Oppressive and in the 30yrs I’ve been here I’ve seen them yell at people for no good 

reason and kick them out of the store just for calmly questioning the date on a product or pricing. 

The meat dates are questionable. A proper grocery store would be excellent. Thanks for this.”  
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 More density = affordability, more business, employment, diversity, LRT, sustainability of the 

future 

 Need to address density. If not then urban sprawl. No more walmarts and more small businesses.   

 Street lighting 

 Parking 

 Less traffic 

 More places to hear live music 

 Parking, better driveways, more things open late.  

 Cycling 

 More ride shares, businesses run by solar/wind, backyard farming. No more watering lawns! Turn 

them into food gardens! 

 More supportive of each other’s projects. Progressive change and positivity! 

 No cars and streets filled with cyclists. Overgrowth pavement and trees in the place of concrete.  

 An urban garden minus the urbanity.  

 In 25 years want compact commercial and walkable residential. Mix of owned and rented 

properties. Safe for seniors and attractive to students and other young people. Not high rises.  

 Like it is today- beautiful- every bit. 

 More terraniums and aviaries where people can calm, relax and enjoy whatever.  

 Trees, gardens, community common spaces, car sharing, bikes, economic cooperating, art, 

diversity, accessibility, homes for everyone, affordability, food security.  

 Available on streets parking in the Cook St. Village 

 Bike lanes on Vancouver Street.  

 Rain water harvesting 

 Vibrant urban centre 

 Taller buildings in the Cook Street Village.  

 More diverse businesses 

 Development upgrading of buildings in Cook St. Village.  

 Greater population density – promotes business, reduces urban sprawl. 

 Shutting electrical circuits off when not home 

 Shutting off wifi when not in use.  

 Manual raking of leaves 

 Making lawns food gardens 

 Collecting rainwater 

 More swag 

 Having misogyny TAKEN DOWN 

 Creative thinking 

 THINK GOD 

 THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX   

 

Q2 What do you love about your neighbourhood? 

 Trees, parks, village strips, smiling people, friendly neighbor 

 Trees! And cute shops, good ethos.  

 More patio/sidewalk permits for business. Creates more social and vibrant neighbourhoods.  

 Great trees 

 “What is happening is a very serious issue of the village over wet land loss like landscape under 

streets and buildings. Regarding when the earthquake comes- it is coming at 7.5-9 something 
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quake. Is it true there is even a few open pockets/holes under the village> this are is highly prone 

to liquefied states in a major earth quake. What the emergency set up for that residence?” 

 Horse chestnuts and patios.  

 Big trees, lots of coffee shops.  

 Community and love. It really takes a village   

 The diversity. All walks of life live here.  

 The doggies to pet.  

 The people.  

 Proximity to downtown, Dallas Rd. & Beacon Hill Park. 

 Local restaurants and not just a bunch of fast food joints.  

 Earthquake preparedness. Under this is a soft wet underground. What will it do with a major 

quake? 

 Artisan shops! 

 Walkability 

 Beacon Hill at my front door. Cook St. Village at my back door.  

 The people and atmosphere 

 Great neighbourhoods and schools.  

 Close knit community/supportive network.  

 People in the neighbourhood.  

 All the essentials can be found in Cook St. Village! Mother Nature’s, Oxford, etc.  

 Proximity to park/ocean, character homes, heritage houses.  

 Mainly I love all the eccentric characters.  

 Not the same as downtown. Dense but low rise to let the sun shine on vibrant outdoor cafés and 

bistros.      

 

Q3  What should be improved (issues and opportunities)? 

 Help support Christ Church Cathedral School by opposing low barrier housing next to it in Mt. 

Edward Court.  

 Green initiatives and the encouraged use of renewable resources.  

 A playground at the former Tent City Space.  

 Lit tennis courts- very good idea.  

 More water fountains.  

 Diverse options of food.  

 “Residential Only” parking says: “me first” and “go away, we don’t want you here” 

 Affordability 

 Parking 

 More local businesses in village. Keep it vibrant.  

 “Cook Village Street fair and party day. Close off all traffic few times a year. Present crosswalk 

light change to stop traffic down near serious coffee takes much too long to switch to walking 

once pressed crosswalk pad comfortably. Try it and see. Same affordable housing in village. Not 

all high end condos” 

 Less heavy traffic in the village.  

 More bike lock racks.  

 No smoking in the village. Period. 

 More dog and handicap friendly.  

 Density, diversity, and affordability.  

 Bike lanes.  

 Better parking  
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 Safer roads with bike lanes on side streets and not on main roads.  

 Better lighting and more local businesses. Less big corporate franchises like Starbucks.  

 Two-lane street.  

 No street parking 

 No go zone for combustion cars.  

 Laundromat 

 A+ top notch Christianity.  

 Even more dog friendly. Woof.  

 No more fossil fuel based vehicles and an abundance of public transit options. Bike lanes and 

urban gardens. Arts + music.  

 Just like it looks today.  

 Another book store.  

 More outside patios! 

 More live music! 

 Oppose no low barrier facilities next to schools or day care, ex: Mt. Edward Court. 

 Police enforce: 

o 30km speed limit 

o Bike helmets 

o Off leash dogs 

o Crazy loud motorcycles 

 Need new City Council.  

 Side street parking. Not Residential Only. Business matters! 

 More book shops, less spas.  

 The fact that our compost gets shipped to a landfill in RICHMOND! 

 Density but not high buildings. Preserve warm, open, safe, atmosphere. Encourage locally owned 

businesses.  

 Bike lane on Linden or Moss.  

 

12. Moss Street Paint-In Sounding Board  

 

NOW? 

 More vibrant Dallas waterfront – more elements 

 Dallas Road off leash dog beach/grass – LOVE IT! 

 Independent businesses 

 I love Fairfield’s quietness and safety 

 Please take yard waste 

 What could be improved? 

 affordable housing 

 increase child care spaces 

 Ocean 

 Speeding cars after pub closes 

 Deer control 

 Walkability 

 Market 

 The market! 

 More village hubs (e.g. Cook St. village) 

 Close Moss St. more often! 
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 Love the Moss St. Market and Paint In! 

 Moss St. Paint-In – best community event ever! 

 The Moss St. market & SJD 

 Moss St. market 

 Love the bustling Cook St. Village 

 Love walking to Cook St. shops 

 FG Community Centre 

 Outdoor pool! 

 Outdoor swimming pool 

 Waterpark for children 

 The people make this community a home! 

 Someone pick the high up plums on Richmond Blvd and donate to needy families 

WOW! 

 More affordable housing 

 More social housing 

 Low cost housing families 

 Make affordable house to buy 

 More housing for everybody   

 Housing prices too high 

 Secondary suites 

 Keep green spaces (re: residential & parks) 

 Lots of beautiful trees and greenspace 

 Boulevard garden projects 

 

 Trees 

 Gardens! 

 More green space 

 More mixed use development 

 More density 

 What do you want your community to look like? 

 Increase inclusivity  

 Increase/create public space for people to gather 

 No high rises! 

 No 4 storey, 36 unit apt. buildings please 

 6 stories yes! 

 6 stories hell no! 

 Just as quaint as it is now!!! Keep it special! 

 Big trees, heritage homes, and families … and off leash @ Dallas Rd.  

 Heritage homes and mature trees 

 Heritage homes! 

 No more demolitions of character houses 

 Try to keep it fairly “in style” with the classic old buildings. Make the new ones fit in with style, 

size, etc.  

 Diversity of people (families, students, retirees- all ages, all income levels) 

 Less cars, more bikes, and pedestrians 

 More food grown in the City of Victoria 

 Bike friendlier 
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 Bike access 

 The same! 

HOW? 

 Care of Boulevard 

 Water our historic trees 

 Design guidelines 

 Put caveats on the demolition and removal of heritage homes! 

 Support us to work together to capture water and use it to water in the summer 

 Get rid of the deer! 

 Zoning for duplexes 

 Wider sidewalks 

 More, accessible, community garden space 

 Green construction 

 Sustainable, low income/rent geared housing! 

 Support to people restoring old homes 

 Put restrictions on types of new homes that can be built. Infill should be restricted to “heritage” 

style.  

 Better use of the empty lot in Cook St. village,  

o markets 

o neighbourhood parties 

o music performances 

o food trucks 

o special events 

 New residential must include garages 

 For increased green space strengthen legal parameters regarding tree removal 
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Appendix 4: Feedback from Citizen-Led Events 

1. Cornwall Street Neighbours Meeting 

 

NOW: What is Working Well? 

 I love that I can walk and bike around.  I love that it is quiet and has the charm of a farm.  The 

people around the neighbourhood are helpful and friendly, we look out for each other 

 I like the way we have a quiet friendly unrushed atmosphere.  Less stress. 

 Love trees 

 Love neighbourhood look out for each other 

 Love safety of our persons, houses, neighbours and their kids 

 Proximity to nature and also to services 

 I like the lower crime rate,  I feel safe here 

 I love the trees, plum blossoms, cherry blossoms and lovely fall colours 

 I enjoy the proximity to shopping, parks, medical services, schools and other services 

 Like walkability, great neighbours, beautiful well-kept houses/gardens 

 Love: safe neighbourhood.   

 Lovely to see so many children playing on Cornwall St. 

 small (family) single family dwellings 

 great street to walk on,  

 know neighbours 

 Diversity – ethnicity, age rental/owner 

 Love my neighbourhood 

 Walking distance to downtown and yet it is a quiet residential area – feels safe. 

 since 1985 I’ve seen more pride and enthusiasm to fix up yards>  Home exteriors and general 

curb appeal 

 I have great neighbours – friendly 

 

 

NOW: What Needs to Be Improved? 

 I would like to see some traffic control on Cornwall St.  I’m afraid for the children at the top of the 

street. 

 I would like to see the City trim the trees and boulevard strips more often. 

 Improve – lower taxes, street parking, mowing boulevard 

 Walkability, cycle friendly, friendly neighbours, visual interest, proximity to beaches 

 More trees and bushes at clover point from Moss St – Cook St more parklike 

 Rental accommodation at least maintained or improved/increased 

 Love – homeowners on Cornwall St, take pride  

 What has changed negatively is  

 the on street parking situation 

 our boulevard trees need to be watered,  The birch showing stress 

 is the neighbourhood willing to mow our own lawns  (most of us already do) 

 Improve ease of communication, ease of access to info. About developments/plan for future and 

how it all fits. 

 Improve legal density  (safe, consistent) 

 Improve residential property – not inappropriately used for commercial e.g. Airbnb 
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 Improvements – more emphasis on safety for pedestrians, need lit crosswalks 

 Water our trees and or give us a break on water costs if there is a program for private landowner 

to water. 

 Protect rental suites 

 If density make it legal 

 Address B&B if it is an issue in terms of mint removing housing units 

WOW: In 25 Years, Fairfield and Gonzales will have: 

  Continued communication re:issues 

 I really like the neighbourhood street feeling on Cornwall St 

 My biggest concern on Cornwall St is having increased density without having an off street 

parking requirement attached 

 No density increase residential, improved commercial 

 Walkable safe, fair, friendly room for and respectful street and community and city 

 No surprises our street, neighbourhood city and are what we expected and want and bought into  

 Keep neighbourhood as it is, no zoning changes 

 Continued communication re: issues 

 I would not like to be living in Vancouver West  

o No massive high rise buildings 

o No ticky, tacky boxes 

o No quadrupled density 

 Continue a safe and friendly neighbourhoods 

o diversity of people 

o density, providing adequate green space is preserved 

o density providing there is a variety of housing offered (i.e. small units for 1 person or a 

couple) 

o density is required to address global warming is my understanding. 

 I would like to see our street and neighbourhood remain the same that it is now.   

 The project that city hall has put out that they want home owners make their land accept more 

water into the ground.  A lot of our area in the winter time can’t accept any more water because of 

high water table. 

 I would like to see everything the same pretty much.  When I am older I would like to continue 

doing what I do today.  That that consistency thing happening. 

HOW: What strategies can help us get there? 
 

  Implement resident parking stickers and visitor parking passes 

 Parking bays on streets but would love to take trees out 

 Try to design different parking on our street 

 Make it so we don’t have to pay property taxes to get our boulevards and trees maintained on our 

street.   We should be allowed to care for them ourselves 

 How to solve the problem get a Council that is better schooled in finance 

 500 block of Cornwall st to Fairfield should be one way traffic 

 Balance density and green space 

 Consider blocking at least 1 entrance to a street i.e dead end or make 1 way or speed bumps for 

problematic traffic 

 Pedestrian centered and good public transportation instead of car centric 

 Save $ by requiring homeowners look after boulevards.  Mow grass and allow boulevard gardens. 

 Reasons for one way traffic on 500 block 

  cars speeding off Fairfield and onto 500 block 
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o parents rushing to get children to school 

o business people rush and do u turns in our driveways in order to get a street parking 

space- dangerous 

 Add speed bumps to Cornwall St 

 Allow/incent homeowner to water boulevard trees by giving reduced water costs 

 More opportunities like this to mix mingle get to know neighbourhoods – build community feel 

 Add marked lit controlled pedestrian cross walks 

 Inspect homes for illegal suites, air bnbs Rules enforced 

 No additional density without appropriate off street parking 

 Love diversity of age in neighbourhoods, well-kept gardens and houses 

 Earthquake preparedness invest in residential resiliency 

 City should focus on capital infrastructure (sewage, water etc) cross connected sewers, reduce 

my taxes 

 Let residents handle aesthetics 

 

2. Moss Street Neighbours Meeting  

 

NOW: What is Working Well? 

 Community Centre and offerings 
 A ‘walkable’ environment 
 Amenities such as cafes, bakery, market, bicycle shop, Fairfield Plaza and Cook Street Village 

shops and ability to walk and bike to town 
 Diversity of housing—character homes through more modern:  houses, rental places and condos 
 Residential nature that allows for safe walking:  babies, children, dogs 
 Improvements to heritage properties and new builds reflecting heritage aspect of area 
 Urban forest and green spaces (including ‘betreed’ boulevards) 
 The fact that there are many streets that are NOT residents only. 
 Ethnic and mixed income singles and families. 

 

NOW: What is Not Working Well? 

 Parking issues during the Saturday Moss St. Market 
 Square/rectangular buildings increasingly being built in Fairfield 
 Deer have become an issue:  potential for safety of residents 
 ‘too many’ events on Moss Street:  market, annual run(s), Paint In  
 Drivers ignoring the 30 km speed limit 
 Lack of traffic calming in and around the school 
 Dog owners letting their animals foul the lawns of residents 

 

WOW: In 25 Years, Fairfield and Gonzales will have: 

 Transportation-greater walkability, safe bike lanes, more bike racks and bikes for rent on streets 
at strategic locations, alternative methods of transport promoted/implemented 

 Increased urban forest and green spaces:  existing trees on boulevards &etc maintained; those 
trees requiring to be cut down replaced with similar species.  Moss St. residents say that we love 
our cherry trees 

 Increased number of rental apartments through improvements to existing buildings and new 
builds 

 Maintained and increased level of mixed housing units for all income levels 
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HOW: What strategies can help us get there? 
 

Neighbourhood:  We all felt strongly that the character of our neighbourhood should be preserved.  
Improvements to character house are appreciated.   
 

 Dogs:  posts with bags and a bin at strategic and regular intervals might reduce the incidence of 
dogs fouling lawns. 

 Bike Lanes:  an important talk on this topic and recognize that the City is in the process of a 
strategy to create more bike lanes.  Saanich’s solution could be considered—different level for 
bikes. 

 Housing: co-housing and co-op housing and for seniors could/should be considered and 
vigorously supported. 

 Traffic:  the Moss St. Market and other events have caused a couple of neighbours to have their 
vehicles ticketed and, in one instance, their car to be towed. 

o Races:  an alternate course, for example every 2nd year, could be proposed for 
implementation 

o Market:  seek out alternatives for parking by visitors to the Market by speaking with the 
FGCA and residents for options such as:  

 creating exclusion zones   

 promoting initiative to cut down emissions by walking, etc. 

 providing residential stickers  

 increasing visitations by the parking ambassadors 

 altering the location of the market 

 Providing alternative parking, for example at Central High School with a shuttle 

bus service to and from the Market 

 Working with the Art Gallery to offer 50% discounts to art showings as an 

incentive to park at Central High.   

 To encourage drivers to slow down, here are a couple of suggestions: 
o Traffic calming through the use of speed bumps and painted boxes on the street—as 

seen in Europe 

o and other methods yet to be defined. 

o greater police presence 

 Remove concrete barrier on Carsnew at Durban.  No longer valid reason to keep it in place! 

 

3. Feedback from Minto Street Block Party 

 

Key Neighbourhood Issues: 

 Sewage 

 Off leash park 

 Bikes and walking 

 My neighbourhood 

 Block off Minto 

 Ross bay beach fires 
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4. Feedback from Fairfield Gonzales Community Association Board Meeting 

 

Q1:  What do you want your community to look like in 25 years? 

 Housing for everyone 

 No condominiums, housing prices for the low and moderate income classes 

 Community spaces for gathering outdoors, at cafes, less cars, more walk/bike lanes, lots of sun 

because of low buildings 

 More rentals instead of condos 

 Condo buildings not limited to over 55 but allow families 

 More diversity, more housing – rental and affordable to all income groups 

 Fewer condo buildings 

 A sustainable neighbourhood for 250 years 

 Heritage, trees, moderately more density, diversity, families, renters, walkable 

 Large trees remain, and walking areas, same look as today 

 Align development with walkability goal 

 Green space/parks, preserved and enhanced 

 Engaged community, not an overwhelming increase in infill developments, not increased number 

of people living on the street or in temporary housing 

 More small restaurants, not chains 

 Small stores on Cook St. 

 Dedicated bike lanes 

 More flowers/community gardens 

 Programs for seniors 

 More accommodating housing that is affordable 

 Less nimbyism 

 No more ugly stucco box apartments built in the 1960’s 

 A vibrant mixture of housing options and services within walking/biking distance 

 New housing/modern design that adds variety 

 A welcoming community, affordable housing, everyone deserves a chance to live here 

 Lots of big trees and green space, balanced with good places for people to live 

 Sustainable greenways, bike, pedestrian friendly, no cars, electric street car, electric delivery 

vehicles, work within walking/biking distance 

 Maintaining respect for viewpoints and park space in the face of development.  Getting tired of 

approved buildings with view being built in front of two years later with higher buildings cutting 

views.  This is not consistent with the current city plan. 

 More housing for lower income 

 Better transit to reduce car usage 

 Diversity 

 Support co-ops/rentals 

 More diverse population i.e. variety of incomes, ages, ethnicities, etc. 

 Real community garden space, plots for residents who live in condos and apartments 

 Greenery important 

 More localized community services 

 Vibrant business districts 

 

 

Q2:  What do you love about your neighbourhood? 
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 I love the greenery and residential feel even through the transition to downtown with the 

courthouse grounds, Pioneer Park, Cridge, Lawn bowling, St Ann’s, etc. Beautiful! 

 Fairfield Community Association and efforts to engage community 

 It’s an amazing beautiful place – Strive to keep it that way 

 Beacon Hill Park, friendly people, concerned and engaged people, diversity of buildings (i.e. 

condos, rentals, single family houses), all errands can be done on Cook Street 

 More forward thinking re: accommodation, less obstructionism 

 Beach, park, walkability to downtown, Cook Street Village, eclectic homes 

 Active Involvement in Development Process 

 Park upkeep, more community events (well-advertised), opposition to development that does not 

fit the area 

 Ambiance, nearness to downtown, relaxed environment 

 walkability, community involvement, diversity of ages, heritage architecture, Dallas Road for dogs, 

small shops on Cook St.  

 Walkable neighbourhood 

 Friendly neighbours, community services available 

 Families, diversity, neighbourhoodliness, renters, walkability 

 Need to improve private education about urban forest 

 Pedestrian 

 What could be improved: encourage a mix of housing decisions – maintain existing character 

houses, but new houses are designed to look new, not to mimic a heritage look. Over time this 

will add positive and mixed housing fabric 

 What I like now: quiet and close to city centre, I can walk to where I want to go, close to water 

 Concern for Mt Edwards, 38 at present, no more now or later 

 The water, my neighbours 

 Close to downtown, good public transit 

 I like the scale of the buildings around the Moss and Fairfield corners, low, no more than 2 – 3 

storeys, commercial and residential  

 Safe 

 Diversity of housing, young families, comfortable feel, parks, vegetation, trees, close to amenities 

 Love the greenery and low-rise individual homes 

 Improvement: voices of all Fairfield residents heard, not just the noisy few 

 Live in the Cathedral Hill area – love the area! Accessible, trees. Change: repurpose park 

currently tent city, ban camping in all parks in Victoria area, ban panhandling in a 1 mile radius of 

legislative building. Give Fairfield a united voice.  

 

 

Q3:  What should be improved (issues and opportunities)? 

 there is more to Fairfield and Gonzales than 3 blocks off Cook Street and unless you plan to be 

alive in 25 years your opinion is irrelvant 

 Greater involvement in planning and zoning 

 a separate group to advocate for planning and zoning 

 Good partnerships between parks experts and private land owners to increase and maintain the 

urban forest 

 design guidelines 

 Have a street advocacy role that supports residential and resists commercial and developer… 

 Knowledge of best practices in community development / urban planning. availability of strong, 

informed “voice” to articulate community opposition 



 

Page 130 of 130 
Fairfield and Gonzales Neighbourhood Plans Phase 2 Imagine Appendices 1-4 (Complete Results) 

October 4, 2016  
 

 Design “rules” (stronger than guidelines), population data re: age, opportunity for community 

forums, belief that community’s “voice” is heard and acted upon 

 Improve traffic patterns 

 fair representation of all Fairfield residents 

 Follow the existing plan and height restrictions without exceptions like the stupid amenities 

payment for extra height. Cathedral Hill Precinct Plan – follow it.  

 a decisive 

  City Council who will stop playing ping-pong with decisions 

 engage often with community in different ways (i.e. not everyone uses a computer), actively 

recruit people to help 

 Support Co-op housing 

 hire a professional to design it 

 Dialogue, inclusion, engagement, invite the children 

 How: Public housing / co-op developments, City take measures to discourage unoccupied 

buildings and units and short-term rentals 

 A door to door poll of all residents opinions  

 Change to OCP to reflect resident’s vision re: height and density 

 Safe walking – ban cyclists on sidewalks, one-way streets to accommodate wheeled powered 

vehicles 

 Get rid of charity status of FGA Board and new board members 

 Having a real inventory of places (large and small) that are precious such as heritage, 

environmental, social or combinations of. There are places like this unnoticed or unlisted. List 

them.  

 


